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The Councill ot Scientic and Industrial
Research (CSIR)-Central Mechanical
Engineering Research Institute (CMERI) of
Durgapur, West Bengal has set up a ‘Centre
for Post-Harvest Processing and Research’
In the state capital to help augment the rural
economy 1n Arunachal Pradesh. “I'he Centre
for Post-Harvest Processing will immensely
benet our rural tribal people as 1t will
them
stated Agriculture and

provide technical know-how to
through training,”
Horticulture Minister Tage Taki while
launching the centre at the Naharlagun
campus of CSIR- North East Institute of

Science and Technology (NEIST) here

agar: CSIR and CMERI set up ‘centre for post h:
yrocessing and research
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20t August, 2019
today. "Arunachal produces good quahty of

omnger, turmeric, chilly and other spices
crops but due to lack of preservation and
post-harvest processing technology, tarmers
are forced to sell their produces at a low
price. The centre will now immensely benet
our farmers as 1t will provide them technical
know-how on how to preserve their produces
using post-harvest technology,” Taki told the
reporters. To a question, the Minister said
that his department 1s contemplating to go
for post-harvest processing of winter
vegetables so that 1t could be preserved for
long. “We are working 1n line with Prime
Minister Narendra Modr's vision to double
the farmers 1ncome by the year 2022. To
attain that goal, we must explore for quality
marketable produces instead of quantity for
which post-harvest technology 1s very much
important,” he said. CSIR-CMERI Director
Dr Haris Hirani said, “To enhance income ot

the CSIRCMERI has developed

post-harvest technologies

farmers,
to providing

proper technological solutions for washing,

slicing, drying ot spices like ginger and
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turmeric for commercial purpose. This Centre will provide training to improve the
knowledge and skill of farmers and entrepreneurs of Arunachal Pradesh through post-
harvest handling, processing, water purication and renewable energy technologies,” he said.
T'he centre would help the tarmers of the state to fetch higher market prices for their
produces and enhance their economic conditions. The cost of the post-harvesting unit 1s
around Rs 10.5 lakh, he informed. He added, any prospective entrepreneur can develop
such machine by undergoing training here or he/she can come to us (at CSIR-CMERI,
Durgapur) for skill training or technology transter. “Entrepreneurs are most welcome to
this lab as well as in Durgapur where 1 have the main laboratory.” The director also said
that similar post-harvest processing unit was opened at Pasighat in East Siang district and
another unit along with waste management technology 1s being set up at Ziro in Lower
Subansir1 district, while adding that a ‘zero-waste colony 1s being developed at Ziro.
Coinciding with the mnaugural programme, a skill development programme on postharvest
processing of ginger & turmeric; renewable energy augmented with solar tree; and water
treatment engineering & management also commenced at the premises of CSIRNEIST
Branch Itanagar. Also present on the occasion were Doimukh MLLA Tana Hali Tara, CSIR-
NEIST (Jorhat) Director Dr G Narahar: Sastry and other scientists.

Published in:

Arunachal24.in
Also Published in:

Business Standard
Arunchal Times
Assam Tribune
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Mysuru: It 1s not only Science and
Technology but the advances 1 Food
Technology and the availability of ready-to-
eat food pioneered by the food research
institutes like CEFTRI (Central Food
Technological Research Institute) and
DFRL (Detence Food Research Laboratory)
In the city that will open eyes for the young
minds to look at wvarious options, said
Deputy Commissioner Abhiram G. Sankar.
He was speaking while participating in the
two-day JIGYASSA-2019, a Scientist-
Student Connect programme 1nitiated
between CSIR (Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research) the parent body of

-Student Connect Programme Opens Windows Fc
Minds’

oung

19th August, 2019
CSIR-CFTRI  and Kendriya Vidyalaya

Sanghatan (KVS) to extend students with

-8 classroom learning along with well-planned
" research laboratory learning, at the CF'TRI

premises here recently. Sankar said that there
are plenty of career opportunities in the field

_~ of food technology and 1t 1s the right time to

explore such 1deas by learning from the
scientists at the Institute.

There are several challenges 1 R&D
(Research and Development) and to see the
food processing units 1n the institute and
learn from them 1s a great opportunity for
the students and hence this two-day
programme 1s a very good one, he said.
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CF'TRI Director Dr. K.5.M.S. Raghava Rao told the students that the attitude to Science 1s
very 1important and whatever one learns must be shared with another as this goes a long
way 1n building a Nation.

The CSIR launched JIGYASA with a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with

Ministry of Science and Technology, Earth Science, Forests, Environment, Climate
Change and Ministry of Human Resource Development in 2017. Nearly 80 PUC students
and eight teachers of Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya from Mysuru, Mandya, Hassan and
Chamarajanagar districts participated in the two-day event which included exhibition,
popular science, lectures, science quiz, laboratory experience and demonstration of various
food processing technologies.

Published in:
Star Of Mysore
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Captive elephants under stress: CCMB study
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Elephants involved in public processions
have elevated stress hormones If tigers
can get stressed due to gawking safari

tourists close by, can elephants be far

behind? Scientists at the CSIR-Centre tfor

Cellular & Molecular Biology (CCMB) have

found that the elephants 1n captivity and
used 1n religious and other activities like
tourism and as workforce have high stress

levels. The present study led by
Dr.G.Umapathy, Principal Scientist,
LLaboratory for the Conservation of

Endangered Species (LaCONLES) of CSIR-
CCMB examined the physiological stress

response of captive Asian elephants.

| 18t% August, 2019
They studied the health of elephants under

cifferent
especlally recorded that elephants involved 1n

working conditions and have

public procession as in the Mysore Dussehra
festival had
hormones compared to their counterparts at

significantly elevated stress
Mysore zoo. Elephants born in the wild and
females had also significantly higher stress
level when exposed to various physical
activities and different husbandry practices.

The research team checked for stress

hormones or glucocorticoird metabolities
levels 1n 870 dung samples of 37 captive
elephants (24 males and 13 females) from
four elephant facilities - Mysore Zoo, Mysore
Dusshera camp, Mudumalal elephant camp
and Bandhavgarh elephant camp. It was
pointed out that more than 20% of Asian
elephants live 1n captivity and are an
for forest

indispensable workforce

departments, tourism, and religious purposes

with of unskilled

Inexperienced mahouts.

Increased use and
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Impact on behaviour

T'he difterent physical and physiological stresses intluence the behaviour, welfare and long-
term survival of the captive populations comprising their fertility and thereby threatening
the long-term survival of their populations, the study said. It suggests minimising
participation of elephants 1n religious activities, processions and forest department
activities. Females 1n reproductive age (20 — 55 yrs) shouldn’t be used for stresstul activities
so as to not atfect their reproductive cycles. Adult male elephants may be used for tourism
and patrolling activities that involve three to four hours per day in the forests with
adequate rest on alternate days.

Periodic monitoring of health and reproductive status by outside experts should be done.
These along with educating elephant handlers regarding weltare of elephants 1s of utmost
importance, researchers noted. Other members of research group involved 1n this study
published 1n a recent 1ssue of journal Amimals includes Vinod Kumar, Muthulingam
Pradheeps, Adiseshu Rokkiligadda, Rajashekhar Niyogi - all from LLaCONES, CSIR-CCMB.
Higher violence 1n the stressed animals has also resulted in human casualties too. Rerala
which has a long tradition of keeping captive elephants witnessed 274 cases of
manslaughter by captive elephants between 1989 and 2003 (an average of 10
manslaughters/ year).

A previous study by this group has demonstrated that chronic stress affected temale
reproductive cyclicity and thus reproduction 1n elephants.

“T'hese findings, through non-invasive techniques, are important in better handling of
domesticated animals and minimising their discomfort, that we were earlier not even aware

of 7 said CSIR-CCMB Director Dr. Rakesh Mishra.

Published in:
The Hindu
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CSIR-CCMB 18th August, 2019

: SN
Hyderabad (Telangana): Dr K Thangaraj, Chief Scientist at CSIR- Centre for Cellular and
Molecular Biology (CCMB) was awarded JC Bose Fellowship. He was given the fellowship
for his outstanding contributions 1n the field of population and medical genomics. The
news came to light atter CCMB rolled out a notification on Saturday. The JC Bose
Fellowship 1s awarded to scientists 1n recognition for their outstanding performance by

the Science and Engineering Research Board, Department of Science and Technology,
Government of India, a release said.

Published in:
The Hans India
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[t was the privilege of fourteen Natural
Sciences students of Final BSc, St Agnes

0y
Saramma Lk P, HOD, Zoology to participate

college(Autonomous),  accompanied
In the symposium on ‘Science Journalism &
Science Communication” at CSIR- Central
[nstitute,

Food Technological Research

Mysuru held i Association with Vigyan
Prasar, New Delhi, at Cheluvamba Hall,

CSIR- CFTRI on August 13. The inaugural

function was graced by Nagesh Hegde,
veteran sclence Journalist, Bengaluru and
was presided by Dr R Subrahmanian, the
senior scientist and director, CSIR-CF'TRI,
Mysuru. During 1naugural address, both
Nagesh Hegde and Dr R Subrahmanian
opined that the Science Communicators

should play a key role and influence the

s of St Agnes College take part in Symposium in

10

’Suru

| 17% August, 2019
policy makers so that solutions for day today

of

developed and benefits of research can reach
Technical

conducted by renowned, award winning

problems common people could be

every  one. sessions  were

journalists and authors reporting on Science,
Environment & Health for National &
International Media. The students were

exposed to various aspects of Science

Communication, 1ts need & the challenges.

Media 1s the of
knowledge and thereby all developments. It

epicenter imparting

plays a crucial role in connecting a lay man
with With  this
perspective, the participants were informed

sclientific  1nventions.
on the recent developments 1n Science &
Technology, the need to enable people to take
up informal & rational decisions &hereby to
strengthen their decision making abilities.
T'he necessity of development of scientific
temper through rekindling of interest 1n
young minds was urged upon. Possibility of
enhancement of public understanding of
Scientific

Sclence Communication &

Communication for truth based knowledge
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were discussed thereby to attain the objectives of taking Science to Non-Science
community at large. Call was given to Science Journalists & Science Communicators to
reach out to the public especially 1n regional languages by the convener of the Symposium,
Rollegal Sharma, the Senior Scientist, CF'TRI. Elaborating on the etforts of Vigyan Prasar
to promote Research, Dinesh C Sharma, Managing Editor, India Science Wire (a National
level Science Magazine) described precisely the shortcomings of Science Journalism in
India. The shrinking space tfor Science & Technology in mainstream media was highlighted
by panelists in the discussion chaired by Prof. Usha Rani, media consultant and former
protessor, University of Mysore.

T'he symposia provided a rich experience to the students in knowing the importance of
Science Journalism through participation and interactions with the luminaries in the field
which 1n turn has motivated them towards being Science Communicators even at their
individual levels.

Published in:
Daiziworld

Produced by Unit for Science Dissemination, CSIR, Anusandhan Bhawan, 2 Rafi Marg, New Delhi


https://www.daijiworld.com/news/newsDisplay.aspx?newsID=615557

CSIR Touching Lwes

CSIR-IICT 17th August, 2019
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U with CSIR for development of

CSIR-CMERI 16th August, 2019

A memorandum of understanding (MoU) was signed between Ordnance Factory Board

(OFB) and the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) in Kolkata on 16
August 2019.

The MoU was signed by Umesh Singh, Deputy Director General of OFB and Dr Harish

Hirani, Director of the Central Mechanical Engineering Research Institute, Durgapur
under CSIR.

T'his MoU 1s an umbrella arrangement under which individual factories under OFB can
collaborate with specific CSIR laboratories for taking up of new R & D projects. The MoU
will facilitate collaboration and exchange of information between OFB and CSIR on a wide
range of technologies.

T'he MoU has been signed as part of the ongoing eftforts to boost the in-house research and
development (R & D) capability ot the OFB so as to give a boost to the ‘Make 1in India
initiative of the Government of India.
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