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System efficiency must for sustainable development, says TV 

Narendran

CSIR-NML                                                                                19th January, 2019

The 32nd national convention cum seminar on “Advances in Engineering Materials for

Sustainable Development (AEMSD 2019)” organised by The Institution of Engineers

(India), Jamshedpur Local Centre in association with Tata Steel and CSIR-National

Metallurgical Laboratory kicked off on Friday at CSIR-NML Auditorium. T.V.

Narendran, CEO & managing director, Tata Steel, Indranil Chattoraj, director, CSIR-

NML, Jamshedpur, K K Mehrotra, Chairman, MMDB of IEI, Avneesh Gupta, vice-

president, shared services, Tata Steel and P.N. Chaudhary, former Chief Scientist &

organising Secretary, AEMSD, inaugurated the event.

Narendran in his address stressed on the need of ‘system efficiency’ in view of the

sustainable development. He said materials due play very important role. There has been a

debate regarding the material consumption as developed countries uses the largest chunk

(80%) than the developing countries (20%), thereby, the quality/ enriched materials

getting gradually depleted.

But over last 15-20 years the trend are getting reversed and consumption by the

developing countries are in the rising order. As a result the demand for materials are

increasing and realising the inter-dependency of materials, the sustainability is becoming

the thread and the main focus of engineers. This is true for almost every sector, namely –

Auto industry, Civil construction, Manufacturing industry, Steel, Environmental and

likewise. While welcoming the gathering, Avneesh Gupta said, "Use of materials and

metals dates to stone and iron age and there has been a constant drive to bring in

breakthroughs". Sustainability oriented society is forcing the transformation of

manufacturing and engineering sectors which is where digitization and use of advance



5

Produced by Unit for Science Dissemination, CSIR, Anusandhan Bhawan, 2 Rafi Marg, New Delhi

Published in:
The Pioneer

analytics has also started taking a leading role. In this context the AEMSD 2019 seminar has

become relevant for exchange of knowledge amongst the learned gathering.

Indranil Chattoraj spoke on the occasion and said, "The imperatives for developing newer and

better materials are many; but such development have to be sustainable to avoid the

environmental pitfalls of the past. He added the convention and the seminar venue has been

appropriately selected at our laboratory keeping space with the times as well as metallurgical

and materials engineering communities as large".

K.K. Mehrotra said, Society faces great challenges to sustain continued development in the

21st Century for which technical innovations are the key tools for engineering solutions, by

implementing sustainable practices in the use of materials, the materials science and

engineering community will be well-positioned to take active role in shaping public policy in

support of sustainable development.

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2019/state-editions/system-efficiency-must-for-sustainable-development--says-tv-narendran.html
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Trg on aromatic plants cultivation imparted

CSIR-NEIST                                                                              18th January, 2019

The Namsai Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK) organized a training programme on ‘cultivation

and processing of aromatic plants’ for the farmers of Kumari Adivasi village on

Thursday, under Jorhat (Assam)-based CSIR-NEIST’s ‘Aroma Mission’.

During the programme, KVK Head Dr Manish Kanwat emphasized the need for “a

synergistic approach, such as medicinal plant cultivation and its product marketing,” for

doubling the farmers’ income by 2022.

CSIR-NEIST scientist Dr Mohanlal explained how to use natural resources, such as by

cultivating medicinal and aromatic plants, for generating self-employment avenues for the

rural youths. He also spoke on the improved and high oil content varieties of lemongrass

and citronella which fetch good returns on investment.

A team of scientists answered the queries raised by the farmers with respect to

processing and marketing of essential oil.

KVK scientist Dr Santosh Kumar highlighted the benefits of lemongrass and citronella

“in terms of rupees per hectare, cost of cultivation and protection from stray animals.”

As many as 110 farmers participated in the programme.

Published in:
The Arunachal Times

https://nenow.in/north-east-news/assam-science-education-tour-sivasagar-students-gaon-burhas-concludes-jorhat.html
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Nurturing young scientists at CCMB

CSIR-CCMB                                                                              17th January, 2019

It is not every day that school students

get a chance to interact with scientists

and conduct scientific experiments but 24

students from different schools including

from Bidar in Karnataka spent two-weeks

at the Centre for Cellular & Molecular

Biology (CCMB) as part of the Young

Innovators’ Program (YIP), an annual

programme. It lets school students of

grades 8-10 apply for the programme.

The first leg of the programme allows all

the applicants to interact with eminent

scientists and know about their works. It

is followed by a selection test, where

generally the top 15% are selected to

spend two weeks at CCMB.

This year 133 students evinced interest and 24

were selected. These two weeks at CCMB give

students a flavour of what pursuing science is like,

perform some of the classical experiments, and get

trained in the scientific method of thinking. They

visit different labs in CCMB, observe the works

that happen there and interact with the researchers

who work in those labs. They do hands on

experiments including isolating their own DNA

from their cells, watching chromosomes, working

with some of the common animal models. During

these two weeks, the YIP participants also gain an

insight on different career opportunities in science,

spanning from research to entrepreneurship. The

program aims towards having better informed

high school students on the different possibilities

that lie ahead of them, and encourage them to be

more curious and inquisitive.

YIP 2019, the 5th program in the row, was

inaugurated on Dec 26th by Dr Harsh Gupta,

scientist at CSIR – National Geophysical Research

Institute, on a captivating talk on India’s success in

predicting tsunamis.
Published in:

The Hans India

https://www.thehansindia.com/posts/index/Telangana/2019-01-17/Nurturing-young-scientists-at-CCMB/476554
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No light at the end of  the tunnel for Meghalaya miners

CSIR-NGRI                                                                              14th January, 2019

Experts have been visiting the spot since December 20 for rescuing the miners after the

news broke out at the national level, but the huge water level inside has foiled all their

efforts. It is exactly a month after 15 miners have been trapped in an illegal rat hole coal

mine in Meghalaya’s East Jaintia Hills district. The chances of their rescue continue to

remain bleak as dewatering the mine has so far been a futile effort.

Scientists and top notch agencies, known for their work in underground mines of the

country, Sunday arrived in the East Jaintia Hills to step up efforts to rescue the miners in

what is perhaps the country’s longest rescue mission.Operation spokesperson R Susngi

told PTI that a team headed by a scientist and comprising experts from Hyderabad-based

National Geophysical Research Institute, Council of Scientific and Industrial Research

(NGIR-CSIR) and Gravity and Magnetic Group, was at the spot.

Besides, a team each from the Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) and Chennai-based

Remotely Operatated Vehicle (ROV) have arrived to step up the mission, he said. Till date,

the dewatering of the 370-foot-deep mine where the miners are trapped has proved futile

as over 1 crore litres of water has been pumped out of the main shaft in the past one

month, but there has been no visible change in the water level, the offcial said.

Another 2 crore plus litres of water was pumped out from the nearby abandoned mines

suspected to be connected to the mine where the miners are trapped, but the rescuers are

clueless ‘how’ and ‘where’ the water is coming from, he said. In the Khloo-Ryngksan area,

where the ill-fated mine is located at the western side of a small hillock, the Lytein river

crisscross the valley for over 2 km.
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Experts have been visiting the spot since December 20 for rescuing the miners after the news

broke out at the national level, but the huge water level inside has foiled all their efforts.

Susngi said senior scientist of CSIR-NGRI Devashish Kumar and his team have arrived for

the operation. Another scientist from the Gravity and Magnetic Group, Niraj Kumar and his

team too arrived as have Jayanti Gogoi of GPR and Vineet Upadhyay, who is heading the

team of operators of the ROV from Chennai.

A team from Pune-based KSB has also arrived at the site and work is in progress to instal

another high power pump at the site, he said. The teams have been joined by about 200 people

from different agencies of the Government of India, including Indian Navy and NDRF,

besides Coal India Ltd and Kirloskar Brothers Ltd.

The Supreme Court which is monitoring the rescue efforts has directed the authorities to step

up their efforts and bring out the miners ‘dead or alive’. A citizens forum here associated with

RTI activist Agnes Kharshiinz has approached the Supreme Court for a complete ban on coal

mining in the state, saying there has been an “absolute" loss in terms of revenue from the

industry and that all indices in the mining district are down with 76 per cent of people being

landless.

Forum leader Angela Rangad said Sunday there were 24,626 coal mines in the district - about

52 mines/sq km at different stages of mining. The forum alleged collusion between the state

government and the illegal coal miners wherein the courts and the NGT were misled on

several occasions on the total amount of extracted coal waiting to be transported.

“This is evident from the fact that out of the 57 months (since May 2014 when the ban was

enforced), the NGT and the Supreme Court has allowed 32 months of transportation.

Where did so much untransported coal come from?" Rangad said. “We have requested the

court to issue direction to the state government to confiscate all untransported coal and use it

in public undertaking factories," she said.
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The report has been submitted to the Supreme Court for its perusal in Tuesday’s hearing, the

forum leader said and hoped that the judiciary would take cognisance of the evidence put

forth in the 600-page report of the citizen’s forum.

The National Green Tribunal had put a blanket ban on this type of mining since May 2014 as

it said it was unscientific and put the life of miners at risk. An interim relief of ₹ 1 lakh has

been offered to the family members of the trapped miners, officials said.

The mine owner, Krip Chullet, was arrested on December 14 while two of his accomplices are

still on the run, Superintendent of Police Sylvester Nongtynger said. Kharshiing, who

narrowly escaped attempts on her life by coal mafia on November 8 last, Sunday demanded

that the attack case be handed over to the CBI.

Eight out of the nine persons involved in masterminding the attack have been arrested so far,

police said. The arrested include Nidamon Chullet, the district leader of the ruling National

Peoples Party, they added.

https://www.livemint.com/
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Assam: Education tour for students and gaon burhas concludes in 

Jorhat

CSIR-NEIST                                                                              13th January, 2019

The science education tour of students and gaon burhas from 15 schools of Sivasagar

district of eastern Assam concluded at the Jorhat district library on Saturday with

students performing cultural items of song and dance and interacting with scientists of

CSIR-North East Institute of Science and Technology.

The three-day tour was conducted under the Mukhyo Mantrir Bigyan Darshan Scheme,

2019 and was flagged off by Sivasagar Deputy Commissioner Pallav Gopal Jha on

Thursday last. Organized by the Jorhat Science Centre and Planetarium and Assam

Science Technology and Environmental Council under the State Department of Science

and Technology in collaboration with Jorhat district administration, the students and gaon

burhas were taken on visits to Assam Agricultural University, CSIR-NEIST and Tocklai

Tea Research Institute apart from the Planetarium complex.On Saturday, they interacted

with NEIST scientists Mantu Bhuyan and Manabjyoti Bordoloi.The district

administration was represented by Geetanjali Dutta and the Jorhat Science Centre and

Planetarium by its director Pranab Jyoti Chetia.

On the first day, the group of students and gaon burhaswere addressed by Jorhat Deputy

Commissioner Narayan Konwar who told them that the purpose of the tour was to

remove blind faith and superstitious notions especially those responsible for witch hunting

and to create an environment which promoted the growth of science and technology.

There were about 45 students and 45 gaon burhas who had travelled in three ASTC

luxury coaches.

Published in:
Northeast Now
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