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INTRODUCTION

It is a matter of great honour and a privilege for me to deliver
this lecture named after two of the greatest scientists of this century,
namely Albert Einstein and Satyendranath Bose. I am particularly
beholden, because on one hand, I have an opportunity to pay my
tributes to these great scientists, who also represent a unique
intellectual bond between these two great nations, as partly re-
flected by a relationship between these two giants of this century.
On the other hand, I feel humble when I note the list of distin-
guished speakers, who have preceded me. I am deeply conscious
of the fact that I cannot match their intellect, authority and emi-
nence.

The Bose-Einstein intellectual bond was both imminent and
durable. It is only apt that the first ever English translation of
Einstein’s papers on relativity originally published in German, was
made by Bose and his distinguished colleague Meghnad Saha and
printed in Calcutta. The word ‘boson’ to describe elementary
particles that obey the Bose-Einstein statistics is now a part of
language. The recent Nobel prize winning work has put experi-
mental seal on this inspired theoretical work.

In my lecture today, I will give some of my perceptions on the
way science, technology and innovation is going to determine the
economic and political power of the nations. The rapid paradigm
shifts that are taking place in the world as it moves from super
power bipolarity to multipolarity, as industrial capitalism gives
way to green capitalism and digital capitalism, as information

































