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UT starts sending samples to IMTECH, conducts pool testing 

CSIR –IMETCH                                                                                  05 May, 2020                                                                            

 
 
 

AS PART of  efforts to ramp up COVID-19 testing in Chandigarh, a red zone area where 

more than a 100 patients have already tested positive, the UT administration has started 

sending samples to the Institute of  Microbial Technology (IMTECH), which has a bio safety 

level 3 lab that can test around 500 samples a day now. Government testing laboratories in 

the UT, including IMTECH and the Government Medical College and Hospital (GMCH) in 

Sector 32 have also begun pool testing on days that they receive a large number of  samples. 

 

Health Secretary Arun Kumar Gupta said, they began sending samples to IMTECH 

Saturday. The IMTECH laboratory began testing samples in the first week of  April, and 

since then it has increased testing capacity to between 500 and 700 tests a day. It mostly 

receives samples from the tri-city and the neighboring states of  Punjab and Haryana. 

According to an IMTECH spokesperson, more than a 1,000 tests have been conducted in 

IMTECH as of  Monday night. “We use to receive about 30-40 samples in the beginning and 

in the last week or so started receiving over100 samples a day. We also conducted pool 

testing as per ICMR,” said the spokesperson. 

 

According to ICMR guidelines, pooling of  tests should be conducted in places with positivity 

rates of  less than 5 per cent only and preferably five samples should be pooled at a time. Pool 

testing is a useful surveillance tool in place of  the rapid antibody tests, which have been 

deemed as inaccurate and unreliable by the Centre. “We began pool tests after receiving 

samples at full capacity since the outbreak at Bapu Dham,” said a doctor at GMCH-32. 

 

After Bapu Dham Colony and Sector 30 B cropped up as hotspots, and the number of  cases 

rose, the hospital received samples beyond its capacity and began pooling samples and testing 

them in batches of  five. 

 



   2 

  Produced by Unit for Science Dissemination, CSIR, Anusandhan Bhawan, 2 Rafi Marg, New Delhi 

 
 
 

UT’s testing capacity 
 
In total, GMCH 32 and PGI can test 300 samples a day if  tested individually. However, the 

UT can ramp up testing by sending samples to IMTECH, which it has began doing. When 

samples sent to IMTECH exceed capacity, samples can also be sent to PU and IISER, 

increasing the capacity by 200. 

 

Published in: 

Indianexpress 

https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/chandigarh/ut-starts-sending-samples-to-imtech-conducts-pool-testing-6394820/


   3 

  Produced by Unit for Science Dissemination, CSIR, Anusandhan Bhawan, 2 Rafi Marg, New Delhi 

CSIR''s IGIB, Tata Sons sign MoU for knowhow of  COVID-19 

diagnostic kit 

CSIR –IGIB,CCMB                                                                             05 May, 2020                                                                            

 
 
 

New Delhi, May 5 (PTI) The CSIR''s Institute of  Genomics and Integrative Biology (IGIB) 

and Tata Sons have signed an agreement for licensing of  the knowhow of  a COVID-19 

diagnostic kit which can be used for testing on ground by the month-end, a statement said on 

Tuesday.    

 

In another development, CSIR''s Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB), 

Hyderabad has tied up with a Bengaluru-based company, Eyestem Research Private Limited, 

to grow novel coronavirus in human cell lines, which will enable in vitro testing of  potential 

drugs and vaccines against COVID-19.  

 

The Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), a premier organisation under the 

Ministry of  Science and Technology, has 38 institutes and laboratories under it. Most of  

them are currently involved in developing aids linked to battling COVID-19.  

 

The IGIB has developed FNCAS9 Editor Linked Uniform Detection Assay (FELUDA) for 

low cost and rapid diagnosis of  COVID-19.  

 

"The licence shall include transfer of  the knowledge for scaling up the knowhow in the form 

of  a kit that can be deployed for COVID-19 testing on ground as early as end of  May," the 

statement added.   

 

A completely indigenous scientific invention, FELUDA for COVID-19 has been designed for 

mitigating the ongoing COVID-19 situation and cater to mass testing.  Its main advantages 

are its affordability, relative ease of  use and non-dependency on expensive RT-PCR 

machines.   
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Commenting on the agreement, Banmali Agrawala, President - Infrastructure and Defence 

& Aerospace, Tata Sons said, "This innovative CRISPR ''Feluda'' test uses cutting edge 

CRISPR technology for detection of  genomic sequence of  novel coronavirus. 

 

"It uses a test protocol that is simple to administer and easy to interpret enabling results to 

be made available to the medical fraternity in relatively lesser time, as compared to other 

test protocols.  We believe that CRISPR is futuristic technology that can also be configured 

for detection of  multiple other pathogens in the future."   

 

With regards to collaboration between CCMB and Eyestem, the research team will use the 

latter''s human lung epithelial cell culture system provided as part of  its Anti-COVID 

Screening (ACS) platform to understand the molecular and pathological characteristics of  

the novel coronavirus.  

 

This will help in establishing a rational basis for testing potential drugs in vitro, CCMB 

scientists said.  

 

"Culturing the virus outside the human host is a technological challenge that needs to be 

overcome. Eyestem''s cell culture system expresses the ACE2 receptor and other genes that 

are key determinants of  viral entry and replication.   

 

"We hope that employing this system will allow the CCMB team led by Dr Krishnan 

Harshan to grow the virus predictably and thereby open up the potential for the drug 

screening and vaccine development strategies," said Dr. Rakesh Mishra, Director, CCMB. 

PTI PR ZMN  

 

Published in: 

Outlookindia 

https://www.outlookindia.com/newsscroll/csirs-igib-tata-sons-sign-mou-for-knowhow-of-covid19-diagnostic-kit/1825067
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Hyderabad’s CSIR-IICT develops low-cost COVID-19 testing kit, 

to seek ICMR approval 

CSIR -IICT                                                                                         05 May, 2020                                                                            

 
 
 

The Council of  Scientific and Industrial Research - Indian Institute of  Chemical Technology 

(CSIR-IICT) has developed low-cost kits for testing COVID-19. The premier research 

organisation has partnered with Hyderabad-based Genomix Biotech to help develop and 

market the real-time polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) testing kits. 

 

Speaking to TNM, Dr Anthony Addlagatta, leading the team of  researchers at CSIR-IICT, 

said that the price of  the testing kit developed by his team would be much cheaper than the 

testing kits currently in use to test suspected COVID-19 cases. 

 

“Earlier, we used to import three of  the key protein-based enzymes required to develop such 

tests. Now, with the lockdown, we realised that it is important we develop these components 

within the country. We have enough material to develop 5 lakh testing kits to start, with a 

capacity to produce material for 2 lakh kits per week,” says the Senior Principal Scientist. 

 

CSIR-IICT will soon approach the Indian Council of  Medical Research (ICMR) for approval 

of  these diagnostic kits. The product will be validated and launched in a couple of  weeks, 

informed Dr S Chandrasekhar, Director of  CSIR-IICT. 

 

In March this year, ICMR had placed an order for 5 lakh SARS-CoV-2 antibody testing kits 

by the Chinese firm Wondfo at a rate of  Rs 600 per kit, an order value of  Rs 30 crore. The 

testing kit was imported for a cost of  Rs 245 per kit and was sold to ICMR at Rs 600 per kit. 

Subsequently, the Delhi High Court capped the price at Rs 400. 

 

“Our testing kits will be considerably low-priced as we don‟t have a profit motive, we are a 

government research agency,” said Dr Anthony. “The final price will be decided in 
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consultation with Genomix Biotech,” he added. 

 

The research scientist stated that the testing kits being developed by IICT could also be 

used for diagnosis of  disease in animals and plants too. “This is a multi-purpose testing kit 

and is not restricted to test COVID-19 alone, but is poised to bring down the overall cost 

of  RT-PCR-based diagnosis,” he added.  

Published in: 

Thenewsminute 

https://www.thenewsminute.com/article/hyderabad-s-csir-iict-develops-low-cost-covid-19-testing-kit-seek-icmr-approval-123929
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India a step closer to making key drug to treat Covid-19 

CSIR–IICT                                                                                          05 May, 2020                                                                            

 
 
 

The Hyderabad based Indian Institute of  

Chemical Technology (CSIR-IICT) has 

synthesised the key starting materials 

(KSMs) for Remdesivir, the first step to 

develop the active pharmaceutical ingredient 

in a drug. 

 

IICT has also begun so-called technology 

demonstrations for drug manufacturers such 

as Cipla so that manufacturing can begin in 

India, if  needed. Remdesivir, manufactured 

by Gilead Sciences, is the first drug to treat 

Covid-19 approved for emergency use in the 

US based on clinical data .  

 

Gilead Sciences has a patent on the drug but 

patent laws allow for the drug to be developed 

solely for research purposes and not for 

commercial manufacturing. Remdesivir, when 

administered by an intravenous infusion 

helped patients recover on an average in 11 

days, compared to 15 days taken by those on 

placebo according to US clinical trial results. 

 

India is part of  the World Health 

Organisation‟s Solidarity Trials for the cure 

of  Covid-19 and has received 1000 doses of  

the drug for testing.  

 

Harsh Vardhan, science and technology and 

health minister said in a statement on Monday 

that synthesis of  KSMs has been achieved by 

CSIR-IICT and that technology 

demonstrations to Indian industry are 

happening. For Favipiravir, another promising 

drug to treat Covid19, CSIR is working with 

the private sector for clinical trials and a 

possible launch in India.  

 

Remdesivir has three KSMs, Pyrrole, Furan 

and a Phosphate intermediate. Dr Srivari 



   8 

  Produced by Unit for Science Dissemination, CSIR, Anusandhan Bhawan, 2 Rafi Marg, New Delhi 

 
 
 

Chandrasekhar, director of  IICT said over phone from Hyderabad that synthesis of  KSMs is 

an important stage in drug development. 

 

“The synthesis of  key starting materials (KSM) for any drug is the first step to develop an 

active pharmaceutical ingredient (API). These key starting materials for Remdesivir are 

available in India and chemical companies can manufacture these. Other reagents can be 

sourced from other countries. We started working on KSM for Remdesivir in January end, 

when trials had begun in China,” he said. 

 

Gilead Sciences CEO, Daniel O‟ Day in an open letter on April 29 said: “On the supply side, 

we are working to build a global consortium of  pharmaceutical and chemical manufacturers 

to expand global capacity and production. It will be essential for countries to work together 

to create enough supply for people all over the world and we look forward to these 

collaborative efforts.” 

 

Experts said the Indian government could request Gilead Sciences for grant of  voluntary 

licenses to Indian private companies for a royalty. If  not, India could use the compulsory 

licence option, under which it, or a generics manufacturer can manufacture patented drugs so 

as to protect the health of  its citizens. The patent hlder, however, gets paid for this.  

 

“Because it is a patented drug, there are two options. One is that manufacturers obtain 

permission from the patent holder for a license to manufacture. The other option is that the 

Indian government allows two to three manufacturers to manufacture the drug on a 

compulsory license or a government use license. The manufacturers will need regulatory 

clearances which will be available only when more clinical data is available on the efficacy of  

the drug,” said KM Gopakumar, an intellectual property rights expert. 

Published in: 

Hindustantimes 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/india-a-step-closer-to-making-key-drug/story-mVleP51rCdJUPQgU2UtCLK.html


   9 

  Produced by Unit for Science Dissemination, CSIR, Anusandhan Bhawan, 2 Rafi Marg, New Delhi 

CSIR-IMMT                                  05 May, 2020  

Published in: 

The New Indian Express 

http://www.uniindia.com/~/csir-cmeri-launches-smart-dimmable-led-street-lighting-technology/States/news/1737904.html
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CSIR-IMTECH                                 05 May, 2020  
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CSIR-IMTECH                                 05 May, 2020  
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Scientists to culture novel coronavirus in human lung epithelial cell  

CSIR -CCMB                                                                                       04 May, 2020                                                                            

 
 
 

New Delhi, Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB), Hyderabad has tied up with 

a Bengaluru-based company, Eyestem Research Private Limited, to take up research activities 

on COVID-19. Through this research collaboration, an attempt will be made to grow novel 

coronavirus in human cell lines, which will enable in vitro testing of  potential drugs and 

vaccines against the COVID-19.  

 

The research team will use Eyestem's human lung epithelial cell culture system provided as 

part of  its Anti-COVID Screening (ACS) platform to understand the molecular and 

pathological characteristics of  the novel coronavirus, with a view of  establishing a rational 

basis for testing potential drugs in vitro, said CCMB scientists.  

 

"Culturing the virus outside the human host is a technological challenge that needs to be 

overcome. Eyestem's cell culture system expresses the ACE2 receptor and other genes that 

are key determinants of  viral entry and replication. We hope that employing this system will 

allow the CCMB team led by Dr. Krishnan Harshan to grow the virus predictably and 

thereby open up the potential for the drug screening and vaccine development strategies", 

said Dr. Rakesh Mishra, Director, CCMB.  

 

CCMB is a constituent laboratory of  the Council of  Scientific and Industrial Research 

(CSIR) known for its cutting-edge research work on cellular and molecular biology. Eyestem 

Research Private Limited is a cell therapy start-up incubated at the Centre for Cellular and 

Molecular Platforms (C-CAMP), Bengaluru. C-CAMP is an initiative of  the Department of  

Biotechnology, Ministry of  Science and Technology.  

 

Dr. Jogin Desai, CEO, Eyestem, expressed hope that CCMB will be able to leverage its 
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platform and advance COVID-19 research that will help the country. “The ACS platform 

has been developed by Dr. Rajarshi Pal and his team and is a testament to our depth and 

expertise in cell therapy and disease modeling,” he said. 

 

Eyestem is working to democratize access to cell therapy as well as disease modeling 

platforms and bring their benefit to a large section of  humanity, added Dr. Desai. 

 

Published in: 

Dudhwalive 

http://www.dudhwalive.com/2020/05/scientists-to-culture-novel-coronavirus.html
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CSIR-NEIST                                  04 May, 2020  

Published in: 
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KGMU, CDRI join hands for corona vaccine 

CSIR -CDRI                                                                                       04 May, 2020                                                                            

 
 
 

LUCKNOW: After becoming the first institute in the state to start convalescent plasma 

therapy, King George's Medical University (KGMU) has now joined hands with Central 

Drug Research Institute (CDRI) for three major research projects, including development of  

a vaccine for the Covid-19. The university, which is conducting highest number of  Covid-19 

tests in the state, has also been approached for use of  natural herbal products in treatment of  

the disease by the central AYUSH ministry.  

 

This is in addition to five more research proposals on the anvil to study the virus and cause 

of  disease for finding treatment methodologies and drugs to cure the infection. 

 

KGMU vice-chancellor Prof  MLB Bhatt said there are at least seven research projects 

initiates simultaneously by KGMU in collaboration with other scientific institutes. 

 

"With CDRI we have three research projects - one is a molecular research to know the 

reasons for disease causation, second one is for finding treatment methodologies and a third 

project is to develop a vaccine for the virus. We have also submitted confidential proposals on 

novel coronavirus to ICMR for its approval," he said. 

Published in: 

Timesofindia 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/lucknow/kgmu-cdri-join-hands-for-corona-vaccine/articleshowprint/75531411.cms
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CSIR-CEERI                              04 May, 2020  
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City’s ‘Dhruv’, first private lab in region authorised to test Covid-

19 samples 

CSIR -NEERI                                                                                    03 May, 2020                                                                            

 
 
 

In the wake of  rise in number of  persons with symptoms of  novel coronavirus in State, 

Maharashtra government has authorised 24 private laboratories to shoulder the 

responsibility of  testing the samples. Dhruv Pathology and Molecular Diagnostic 

Laboratory of  Nagpur became the first private laboratory in the region recognised by Indian 

Council for Medical Research (ICMR) for Covid-19 testing by Real Testing Polymerase 

Chain Reaction (RT-PCR).  

 

This is the sixth laboratory in Nagpur to have Covid-19 testing facility. Currently five 

laboratories are functioning in Nagpur including Government Medical College and Hospital 

(GMCH), Indira Gandhi Government Medical College and Hospital (IGGMCH), All India 

Institute of  Medical Sciences (AIIMS), Centre for Zonosis of  Nagpur Veterinary College 

(affiliated to Maharashtra Animal and Fisheries Sciences University (MAFSU) and National 

Environmental and Engineering Research Institute (NEERI). With increase in COVID-19 

suspects daily, the load on the laboratory at Indira Gandhi Government Medical College and 

Hospital (IGGMCH) has also increased. IGGMCH laboratory staff  was doing it single-

handedly.  

 

Initially, in Maharashtra, National Institute of  Virology (NIV) at Pune was authorised to test 

samples received from across the State. All the samples of  any viral diseases were to be sent 

to NIV. During swine flu outbreak, Government came up with the decision of  setting up of  

another laboratory at IGGMCH. The laboratory was developed on the basis of  standard 

norms prescribed by NIV, Pune.  

 

During swine flu outbreak, IGGMCH shouldered the responsibility well. When load 

increased further, the State government authorised some private laboratories including 
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Dhruv Pathology run by Dr Shailendra Mundhada and Dr Madhavi Deshmukh in Nagpur 

to conduct the tests. Recently, Dhruva Pathology had sent proposal to ICMR which after 

examining the details asked the laboratory to do some modifications. In the next inspection, 

ICMR finally gave approval and its latest notification included it in the list. It is the only 

private laboratory in Central India to get the permission to test samples for COVID-19. 

The testing facility at AIIMS, Nagpur is doing well, mostly doing testing of  the samples 

of  persons from Vidarbha area--Yavatmal, Amravati and Nagpur too.  

 

The testing facility at Centre for Zonosis at Nagpur Veterinary College has all the facilities 

for examining the samples for coronavirus. The laboratory has been conducting tests since 

long. Machines at zonosis centre are different than the ones at IGGMCH or AIIMS and 

was given approval due to its compatibility by IGGMCH. GMCH has got the machine and 

got approval from ICMR. NEERI too was added in the list. All India Institute of  Medical 

Sciences (AIIMS), Nagpur, has been designated „Mentor Institute‟ by ICMR, to handhold 

and mentor medical colleges and to facilitate the establishment of  COVID-19 diagnostic 

facilities for the state of  Maharashtra, Goa, Daman and Diu and Dadra and Nagar Haveli. 

It does not include GMCH at Nagpur, Mumbai, Pune. Mahatma Gandhi Institute of  

Medical Sciences, Sevagram, Wardha is another laboratory in Vidarbha that was approved 

by ICMR for testing sample for COVID-19. Apart from NEERI, the other five institutes 

affiliated to CSIR are conducting tests of  samples to determine COVID-19 cases. There are 

total six CSIR institutes doing the yeoman‟s work and contributing to contain coronavirus. 

 

Published in: 

Thehitavada 

https://www.thehitavada.com/Encyc/2020/5/3/City-s-Dhruv-first-private-lab-in-region-authorised-to-test-Covid-19-samples.html
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CSIR-IIP to set up viral testing facility to fight Covid-19  

CSIR –IIP,IGIB,CCMB,IMTECH                                                            02 May, 2020                                                                            

 
 
 

The Indian Institute of  Petroleum (IIP) is establishing an RT-PCR-based Covid-19 testing 

facility in its Dehradun campus. Indian Institute of  Petroleum (IIP) is a constituent 

laboratory of  Council of  Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR).  

 

CSIR has planned a community testing strategy to keep track of  new outbreaks and thus 

restrict them from spreading further. “CSIR-Indian Institute of  Petroleum (IIP) has always 

believed in working for national causes. Testing samples for Covid-19 is another opportunity 

where we assure our full commitment in line with protocols and standard operating 

procedures defined by the Indian Council of  Medical Research (ICMR). This new Covid-19 

testing facility will process at least 30 patient samples per day with appropriately trained 

manpower and adequate biosafety precautions”, said Dr Anjan Ray, Director, CSIR-IIP.  

 

The Biochemistry and Biotechnology team at CSIR-IIP is receiving continuous expert 

guidance from CSIR's specialized biological sciences laboratories such as CSIR-Institute of  

Genomics and Integrative Biology (IGIB) (Delhi), CSIR-Institute of  Microbial Technology 

(IMTECH) (Chandigarh) and CSIR-Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB) 

(Hyderabad) to enable their active participation in the fight against coronavirus.  

 

CSIR-IIP is in constant touch with Uttarakhand state health ministry and all government 

hospitals to make the facility fully operational and initiate testing by mid-May. This state-of-

the-art testing facility will be available for the long term as a state resource centre for viral 

testing, as well as a key part of  the planned environmental biotechnology centre of  

excellence at CSIR-IIP. 

 

“This effort will augment the capacity of  the limited public testing facilities across 
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Uttarakhand and help share a load of  patient samples from the populous Dehradun district, 

which is currently supported for testing only by AIIMS (Rishikesh) and Doon Hospital. 

Additionally, CSIR-IIP is also planning to adopt a faster micro RT-PCR-based analysis 

method for sample screening under the technical supervision of  CSIR-IGIB”, said Dr Ray.  

 

Health experts believe that more testing can help in surveillance of  Covid-19 outbreak. 

One of  the commonly accepted methods of  diagnosis approved by the World Health 

Organization (WHO) is through the real-time reverse transcription PCR (RT-PCR) 

technique, wherein the researchers extract nucleic acid from the collected samples from 

individuals (typically either a nasal or throat swab, or saliva) and amplify parts of  the viral 

genome via RT-PCR. The test is positive if  the samples harbour any viral RNA and return 

a negative result if  the viral RNA is absent.  

 

Other than this testing effort, CSIR-IIP is providing the free supply of  in-house produced 

hand sanitizer in bulk to local hospitals and police stations, and masks to sanitation workers 

and needy migrants. The Institute is also developing a low-cost oxygen concentrator for 

medical use, using the lab's industry-proven capability of  adsorptive gas separation.  

Published in: 

Thehindubusinessline 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/science/csir-iip-to-set-up-viral-testing-facility-to-fight-covid-19/article31487973.ece
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Kisan Sabha App by CSIR-CRRI to Provide Most Economical and 

Timely Logistics Support to Farmers 

CSIR -CRRI                                                                                       02 May, 2020                                                                            

 
 
 

In present situation of  COVID 19, farmers are looking for help so that their harvest reaches 

the market and procurement of  seed/ fertilizer, etc. A robust supply chain management is 

urgently required to facilitate the timely delivery of  the produce at the best possible 

prices. Kisan Sabha App developed by CSIR-Central Road Research Institute (CSIR-CRRI), 

New Delhi to connect farmers to supply chain and freight transportation management 

system was remotely launched today, by DG, ICAR and Secretary DARE, 

Dr. Trilochan Mohapatra. 

 

Dr Mohapatra complimented CSIR on developing this portal as a one stop solution for 

farmers, transporters and other entities engaged in the agriculture Industry and offered that 

ICAR can work together with CSIR and use the Krishi Vigyan Kendra‟s (KVK) networks for 

implementation.  

 

DG CSIR and Secretary DSIR, Dr Shekar C Mande, present on the occasion, noted that “The 

development and launch of  the App reiterates the commitment of  CSIR in supporting the 

farmers in these critical times in the country. We look forward to partnering with ICAR, 

Industry, MSMEs, the trucker and farming community and all stakeholders to take this 

initiative forward”, he said.  

 

The launch of  the app was witnessed remotely by representatives of  industry, farmers, team 

of  CSIR-CRRI and other senior scientists of  CSIR.  Dr Satish Chandra, Director of  CSIR-

CRRI highlighted that as the overall agriculture market is not well organized and lot of  

produce gets wasted or is being sold at a very low rates, a detailed primary study was 

undertaken wherein 500+ farmers, were interviewed and 6-day long survey with dealers, 

transporters and farmers was conducted in Asia‟s biggest AzadpurMandi to understand the 
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various issues and gaps in the current environment. Based on this study and the current 

prevailing situation, the Kisan Sabha App was developed.  

 

The portal connects the farmers, transporters, Service providers (like pesticides/ fertilizer/ 

dealers, cold store and warehouse owner), mandi dealers, customers (like big retail outlets, 

online stores, institutional buyers) and other related entities for timely and effective 

solution.  

 

The portal acts as a single stop for every entity related to agriculture, be they a farmer who 

needs better price for the crops or mandi dealer who wants to connect to more farmers or 

truckers who invariably go empty from the mandis.  

 

KisanSabha also works for people in agriculture services sector such as dealers of  

fertilizers/ pesticides,who can reach out to more farmers for their services.  

 

It would also prove to be useful for those associated with cold store(s) 

or godown(s). KisanSabha also provides a platform for people who want to buy directly from the 

farmers.  

 

Kisan Sabha has 6 major modules taking care of  Farmers/Mandi 

Dealers/Transporters/Mandi Board Members/ Service Providers/Consumers.  

 

Kisan Sabha aims to provide the most economical and timely logistics support to the 

farmers and increase their profit margins by minimizing interference of  middlemen and 

directly connecting with the institutional buyers. It will also help in providing best market 

rates of  crops by comparing nearest mandis, booking of  freight vehicle at cheapest cost 

thereby giving maximum benefit to the farmers.  
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IITR has now taken up three verticals against Covid-19  

CSIR -IITR                                                                                         02 May, 2020                                                                            

 
 
 

Testing is the key component in the fight against Covid-19. It helps to monitor and restrict 

the spread of  this coronavirus. This is the reason why there is a constant emphasis on 

increasing the number of  testing for Covid-19. Lucknow-based Indian Institute of  

Toxicology Research (IITR) is now working on three verticals, out of  five taken up by CSIR 

against the coronavirus, which includes a new Covid-19 testing facility being started from 

May 2. 

 

CSIR has devised a five-pronged strategy in the fight against Covid-19. The five verticals to 

fight Covid-19 are Surveillance, Rapid and Cheap Diagnosis, Development of  New Therapies 

(including Repurposing of  Drugs and New Drugs), Hospital Assistive Devices and Supply 

Chain and Logistics. Among these verticals, CSIR-IITR is participating in the three verticals, 

namely prevention, diagnostics and therapeutics. 

 

CSIR-IITR has distributed over 2500 litres of  hand sanitizer to frontline workers involved in 

the fight against Corona at Lucknow, Varanasi and Raebarely. This initiative was 

accomplished with the Corporate Social Responsibility contributions of  various corporates. 

In the second vertical, CSIR-IITR has set up a state-of-the-art facility for Covid-19 testing as 

per national norms. A team of  about 24 personnel will be participating in this exercise and 

have been imparted training by the Department of  Microbiology, King George's Medical 

University (KGMU) on issues related to biosafety and handling of  samples. 

 

In a meeting held with Suresh Khanna, Minister of  Medical Education, and Chief  Secretary, 

Government of  Uttar Pradesh, Professor Alok Dhawan, Director, CSIR-IITR, apprised them 

of  the Institute‟s full preparedness for testing and assured support to the state to enhance the 

testing capacity for Covid-19. 
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Principal Secretary, Medical Education, has informed that the samples will be sent to CSIR-

IITR from 2nd of  May. Initially, the institute shall be performing test on 50 samples per 

day as per the suggestion of  KGMU, which will be ramped up in a week or so. 

 

Director-General of  CSIR and Secretary, Department of  Scientific and Industrial Research 

(DSIR), as well as the Indian Council of  Medical Research (ICMR), Ministry of  Health 

and Family Welfare, have given their approval for testing of  Covid-19 at CSIR-IITR. 
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CCMB employing several tools & approaches in country's fight 

against COVID-19 

CSIR -CCMB                                                                                       02 May, 2020                                                                            

 
 
 

Council of  Scientific and Industrial Research, CSIR's constituent leading biology lab, Centre 

for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB)  in Hyderabad is employing several tools and 

approaches in the country's fight against COVID-19. 

 

Speaking exclusively to AIR News, Director of  the premier laboratory, Dr Rakesh Mishra 

said, CCMB is doing Next Generation Sequencing and analysis to map out the whole genome 

sequence of  the Novel Coronavirus. 
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CDRI, IITR and BSIP to begin corona testing from today: Yogi 

CSIR –CDRI,IITR                                                                               02 May, 2020                                                                            

 
 
 

Chief  minister Yogi Adityanath on Friday said microbiologists and other manpower have 

been made available to Central Drug Research Institute (CDRI), Indian Institute of  

Toxicology Research (IITR) and Birbal Sahni Institute of  Palaeosciences (BSIP) and testing 

for Covid-19 samples would begin there from Saturday. 

 

Giving their consent to carry out Covid-19 testing, the premier research institutes had 

recently requested the government for microbiologists and other manpower for the job. 

 

Reviewing the lockdown situation at a meeting here on Friday, Yogi also gave directives for 

pool testing and said world-class quality test kits for coronavirus should be considered to 

expedite testing work in the state. 

 

The chief  minister directed sending of  additional administrative officers and dedicated 

medical teams to Agra and Kanpur Nagar and said protecting medical teams from infection 

was a must to defeat the virus. He said police was working in the forefront in the battle 

against coronavirus and arrangements for their training should be made to protect them. He 

said PPE kits and N-95 masks etc should also be given to them for protection. He said master 

trainers should be appointed to carry out training work and added that patients should be 

admitted to L-1, L-2 and L-3 Covid hospitals after making an assessment of  their condition. 

 

Yogi said emergency health services should be started in all districts and list of  government 

and private doctors for consultation should be published in newspapers. He said masks and 

gloves should be provided to UPSRTC drivers bringing migrant labourers back to UP. He 

said the state government was committed to bringing back migrant labourers/workers and 

steps have been taken for their return to the state in a phased manner. 
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The chie minister said about 4 lakh migrant labourers/workers have returned from Delhi 

while 12,000 have been brought back from Haryana. He said the state government would 

ensure that migrants from other states, too, returned safely. He said steps should be taken 

to bring back migrant labourers/workers from one state at a time and name and contact 

numbers of  all those returning must be recorded. He said all those returning should be 

tested and mandatorily be put in quarantine. He said adequate arrangements for quarantine 

centres and community kitchens should be made for the labourers. 

 

Yogi said Uttar Pradesh‟s border with other states should remain sealed and no entry 

should be allowed from there. He said the chief  minister‟s help line should connect with 

village pradhans and corporators to ensure that no one returned without giving proper 

information as such people may be possible corona carriers. 

 

He said digital banking should be promoted to avoid crowding in banks and added that 

RuPay card should be encouraged for digital transactions. 
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CSIR-IICT                                02 May, 2020  
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CCMB to start genome research on samples of  COVID-19 patients 

CSIR –CCMB                                                                                     01 May, 2020                                                                            

 
 
 

The Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB), Hyderabad, is all set to start 

genome research on the samples of  Covid-positive patients in the State. 

 

HYDERABAD: The Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB), Hyderabad, is all 

set to start genome research on the samples of  COVID-19-positive patients in the State. This 

is to study why close to 60 per cent of  the patients in Telangana were asymptomatic, while 

the rest require intensive treatment 

 

Dr Rakesh Mishra, Director of  CCMB, told Express, “The COVID-19-19 pandemic has 

affected lakhs of  people across the globe. In Telangana, we have noted that while 60 per cent 

of  the people who are affected by the virus are asymptomatic in nature, while the rest have 

symptoms and require treatment. So, the research will help us understand one of  the two 

things -- is the virus different in the 40 per cent of  people, or do 60 per cent of  people have 

some differences in their genes as compared to the rest of  the positive patients.” 

 

He further added, “This process, however, cannot be accomplished within days or weeks. We 

may need a minimum of  two months to come to any sort of  conclusion. However, the 

research, if  successful, will be able to point out a certain group of  people who can go out, 

work, and be a part of  social life, and the group of  people who should take precautions, once 

the lockdown is lifted.”  

 

The CCMB started testing COVID-19-positive samples close to a month ago. Will the 

samples of  the positive patients be used for the research? “Yes. For the research to be 

successful, we will require all the data related to every patient, their treatment, history, and 

their samples. Thus, we have contacted all the hospitals and authorities involved and signed 
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documents related to research ethics, and the process will be started soon.” 

 

Vaccine for virus 

Asked if  the research would help in the development of  vaccine or a treatment for 

Coronavirus, he said, “We have not thought that far yet. However, I feel it would not be 

very helpful. It may definitely help us understand the dynamic nature of  the virus and how 

it changes inside a host, and that information may be helpful in the development of  a 

vaccine. But all of  this will depend on the result of  our research.” 

 

Understanding the virus better 

The research is to study why close to 60 per cent of  the patients in Telangana are 

asymptomatic, while the rest of  the 40 per cent require intensive treatment. It may help in 

understanding the dynamic nature of  the virus and that information may be helpful in 

developing a vaccine 

Published in: 

Newindianexpress 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/telangana/2020/may/01/ccmb-to-start-genome-research-on-samples-of-covid-19-patients-2137630.html


  Produced by Unit for Science Dissemination, CSIR, Anusandhan Bhawan, 2 Rafi Marg, New Delhi 

Please Follow/Subscribe CSIR Social Media Handles 

CSIR INDIA  CSIR India  CSIR_IND 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-ZY_sMrNWx-gNxtEA6L9Uw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-ZY_sMrNWx-gNxtEA6L9Uw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-ZY_sMrNWx-gNxtEA6L9Uw
https://www.facebook.com/INDIA.CSIR/
https://www.facebook.com/INDIA.CSIR/
https://www.facebook.com/INDIA.CSIR/
https://www.facebook.com/INDIA.CSIR/
https://twitter.com/CSIR_IND

