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‘Proper alliance can make Bamboo-nomics work’ 

CSIR-NEERI                                                                          19th September, 2019                                                                            

 
 
 

For ‘Bamboo-nomics’ to become a major force in the country’s economy, experts said that 

there needs to be increased collaboration between scientists and industry. A special seminar 

organized by CSIR-Neeri to mark Bamboo Day in the city saw various experts sharing their 

views on how sustainable utilization of  bamboo can go forward by integrating environment, 

society and economy.  

 

Hemant Purohit, chief  scientist at Neeri’s Environmental Genomics Division, said that the 

priority should be on informing the public about change of  status for bamboo under Indian 

laws. Purohit said, “Majority of  them are not aware that bamboo now can be cultivated on 

private land and used for commercial production. The nion government in 2017 removed it 

from provisions of  the Forest Act opening up avenues for commercial use. Right from 

household goods to creating energy, bamboo can be used everywhere.  

 

I believe a cooperative type of  set-up is required to get maximum acreage under 

cultivation.” Avanish Srivastava, the event’s chief  guest and director of  CSIR-Advanced 

Materials and Process Research Institute (Bhopal), said that the key to success lies in 

making a marketable product. “Scientists may work on bamboo products and materials for 

years only to realize that the industry does not want it.  

 

Hence, it is crucial to collaborate with the industry beforehand, understand their 

requirements and then work towards that product,” he said. Bamboo composite materials, 

metal foams etc are just some of  the innovative products that Srivastava’s team is working 

on. With over 1,500 species of  bamboos, it is important for the cultivator to know which 

one to plant. Karamjit Singh, former director of  Biological Survey of  India, said that this 
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problem can be approached in two ways. “The cultivator can study the climate and soil 

conditions and seek expert advice on which species of  bamboo would be suited to it. The 

other way is to see which bamboo is required by the market and then work backwards to 

ensure that such conditions are created,” said Singh. He added that almost all bamboo 

species will grow in climatic conditions of  Vidarbha. “Of  course, some high altitude 

species won’t survive here, but otherwise it’s very sturdy and thrives without much water 

requirements. The first year of  plantation is where care is needed; after that, it is pretty 

much self-sustaining,” said Singh. 
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https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/nagpur/proper-alliance-can-make-bamboo-nomics-work/articleshow/71191506.cms
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HC gives BBMP 10 days to entrust study of  lakes to NEERI 

CSIR-NEERI                                                                          18th September, 2019                                                                            

 
 
 

It has to pay for the study and execute 

agreement with the institute 

Observing that the State government has 

taken its own time to appoint CSIR-National 

Environmental Engineering Institute 

(NEERI) for an in-depth scientific study of  

lakes in the limits of  Bruhat Bengaluru 

Mahanagara Palike (BBMP), the High Court 

of  Karnataka on Tuesday set a 10-day 

deadline for the BBMP to pay the amount 

needed for the study and to execute the 

agreement with NEERI. A Division Bench 

comprising Chief  Justice Abhay Shreeniwas 

Oka and Justice Mohammad Nawaz issued 

the direction after noticing that NEERI was 

yet to be assigned with the task though the 

court had issued a direction in this regard in 

June. The Bench was hearing a PIL petition, 

filed in 2014 on the issue of  lack of  

maintenance of  stormwater drains (SWDs) 

and of  lakes by preventing entry of  sewage 

into SWDs, through which the court is 

monitoring actions of  the civic bodies. 

Meanwhile, the bench declined the BBMP’s 

request to continue development works in 

Begur lake, particularly the construction of  

three islands in the lake and the installing of  

a Shiva statue on one of  the islands. It said 

that prima facie, permission granted to the 

BBMP by the authority constituted under 

the Karnataka Tank Conservation and 

Development Authority Act, 2014, was 

contrary to Section 12(2) of  the Act which 

prohibits construction any structure on tank 

land, occupying of  any tank land or part 

there of  or causing any obstruction of  the 

natural or normal course of  inflow or 

outflow of  water into, or from, the tanks. 

The authority had no power to grant such 

https://www.thehindu.com/tag/144-81/karnataka/?utm=bodytag
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permission as structures being put up are neither bridges, roads, or similar construction for 

which permission can be granted. Meanwhile, the State government informed the Court 

that it will take a decision on 19 ‘disappeared’ lakes due to the diversion of  lakes for other 

purposes after NEERI submits its report on the same. The court had earlier asked the 

government to decide to either restore or create artificial lakes to compensate for the loss 

of  19 lakes. 
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https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/bangalore/hc-gives-bbmp-10-days-to-entrust-study-of-lakes-to-neeri/article29443924.ece
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CSIO develops targeting, navigation system for Navy 

CSIR-CSIO                                                                             17th September, 2019                                                                            

 
 
 

A mission critical navigation and targeting system for the Navy’s warships and submarines 

has been developed by the Central Scientific Instruments Organisation (CSIO) here that 

would now be manufactured commercially. Christened Marine Bearing Sight (MBS), it 

provides instantaneous azimuth of  identified targets, whether on shore or in sea, other 

vessels and even astronomical bodies. Azimuth is the horizontal direction expressed as the 

angular distance between the direction of  a fixed point and the direction of  the object. 

 

The MBS is used in conjunction with the Marine Compass Repeater System onboard naval 

ships to provide an accurate means to indicate the true north and corresponding directions 

of  ships, according to a statement issued by the CSIO here today.It is provided with in-built 

illumination for night operations. The device provides unique features of  multiple focal 

lengths and all lighting conditions. The technology is an offshoot of  the ongoing activities 

in the related fields and outcome of  the recent memorandum of  understanding between 

Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) and the Navy.  

 

The technology was unveiled by Dr Shekhar C Mande, Director General (CSIR), in New 

Delhi today. He lauded the efforts of  Dr Vinod Karar and his team for commercialising the 

product in a very short span to meet strategic needs. CSIO Director Prof  RK Sinha 

emphasised that it had become essential to have a sustainable industry-academia-laboratory-

end user ecosystem for sharing resources, faster translation of  technologies into products 

and critical evaluation of  the developed product to develop next generation variants.  

Published in: 
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https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/nation/csio-develops-targeting-navigation-system-for-navy/834073.html
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Four-day Vigyan Mela ends with great zeal 

CSIR-AMPRI                                                                          17th September, 2019                                                                            

 
 
 

The four-day eighth Bhopal Vigyan Mela, organised at BHEL Dussehra Ground, concluded 

on Monday with a grand closing ceremony. The Mela which was organised with an 

objective to make common man aware of  science and technology innovation witnessed 

great footfall. Minister of  Panchayat and Rural Development Kamleshwar Patel and 

Former Governor of  Haryana Kaptan Singh Solanki were chief  guest on this occasion. 

Speaking on this concluding ceremony Minister Kamleshwar Patel expressed happiness 

over the advancements in the science and technology field in the country.  He said that 

Science is associated with every aspect of  human life. Scientific developments are making 

our lives better. 

 

Kaptan Singh Solanki said that India’s recent progress in the field of  science and 

technology make us feel proud and whole world convinced with it. He congratulated Bhopal 

Vigyan Mela organisers for the successful event. Different scientific talents associated with 

innovation and researches were also honoured during this ceremony. Minister Kamleshwar 

Patel and Former Governor Kaptan Singh Solanki presented appreciation letter to the 

persons associated with their unique and innovative research in the field of  science and 

technology. The Bhopal Vigayn Mela was jointly organised by Vigyan Bharti Bhopal, CSIR-

Ampri Bhopal, Vigyan Prasar New Delhi and All India Council for Technical Education. 

This year Bhopal Vigyan Mela presented different theme based pavilions like Technology 

Demonstration, Handicraft, Healthcare, Agri-Tech as well as pavilions related to the 

planning and progress of  upcoming projects of  the government. 

Published in: 
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NAL plans design, development of  70-seater aircraft  

CSIR-NAL                                                                             16th September, 2019                                                                            

 
 
 

BENGALURU: CSIR-National Aerospace 

Laboratories that is developing a 19-seater 

indigenous light transport aircraft 'Saras 

Mk2' has plans for a 70-seater aircraft, Union 

Science and Technology Minister Harsh 

Vardhan said on Monday. "Today itself  they 

have started talking to me to get the 

permissions from and meetings with civil 

aviation ministry for their future plan of  the 

70-seater. That is also very heartening to 

know," Harsh Vardhan said. "Seventy-seater 

has always been in the long-term vision and 

since they have mentioned about this today 

we will have to bring the civil aviation 

ministry on board. We have to take the 

approval of  the Prime Minister's office. Also, 

we will have to take scientists also on board, 

so as a science and technology minister I 

will facilitate them to move in the right 

direction," he said. The Minister was 

speaking to reporters after laying the 

foundation for NAL's system check facility, 

aircraft integration facility, and the 

inauguration of  smart aerospace composite 

manufacturing facility here. NAL director 

Jitendra J Jadhav said since NAL has a fair 

amount of  experience, it would start the 

design of  70-seater. He said, "First, we will 

have to get in-principle approval from 

Ministry of  Science and Technology, and 

Civil Aviation, also from Ministry of  

Finance, then we can finish design phase 

one-and-a-half  year from that, which will be 

the preliminary design phase. Then we will 

submit it to the government, once the 

government sanctions, we will develop." 

CSIR-NAL is currently engaged in the 

design, development and certification of  

Saras Mk2, a twin-engine turboprop 
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19-seater transport aircraft for connecting small cities. Harsh Vardhan said everything was 

ready for the 19- seater, and the government has given all its support in terms of  clearance 

and fund requirement to NAL. Expressing happiness that NAL was ready with a better 

advanced model and specification for the 19-seater, he said, "This 19-seater will be a boon 

for the people of  the country, specially for improving and strengthening the regional travel 

or connectivity. Now we are in a stage that in the next few years, this 19-seater will be 

available for improving and strengthening the regional connectivity," he added. NAL 

officials said they have completed basic testing for pre-production standard. Jadhav said the 

first production of  the 19-seater aircraft is likely by around 2025. "Four years for 

certification and and after that one-and-a-half  year for production," he said. The officer 

said they were looking at civilian market of  about 100 aircraft, adding that the Indian Air 

Force has committed to induct 15 such aircraft initially, and they may need another 45. He 

said the IAF version of  Saras would be produced by HAL, and for civilian version also 

HAL may continue as production partner, but if  demand is high, joint ventures may be 

worked out with private companies. The cost of  the aircraft is likely to be at about Rs 45 

crore and it was low compared to foreign aircraft may cost over Rs 70 crore. Regarding the 

two-seater Hansa-Next Generation aircraft, the production would start by 2022-23. Once 

the project starts its commercial operations, it would ease the availability of  indigenous 

aircraft for pilot training to obtain private pilot and commercial pilot licenses, officials said. 

Regarding the cost of  Hansa, Jadhav said NAL was looking for two versions, one basic and 

another deluxe. "Basic will be around Rs 1 crore, deluxe will cost about Rs 1.25 crore. For 

Hansa, flying clubs from across the country are potential customers, he said, adding that 

there may be requirement of  over 200 aircraft as flying clubs are increasing. NAL had last 

year inked a pact with Delhi-based Mesco Aerospace Ltd for the design, development, 

production and marketing of  the Hansa-Next Generation aircraft.  

Published in: 
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https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/pune/ncl-sets-up-pilot-plant-to-produce-clean-fuel-that-can-replace-diesel-6001177/
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