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5 days skill development training programme Date : 4th to 8th Jan 

2021 - CSIR-Central Food Technological Research Institute, Mysore  

CSIR-CFTRI                                                                                  20th December, 2020                                                                            

 
 
 

CSIR-Central Food Technological Research Institute, Mysore is organising a skill 

development training programme in food processing at Imphal. The training programme is 

sponsored by the Agricultural & Processed Food Products Export Development Authority 

(APEDA), Govt. of  India. A brief  information of  the training programme is as follows:  

 

Title of  the training programme:  

Value Additions to Fruits, Vegetables, and Spices  

 

Duration and Dates: 5 days (4th to 8th Jan. 2021)  

Venue: Institute of  Cooperative Management Imphal (ICM) Cooperative Complex 

Lamphelpat Imphal 795004 Opposite to Department of  Commerce and Industries  

 

Targeted participants: Entrepreneurs, farmers, students, SHGs, NGOs, etc. who are interested 

in food processing as a business. Preference will be given to those who are registered under 

APEDA and those already in the food processing fields.  

 

Teaching Faculty: A team of  CSIR-CFTRI scientists from Mysore will conduct the theory, 

practical and demonstration of  value added products from the locally grown raw materials.  

 

No. of  seats: 30-32 Mode of  selection: Participants from Manipur will be selected through 

application and virtual interview.  

 

Registration/ Training Fee: Free of  cost 
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Training certificate: Course completion certificate will be given to the training participants 

Food: Session tea and session lunch will be provided during the course 

 

 Lodging & Transport : Those participants who come from far places will be provided  

 

Interested applicants may kindly fill up the following form and send to the given email:  

 

iboyaima(AT)cftri(DOT)res(DOT)in or  

ngibo(AT)yahoo(DOT)com or  

WhatsApp: 9845704011  

 

Dr. Ng. Iboyaima Singh  

Chief  Scientist  

CSIR-CFTRI, Mysore 570020 
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Clevergene inks MoU with CFTRI for SARS-CoV-2 genome 

sequencing  

CSIR-CFTRI                                                                                  19th December, 2020                                                                            

 
 
 

Clevergene has entered into a 

Memorandum of  Understanding (MoU) 

with CSIR-CFTRI (Mysore) to sequence 

the SARS-CoV-2 genome and derive 

valuable insights into virus genome 

changes (mutations), evolution, 

epidemiology. Clevergene has entered into a 

Memorandum of  Understanding (MoU) 

with CSIR-CFTRI (Mysore) to sequence 

the SARS-CoV-2 genome and derive 

valuable insights into virus genome 

changes (mutations), evolution, 

epidemiology, and provide an 

understanding of  the spatial and temporal 

information on infection dynamics of  the 

SARS-CoV-2 virus. 

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to afflict 

the human population across the globe and 

many countries are experiencing the second 

wave of  infections, there is a pressing need for 

India to enhance its pandemic fighting abilities 

and efforts. The SARS-CoV-2 virus, which is 

causing the COVID-19 pandemic, continues to 

mutate into different strains, making it difficult 

for the scientific and medical community to 

control or eradicate it. In such a scenario, the 

cutting-edge science of  Genomics is coming to 

the rescue of  mankind. There are major 

ongoing genomic projects in almost all 

countries, to understand the mutations, 

virulence, susceptibility, and infection patterns 

of  the SARS-CoV-2 virus. Using the power of  

Genomics, at Clevergene’s Next Generation 

Sequencing laboratory in Bengaluru, scientists 

at the CFTRI COVID Testing Lab, and team 

Clevergene, aim to work together towards 

unraveling better diagnostics and contributing 

to India’s efforts of  genomic surveillance. 

CSIR-CFTRI has established a COVID-19 

testing center in Mysuru where it is testing an 

average of  1,000 samples daily. 
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CFTRI is also working on the development of  novel dipstick and aptamer-based diagnostics 

in collaboration with the industry. Under the MoU, the development of  novel diagnostics and 

vaccines for COVID-19 are also envisaged. The MoU was exchanged between Dr. B. Manohar 

(Chief  Scientist and Adviser – M & A) and Mr. Tony Jose (Co-Founder and CEO – 

Clevergene) in the presence of  senior CFTRI staff  members Dr. Halami, Mr. Manilal, Mrs. 

Anita, and Dr. Ravindra PV. The team from Clevergene comprised of  Mr. Dhruv Prasher, Dr. 

Rajasekhara Reddy, and Ms. Ria Dutta. 

Published in: 
The Magazine Plus 

Produced by Science Communication and Dissemination Directorate,  (SCDD),  CSIR,  Anusandhan Bhawan, New Delhi 

11 

https://themagazineplus.com/2020/12/19/clevergene-inks-mou-with-cftri-for-sars-cov-2-genome-sequencing/


NML: Teachers brainstorm to adopt innovative content for teaching 

science 

CSIR-NML                                                                                   18th December, 2020                                                                            

 
 
 

CSIR-National Metallurgical Laboratory 

(NML), Jamshedpur organised Scientists & 

Science Teachers Conclave (SSTC) on the 

topic Visualising Science on a virtual 

platform. The main objective of  this online 

event was to create innovative content for 

teaching science to school students and also 

to encourage students to learn science with 

fun and creativity. The virtual program 

started with a video show on CSIR-NML’s 

glorious journey in the past seven decades. 

Welcome address was delivered by Dr. 

Indranil Chattoraj, Director, NML. In his 

address he urged the teachers to bring in 

new concepts of  science teaching and be 

the ambassadors to the students and the 

society in general. 

This was followed by a technical presentation 

by Dr. Mita Tarafder, Chief  Scientist of  NML 

on ‘Visualizing Science through CSIR’s Virtual 

Lab initiative’. The concept of  Virtual Lab 

(VL) has come as a recommendation from CSIR 

Society chaired by Hon’ble Prime Minister. The 

objective of  VL is to arouse curiosity for 

science among students and it is believed that 

the concept of  Virtual Lab will help take 

science to the village level and attract more 

students towards science. The deliverables of  

this project are creative teaching ideas by using 

various tools and techniques through games, 

videos, dramatics, quiz and comics. The 

curriculum will include a ‘2-minutes-talk’ 

session for women scientists who will tell 

stories about career opportunities in STEM. 

Students will be encouraged to develop 

innovative tools and devices based on scientific 

concepts. Three parallel sessions Visualizing 

Physics, Visualizing Chemistry and Visualizing 

Maths were organized which were chaired by 

Dr. S Sivaprasad Chief  Scientist, Dr. S 

Chakravarty Senior Principal Scientist and Dr. 

Mita Tarafder Chief  Scientist of  NML 
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respectively. These sessions were aimed to have focused group discussions to capture ideas and 

suggestions from school teachers for creating a road map to develop content for students and 

also to understand the support and guidance expected from the scientists of  NML. This was 

then followed by two technical presentations by Dr Sivaprasad and Dr AK Mohanty, Principal 

Scientist of  NML. The speakers mentioned the problems currently being faced by teachers to 

make small kids sit for the online classes and presented the idea of  creating a students’ corner 

to simulate scientific experiments remotely. The question and answer session received very 

good responses from the participants. This virtual program was attended by more than 100 

teachers, students, scientists and professionals. Mr. Sudip Kundu, Sr. Scientists of  NML 

extended a vote of  thanks and appreciated all organisers for conducting the event successfully.  

Published in: 
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IISF 2020 to be organised virtually & jointly by DST, CSIR, MoES, 

MoHFW, DBT: Sci-Tech Ministry 

CSIR-NISTADS                                                                             17th December, 2020                                                                            

 
 
 

In the pandemic when a lot of  excitement 

seems to have come to a halt, it is science 

and technology that are keeping the spirits 

high, said a press communication from the 

Ministry of  Science & Technology, adding 

that one such live example is the India 

International Science Festival (IISF) 2020 

where science can be experienced virtually. 

The nodal institution for the IISF 2020 is 

CSIR-NISTADS, New Delhi. This Science 

Festival is organised jointly by the 

Department of  Science and Technology 

(DST), Council of  Scientific and Industrial 

Research (CSIR), Ministry of  Earth 

Sciences, Ministry of  Health & Family 

Welfare, and the Department of  

Biotechnology (DBT). 

IISF will take place from 22nd to 25th 

December 2020. “We have events where 

students can go for virtual tours, 3D exhibitions, 

virtual events, panel discussions, lectures and 

many more. There are 41 events and everyone is 

welcome at the event,” said Ranjana Aggarwal, 

Director, CSIR-National Institute of  Science, 

Technology and Development Studies 

(NISTADS), New Delhi, on Thursday, 17th 

December. She was addressing the JC Bose 

University of  Science and Technology, YMCA. 

The University, in association with Vijnana 

Bharati (VIBHA), Haryana, organised a curtain 

raiser for IISF 2020. Director Aggarwal 

elaborated on the various events and their 

scopes. She spoke about how students can 

benefit with the programs at the ease of  sitting 

at their homes but without missing the real 

science. “When the pandemic happened, we 

thought it will get over in a few months and we 

will be able to conduct the program like we did 

last year. But by September it became clear that 

it won’t be possible for us to conduct it 

physically. Then we thought of  conducting it on 

Produced by Science Communication and 
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virtual platforms,” said Jayant Sahasrabudhe, National Organising Secretary, VIBHA. He 

explained that IISF is involving global and overseas Indian researchers and academics. He 

said that despite the Covid-19 outbreak, the number of  events has increased and there is a 

plan to increase it in following festivals. Dinesh Kumar, Vice-Chancellor of  the University, 

congratulated and appreciated the efforts made by CSIR-NISTADS, Vijnana Bharati, and 

different Ministries to organise this mega festival of  science during the current prevailing 

pandemic. In another outreach programme of  the IISF 2020, Ranjana Aggarwal gave a 

popular science lecture on the objectives and significance of  the science festival. The Science 

Ministry explained that the Science Communicators’ Group had organised this outreach event 

to make people aware of  the IISF. Information on various activities related to the Science 

Festival and registration of  partners are available on the IISF website.  

Published in: 
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Pure EV to tie-up with CSIR-CECRI for indigenising lithium-ion 

battery technology for EVs 

CSIR-CECRI                                                                               16th December, 2020                                                                            

 
 
 

IIT Hyderabad-incubated startup Pure EV 

is collaborating with CSIR – Central 

Electro Chemical Research Institute 

(CECRI), headquartered at Karaikudi with 

its extension centre in Chennai, on 

indigenising Lithium-Ion battery (LIB) 

technology for electric vehicles. Pure EV 

has signed a memorandum of  

understanding (MoU) with CSIR- CECRI 

to undertake joint research on the 

production of  battery packs, validation of  

LIB cells and addressing the specific 

requirements to ensure the suitability of  

developed LIBs for critical performance at 

the standard operating procedure (SoP) 

conditions. 

The MoU will set the path forward for 

indigenous Lithium-Ion technology and help 

the country boost EVs apart from stationary 

and storage applications. A lithium battery is 

the most reliable and commercially-viable 

choice for electric vehicles across the world. 

Currently, in India, Lithium cells are mainly 

imported from China, which is a very critical 

dependence necessary for final battery packs 

required for electric vehicles. To address this 

market monopoly, CSIR has launched a project 

with an aim to producing LIBs on a 100 MW 

scale. V K Saraswat, member, NITI Aayog said: 

“This collaboration between Pure EV and 

CECRI will lead to important outcomes on 

areas like battery thermal management system 

(BTMS) and safety which are critical to for 

mass scale commercialisation of  these cells. 

NITI Aayog strongly encourages such 

partnerships which can lead to a more flexible 

supply chain for the evolution for an important 

industry like electric vehicles. ” To reduce the 

dependency on imports of  battery components, 

India needs to achieve a similar level of  

performance at the battery pack level. 
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apart from just manufacture the battery cells. Under this MoU, Pure EV will also provide 

critical feedback to CSIR- CECRI in understanding the technical limits of  the manufactured 

cells and the additional improvements which will be required to achieve mass scale 

commercialisation. “Our extensive R&D work in the battery thermal management system 

gives us unique insights into the battery performance and lifecycle enhancement. We will 

work closely with CECRI team in enabling them to realise the full potential of  their initiative. 

We will carry out extensive testing for performance validation across various EV 2W models 

across the pan India terrain conditions and benchmark with respect to the imported cells and 

providing them crucial feedback to achieve mass scale commercialisation,” said Rohit Vadera, 

CEO, Pure EV.  
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