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HAL, NAL join for Saras MKII aircraft 

CSIR-NAL                                                                                       15 March, 2020                                                                            

 
 
 

MoU Signed Between HAL and CSIR-NAL for Design, Development, Production 
and Maintenance of SARAS MKII Aircraft . (Source: Twitter) 

and foreign customers. The indigenously 

developed 19-seat aircraft will cater to the 

needs of  Indian Air Force and also the 

regional connectivity services among the 

tier-2 and tier-3 cities. 

 

HAL chairman and managing director R 

Madhavan told Telangana Today, “The 

design and manufacturing of  systems and 

landing gears will happen at HAL Kanpur. 

The first customer for the aircraft will be 

Indian Air Force but we also see 

opportunities in the civil aviation space. The 

aircraft will take about 2-3 years for 

development. After the testing and 

approvals are over, we will get into the 

production mode.” 

 

“In addition to India, we see good market in 

South East Asia. The aircraft will use most 

advanced technology that will make it easy 

for pilot to handle and fly. Civil aviation will 

be a large market. We will also supply to 

defence forces of  friendly nations,” he added. 

Aircraft is intended to be sold to the Indian 

defence forces, civil aviation sector and 

foreign customers 

 

Hyderabad: Hindustan Aeronautics Limited 

(HAL) has signed a memorandum of  

understanding (MoU) with CSIR- National 

Aerospace Laboratories (NAL) for design, 

development, production and maintenance 

of  Saras MKII aircraft. The MoU has been 

exchanged between the companies at Wings. 

 

The aircraft is intended to be sold to the 
Indian defence forces, civil aviation sector  
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HAL also signed a MoU with Blue Ray Aviation under which two HAL Do-228 aircraft 

will be used by the latter for air connectivity, charter services or air ambulance service. The 

Transport Aircraft Division (TAD) of  HAL in Kanpur has been producing the aircraft. 

 

Published in: 

Telanganatoday 

https://telanganatoday.com/hal-nal-join-for-saras-mkii-aircraft
https://telanganatoday.com/hal-nal-join-for-saras-mkii-aircraft
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CFTRI Honours Environmentalist Saalumarada Thimmakka 

CSIR-CFTRI                                                                                   15 March, 2020                                                                            

 
 
 

Later speaking at the function, Salumarada 

Thimmakka recalled the travails that she 

had to face during her epic conservation 

efforts.  “Plant trees and your family will 

also flourish like the trees,” she said and 

added that nature blesses everyone who 

takes care of  it.  

 

Dr. KSMS Raghavarao, Director, CSIR-

CFTRI, who presided over the function, 

paid tributes to the women, especially in 

their roles as mothers and daughters.   

 

Reciting a poem in Telugu, he said: “the 

greatness of  womanhood and the 

importance of  a woman is understood only 

in a family setting.”  

 

Earlier, Dr. Ushadevi, Secretary, CFTRI 

Women’s Association (CWA), spoke about 

the life and achievements of  Salumarada 

Thimmakka. 

 

A cheque for Rs.15,000 from CSIR-CFTRI 

“Nature blesses everyone who takes care 

of  it” 

 

Mysuru/Mysore: The Women’s 

Association of  CSIR-CFTRI, as part of  

International Women’s Day celebrations, 

honoured  centenarian environmentalist 

and Padma Shri awardee Salumarada 

Thimmakka at a programme organised at 

the CFTRI premises in city recently. 

 

The event was celebrated as a tribute to the 

conservationist with the staff  and the chief  

guest  Thimmakka planting saplings. 
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was handed over to her. Another bounty of  Rs.50,000 collected by the staff  and students was 

also given to Thimmakka by Dr. Swaroopa Rani, President, CWA, towards environmental 

conservation. 

 

Jayalakshmi proposed a vote of  thanks. Umesh, adopted son of  Salumarada Thimmakka and 

other members of  CWA were present at the event. 

Published in: 

Starofmysore 

https://starofmysore.com/cftri-honours-environmentalist-saalumarada-thimmakka/
https://starofmysore.com/cftri-honours-environmentalist-saalumarada-thimmakka/
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11th plastic bank of Doon opens at Anthropological survey 

CSIR-IIP                                                                                        15 March, 2020                                                                            

 
 
 

The initiative of  the Indian Institute of  Petroleum (IIP) and Social Development for 

Communities Foundation (SDCF) for setting up plastic banks is slowly gaining 

momentum. On Friday 11th plastic bank was established at the campus of  Anthropological 

Survey of  India. Speaking on the occasion, the founder of  SDCF, Anoop Nautiyal said that 

if  the initiative is adopted by everyone then the day is not far when Dehradun would 

become clean and plastic free. The Head of  the Anthropological Survey, Dr Harshvardhan 

Singh, held a session with the all the departments and its staff  and workers and informed 

them about the detrimental effect of  single use plastic and reminded them to uphold their 

duty as citizens. He said that the amount of  plastic in our kitchens should motivate us to 

collect it and transfer it to the nearest plastic bank in Dehradun. The SDCF officials 

claimed that in nearly four months, it has managed to collect 1800 kilograms of  plastic and 

delivered it to the Indian Institute of  Petroleum (IIP) where the plastic is converted into 

diesel. About 1000 kilos of  plastic can yield 800 liters of  diesel 

Published in: 

Dailypioneer 

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2020/state-editions/11th-plastic-bank-of-doon-opens-at-anthropological-survey.html
https://www.dailypioneer.com/2020/state-editions/11th-plastic-bank-of-doon-opens-at-anthropological-survey.html
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Covid-19: CIMAP mulls commercial launch of  herbal sanitiser 

CSIR-CIMAP                                                                                  14 March, 2020                                                                            

 
 
 

LUCKNOW: Unable to meet the  rising  demand  for  its  herbal sanitiser  Central 

Institute of  Medicinal and Aromatic Plants (CIMAP) is all set to sign a deal with a 

company for its  commercial production. 

 

The demand was fuelled by a shortage of  branded disinfectants in the market. 

 

The sale of  'Hankool', the sanitiser developed by CIMAP,  saw a tenfold increase-from 10 

units sold daily to over 100 now-over the past two weeks as cases of  coronaviris  began 

trickling in. 

 

The institute had developed the sanitiser around two decades back but production was 

limited. It was made available to people at affordable prices. 

 

"In view of  the rise in demand and in national interest, we are in talks with several 

companies for the commercial launch of  the product. The deal will be finalised by next 

week and will include the clause that it be sold at economical prices so that it   reaches the 

masses," said CIMAP director Prabodh K Trivedi. 

 

"The scientifically tested herbal sanitiser is made from essential oils derived from plants, 

and alcohol. It is effective against a wide range of  viruses and bacteria without any side 

effect," said Trivedi. 

Published in: 

Timesofindia 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/lucknow/covid-19-cimap-mulls-commercial-launch-of-herbal-sanitiser/articleshow/74621576.cms
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Yoga Can Improve Sperm Motility, Says CCMB-AIIMS Study 

CSIR-CCMB                                                                                   14 March, 2020                                                                            

 
 
 

A collaborative study from the Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB), 

Hyderabad, and All India Institute Of  Medical Sciences (AIIMS), New Delhi, has now 

shown that the traditional practice of  yoga has positive effects on the quality of  sperm. 

The beneficial effects have been correlated with epigenetic changes in the sperm. 

 

Yoga-based lifestyle interventions (YBLI) are increasingly being offered as an adjunct to 

modern medicine. This pilot study, published in the journal Andrologia, offers a first-of-its-

kind analysis of  the effect of  YBLI in infertile men. In this study, after the practice of  

yoga, infertile men have demonstrated reduction in seminal oxidative stress with 

improvement in sperm motility, indicating its fertilizing potential. 

 

Yoga practices in this study included physical movements and postures (asanas), breathing 

techniques (pranayama), and meditation (dhyana) for 1 hour a day for 21 days. This led to 

improved sperm quality in the patients enrolled in the study. 

 

Yoga practices in this study included physical movements and postures (asanas), breathing 

techniques (pranayama), and meditation (dhyana) for 1 hour a day for 21 days. 

 

Genetic system of  organisms is heavily influenced and regulated by environmental factors. 

Unlike the DNA sequence, which an individual is born with, epigenetic changes are 

dynamic and reversible in response to the environmental influences. Unhealthy lifestyle 

and social habits are known to have adverse effects on the sperm, resulting in a decline in 

male reproductive health in recent years. 
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Using state-of-the-art DNA sequencing analysis, the study demonstrated a resetting of  the 

sperm methylome (pattern of  chemical changes called DNA methylation) in the yoga 

practitioners. The methylome, known to directly control the expression of  genes, in this 

case is found to be associated with changes at nearly 400 genes, including several genes that 

are known play a role in male fertility, spermatogenesis and embryo implantation. 

 

"The genes identified using the epigenomic approach in this study will be useful candidates 

for further focused investigations. As this pilot study was carried out on a small number of  

individuals, a larger scale investigation and further research on the effects of  YBLI on male 

infertility will be necessary", says Dr. Rakesh Mishra, Director, CSIR-CCMB. 

 

Besides Dr. Mishra, the research team included Shilpa Bisht, Sofia Banu, Surabhi 

Srivastava, Rashmi U. Pathak, Rajeev Kumar and Rima Dada. 

 

Published in: 

Medicaldialogues 

https://medicaldialogues.in/ayush/yoga/news/yoga-can-improve-sperm-motility-says-ccmb-aiims-study-63934
https://medicaldialogues.in/ayush/yoga/news/yoga-can-improve-sperm-motility-says-ccmb-aiims-study-63934
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Coronavirus spooks IIT(ISM) & Koylanchal varsity, dashes dream 

CSIR-CIMFR                                                                                  14 March, 2020                                                                            

 
 
 

The coronavirus pandemic has spooked top technical and research institutes of  Dhanbad, 

with IIT(ISM) on Friday announcing the postponement of  all official engagements as a 

preventive measure. 

 

Through an advisory issued on Friday, IIT(ISM) director Rajiv Shekhar cancelled all 

conferences, seminars, workshops and professional development programmes till further 

notice and asked students, faculty and staff  members not to organise any event involving 

the assembly of  a large number of  people. 

 

The institute has also asked members and students to postpone foreign visits besides 

withdrawing all approvals to foreign travels. 

 

“The cancellation charges for travel tickets, hotel bookings and visa processing fees can be 

claimed if  the approval for the foreign travel has been obtained prior to this advisory,” the 

statement reads. 

 

Any bookings made after the issue of  the advisory won’t be eligible for refund. 

 

“In case a student, faculty or staff  member has to go abroad for unavoidable official 

purpose, a special permission will be required from the undersigned through the 

appropriate channel,” the advisory says. 

 

A supplementary advisory, also issued by the tech institute on Friday, asked students who 

had gone home during the mid-semester break from March 8-15 to extend their stay if 
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they felt unsafe about travelling back. 

 

“The classes will be held as per schedule. However, the minimum attendance requirement 

of  75 per cent for the current semester has been waived off. The lecture notes will be 

uploaded online by the respective faculty members,” read the supplementary advisory, 

which also informed students about the pre online registration for the monsoon semester 

of  2020-21. 

 

The IIT(ISM) had on Thursday advised students down with cold, cough and flu during 

their holiday break to stay at home till they made complete recovery. 

 

“You will be given attendance waiver during the period of  absence. Upon reaching the 

institute after getting fully cured, you need to furnish a medical certificate clearly 

specifying the period during which you were under treatment to avail the attendance 

waiver,” the statement issued on Thursday said. 

 

Students have been advised to wash their hands frequently and contact the doctor at the 

healthcare centre of  the institute in case of  cough, cold or fever. 

 

“All the advisories have been issued as part of  the preventive steps in the wake of  

coronavirus (Covid-19) outbreak across the globe,” the IIT(ISM) director said. 

 

Central Institute of  Mining and Fuel Research (CIMFR), the premiere research laboratory 

of  Council of  Scientific and Industrial Research, has also cancelled events that necessitated 

large gatherings. 

 

The spring festival scheduled at CIMFR’s Digwadih campus and an Indo-French expert 

talk scheduled from April 22 in Bangalore have been scrapped. 
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Binod Bihari Mahto Koylanchal University (BBMKU) has also instructed the principals of  

all constituent, affiliated and BEd colleges to not allow any meetings, conferences or 

seminars till further orders. 

 

A notice by the university further instructed principals to make proper cleanliness 

measures in their respective institutions. 

 

Biometric attendance have been discontinued in colleges and employees have been asked to 

register their attendance manually. 

 

Published in: 

Telegraphindia 

https://www.telegraphindia.com/states/jharkhand/coronavirus-spooks-iit-ism-koylanchal-varsity-dashes-dream/cid/1753488
https://www.telegraphindia.com/states/jharkhand/coronavirus-spooks-iit-ism-koylanchal-varsity-dashes-dream/cid/1753488
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CSIR-NML                           14 March 2020  
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CSIR-NML                             14 March 2020  
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Bowenpally: Veggie waste packs a 'power' punch 

CSIR-IICT                                                                                      13 March, 2020                                                                            

 
 
 

Bowenpally: Soon you will not find vegetable waste dumped at the Dr Ambedkar Vegetable 

Market Yard or Bowenpally Market Yard. A biogas plant has been installed in market yard 

and trial runs are going on. The project is a joint collaboration between Department of  

Biotechnology (DBT) and the state government is estimated to cost Rs 4 crore. 

 

The plant is designed by the Indian Institute of  Chemical Technology (IICT) by using 

Anaerobic Gas lift Reactor (AGR) Technology and is executed by Ahuja Engineering 

Services Private Limited. The private company is the turnkey service provider that is 

responsible for the engineering design, fabrication, installation and commissioning of  the 

plant while IICT is the technology provider. 

 

Speaking to THI, TN Srinivas, the chairman of  the Bowenpally market yard, said, "The 

plant was installed in January. For the past one-and-a-half-months, trial runs are being 

conducted with 6 tonnes of  waste. The idea is to increase the load to 10 tonnes. On an 

average, five tonnes of  vegetable waste is produced in the market yard. Every month Rs 5 

lakh is spent towards the power bills and also to remove vegetable waste from the market. 

Now with the help of  this plant, it would save 27 units of  electricity per day and 800 to 

900 units per month." 

 

"The plant would be fully commissioned to produce biogas by the end of  March 2020. 

Biogas would be converted into electricity by using a biogas generator. As the plant is 

expected to produce at least 800 units of  electricity per day from 10 to 15 tonnes of  

vegetable waste per day," said Shruti Ahuja, Director and business head, Ahuja 

Engineering Services Private Limited. 
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In addition to this, approximately 10 to 15 tonnes per day of  nutrient-rich digestate which 

is a biofertilisers would be produced every day and this fertilisers would be given to the 

vegetable vendors. To monitor this plant six helpers and an operator are deployed. The 

operation and maintenance of  the plant would be operated by the company for a term of  

one year. 

 

Published in: 

Thehansindia 

https://www.thehansindia.com/telangana/bowenpally-veggie-waste-packs-a-power-punch-611636
https://www.thehansindia.com/telangana/bowenpally-veggie-waste-packs-a-power-punch-611636
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Nothing is impossible in this world, if  your goal is fixed: Padma 

Shri Premlata Agarwal 

CSIR-NML                                                                                      13 March, 2020                                                                            

 
 
 

NML celebrates International Women’s Day 

 

Jamshedpur, March 13: CSIR-National Metallurgical Laboratory on Friday celebrated 

International Women’s Day at CSIR-NML. 

 

Padma Shri Premlata Agarwal, Dr. I. Chattoraj, director, CSIR-NML, Jamshedpur, D. 

Chattoraj, , Dr. S. Palit Sagar, Sr. principal  scientist, CSIR-NML were present during the 

inaugural function. 

 

Around 200 staff  and family members from different divisions and centres of  CSIR-NML 

participated in the programme. The theme of  today’s inaugural session was 

“EachforEqual” – The theme of  International Women’s Day 2020. 

 

While welcoming the gathering, Dr. I. Chattoraj appreciated the women employees 

working at the laboratory. 

 

Chief  Guest, Padma Shri Premlata Agarwal emphasised on the role of  women. Man and 

Women both are equal. Man & Women have different qualities, we should respect each 

other. Nothing is impossible in this world, if  your goal is fixed, you can achieve at any 

point of  time. Nothing can be the hurdle in the path of  success if  you are bent upon 

achieving the goals in your life. 

 

Dr. S. Palit Sagar, Chairperson of the programme opined that women’s role in the 
development of country. He said, the theme of our team is to uplift under privileged  
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women employee through education and improve their confidence level so that they can 

perform in an open audience. 

 

Mrs. D. Chattoraj proposed the vote of  thanks and expressed her appreciation to all the 

members of  the organising committee for their untiring effort in making the programme a 

success. Special thanks was given to our temporary women employee for their performance. 

Mrs. Chattoraj ended saying, “Empowerment is for weak only and we are woman” 

 

On the eve of  International Women’s Day celebration, lot of  activities like – Food zone, 

Creativity, Rangoli, Pot Painting, Game Zone and so on. Other cultural programme were 

also organised by the CSIR-NML family in this occasion. 

 

On March 12, CSIR-NML organised a day long Health Check-up for all its women 

employees, spouses of  male employees, project staff  and contractual staff. About 80 women 

mandatorily attended the health check-up.  In this endeavour, the entire medical staff  of  

CSIR-NML was involved and facilitated the camp under the supervision of  Dr. Priyanka 

Singh, Resident Medical Officer to make the program a success. 

 

Published in: 
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CSIR-CFTRI                         13 March 2020  
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Sanjeev Khosla is CSIR-IMTECH Director 

CSIR-IMTECH                                                                                12 March, 2020                                                                            

 
 
 

Dr Sanjeev Khosla today joined as the full-time Director of  CSIR-Institute of  Microbial 

Technology (IMTECH). Dr Khosla, who has more than two decades of  research 

experience, succeeds Dr Anil Koul who resigned last year. 

 

Dr Khosla, prior to his appointment as the Director, was working as a scientist at the 

Centre for DNA Fingerprinting and Diagnostics (CDFD), Hyderabad. 

 

He completed his PhD from the Indian Institute of  Science (IISc), Bangalore. He had 

worked on the correlation of  chromatin organisation with genomic imprinting and sex 

determination in insects. He has more than 30 publications in reputed science citation 

index journals. 

 

Khosla said: “It’s an honour to lead a premier microbial research institution and contribute 

to its long-term success.” — TNS 
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CSIR-IMTECH                         12 March 2020  
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