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VC SKUAST interacts with farmers under Aroma Mission

CSIR-IIIM                                                                                      30th June, 2019

Vice Chancellor, SKUAST-Kashmir Prof.

Nazeer Ahmad accompanied by Prof. PL

Gautam (Chairman PPV&FRA), Dr. Rajbir

Singh (Director, ICAR-ATARI, Zone-I,

Ludhiana), Prof. Mushtaq Ahmad (Director

Extension, SKUAST-K), Er. Abdul Rahim

(Head PME & Business Development, CSIR-

IIIM), Prof. J.S. Mahal (Director Extension,

PAU, Ludhiana), Prof. Arvind Kumar

(ATARI, Ludhiana) and Dr. Shahid Rasool

(Coordinator Aroma Mission & Project K-

5000) made an extensive visit to the different

production sites of Lavender in frontier

district of Kupwara developed under Aroma

Mission and Project K-5000.

The visiting team inaugurated the first

harvest of the lavender crop and its

distillation at Kupwara.

The team also interacted with the farmers

from Budgam, Ganderbal and Kupwara who

have been covered under the two flagship

programmes for production of high value

aromatic crops like Lavender, Rose,

Clarysage, Wild Marigold and other such

crops. Lavender is being grown over an area

of around 1000 kanals across different parts

of the valley under the Mission. Prof.

Nazeer while interacting with the farmers

impressed upon the importance of

production of high value aromatic crops like

Lavender, owing to the agro-climatic

suitability and tremendous scope for its

marketing nationally and internationally.

He also congratulated the farmers for their

first harvest and the team involved in

implementation of the Mission. Prof. P.L

Gautam emphasized the importance of

fragrant crops like Lavender in enhancing

the habitat of insect pollinators like honey

bees and conservation of the beneficial insect
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biodiversity. Pertinent to mention Aroma Mission involving production of region specific

high value aromatic crops is being implemented in the Valley and Ladakh jointly by CSIR-

IIIM & SKUAST-K.

Published in:
Rising Kashmir

http://risingkashmir.com/news/vc-skuast-interacts-with-farmers-under-aroma-mission
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CSIR-NML                                                                                      30th June, 2019

Published in:
The Avenue Mail
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This scientist developed sensor to detect signs of  heart attacks 

much faster than conventional tests

CSIR-CSIO                                                                                     29th June, 2019

In 2016, news of a new 10-minute test for

heart damage assessment hit the headlines.

Biologists from Delhi and physicists from

Chandigarh had jointly developed a sensor to

detect, within 10 minutes, a protein linked to

heart attacks, confirming heart muscle

damage faster than standard tests. Standard

tests take about two hours to detect troponin

(a cardiac biomarker or proteins that indicate

increased chances of a heart attack) levels.

While just 0.48 nanograms per microlitre of

blood are detected in the conventional system,

the new graphene-based sensor can detect

0.192 picograms per millilitre of blood, and is

4,000 times more sensitive. The research was

published in Nature India.

Dr Inderpreet Kaur, 42, principal scientist at

Council of Scientific and Industrial Research

- Central Scientific Instruments

Organisation (CSIO-CSIR) worked on the

project, one that’s very close to her heart as

it saves lives of people with cardiac

complications. Kaur, who did her PhD on a

CSIR fellowship from Panjab University, did

doctoral research on “charge transfer” in

DNA to find out how DNA mutations can

lead to cancer. Now studying physics of

nanomaterials, she is working on two-

dimensional material, the latest being

graphene. A one-atom thick layer of carbon

atoms arranged in a hexagonal lattice,

graphene is the building block of graphite

(used for pencils and solar panels). “It is a

multilayer structure and when we take its

single layer, charges on it are freed and travel

at the speed of light,” Kaur says. This in

future can be used to reduce heating in

devices. Talking about another remarkable

and widely recognised research, Kaur talks

about discovery of nanodiamonds, which are

below the size of one micrometre, in havan
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kunds in which fires are lit for religious ceremonies. “The nanodiamonds are formed when

there is carbon emission from burning wood and smoke deposits. “We took samples from a

havan kund and discovered nanodiamonds in its deep layers. We also discovered blue

nanodiamonds which have huge implications in biological imaging and diagnosing

diseases,” says Kaur, who did her postgraduation in physics from Guru Nanak Dev

University, Amritsar, and graduation from Anandpur Sahib. Kaur was far removed from the

world of science and scientists while growing up in Anandpur Sahib. Her father was a

preacher in a gurdwara and mother a housewife. She developed an inclination for science

studies during her school days. The Government Girls Senior Secondary School where

Kaur studied had good facilities which were even better than private schools, she says.

“It’s because of my teacher and my school that I am working in this field. We had fully-

equipped labs where we would spend all our free time because we were encouraged to do

so,” Kaur says. “Our teachers encouraged us to take samples home and study them. That’s

when we got interested in science.” Kaur believes scientists should not run after

recognition and rewards, which come with time and effort. Inspired by Albert Einstein, she

admires her teacher, Dr Arvind, now officiating director of Indian Institute of Science

Education and Research, Mohali. Criticising the culture of godfathers in this field, Kaur

says, “People think that they will achieve something by holding somebody else’s hand and

that doesn’t happen.” One needs to make their own identity and work hard to achieve

something,” she adds. Kaur who wants to be able to produce more devices and applications

for the benefit of mankind says career setbacks were a low for her after she had two

children but she managed to get back to work quickly. A science buff herself, Kaur’s

daughter, now a Class 5 student, makes YouTube videos of different experiments. When

not studying the nanoparticles, Kaur indulges in spiritual reading, spending time with her

children, travelling, yoga and cooking.

Published in:
The Hindu

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/cancer-cell-detection-dots-developed-from-coal-in-assam/article28077873.ece
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ISTC graduates get diplomas

CSIR-CSIO                                                                                  29th June, 2019

The 54th convocation of Indo-Swiss Training Centre (ISTC) was held at the CSIR-CSIO

today.

Dr Indraneel Ghose, Senior Adviser, Education, Research and Innovation in the Embassy of

Switzerland, advised the passing-outs to be ready to accept change for societal progress and

development.

He said the Swiss government was among the first countries to sign a friendship treaty with

India and proposed technical collaboration.

There were over 2.5 lakh Swiss companies in India employing a large number of people, he

said Ghose said there was a need to further increase the number of girls opting for

technical studies. Prof RK Sinha, Director, CSIO, was also present.

Published in:
Navhind Times

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/chandigarh/istc-graduates-get-diplomas/794512.html
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Environmental public hearing on Bainguinim waste treatment plant 

on July 28

CSIR-NEERI                                                                                  28th June, 2019

Panaji: The Goa State Pollution Control Board (GSPCB) has notified an environmental

public hearing for the centralised municipal solid waste management facility (CSWMF) to

be set up by the Goa Waste Management Corporation (GWMC) at Bainguinim.

The hearing to be conducted in accordance with the environment impact assessment (EIA)

notification would be held at Old Goa panchayat hall from 10 am onwards on July 28. As per

the notification published on GSPCB website on June 26, those concerned about the project

can communicate their comments, suggestions, objections on environmental aspects or seek

clarification from the project proponent by writing on or before the scheduled public

hearing to the regional officer of Environment Ministry at Bangalore or the Goa State

Pollution Control Board office.

The District Collector would preside over the public hearing and the report will be

submitted to the environment impact assessment body of the ministry, which will decide on

the grant of environmental clearance to the project.

The GWMC had appointed CSIR-NEERI, Nagpur to carry out environmental impact

assessment (EIA) studies as per the terms of reference (ToR) issued by the State Expert

Appraisal Committee (SEAC). The report states that crude dumping of waste is happening

at various locations on the outskirts of Panaji due to the absence of a centralised

engineered solid waste management treatment facility.

The Goa Waste Management Corporation (GWMC) is a nodal agency for executing solid

waste management infrastructure projects in the state. The GWMC has proposed a solid
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waste management facility in Bainguinim village on an acquired land of 1,71,312 sq mt for

the purpose, on similar lines as plant set up in North Goa at Saligao and a proposed facility

for South Goa at Cacora.

Accordingly, the GWMC has undertaken work for establishment of the 250 tonnes/day

(TPD) capacity centralised municipal solid waste (MSW) processing facility based on

recycle and sorting line, segregation, bio-methanation and in-vessel composting at

Bainguinim.

Published in:
Navhind Times

http://www.navhindtimes.in/environmental-public-hearing-on-bainguinim-waste-treatment-plant-on-july-28/


9

Produced by Unit for Science Dissemination, CSIR, Anusandhan Bhawan, 2 Rafi Marg, New Delhi

CSIR-IICT                                                                                      28th June, 2019

Published in:
Telangana Today
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CSIR-IICT                                                                                      27th June, 2019

Published in:
Telangana Today
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CSIR-IICT                                                                                      25th June, 2019

Published in:
Times of India
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CSIR-NML                                                                               24th June, 2019

Published in:
UNI

http://www.uniindia.com/eepc-india-signs-mou-with-jamshedpur-based-csir-nml-to-help-exporters-of-engineering-goods/business-economy/news/1642108.html
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CSIR-NML                                                                               24th June, 2019

Published in:
Dainik Jagran



14

Produced by Unit for Science Dissemination, CSIR, Anusandhan Bhawan, 2 Rafi Marg, New Delhi

CSIR-CMERI                                                                               23rd June, 2019

Published in:
Awaz
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CSIR-CMERI                                                                               23rd June, 2019

Published in:
Prabhat Khabar
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CSIR-CMERI                                                                               23rd June, 2019

Published in:
Bharat Mitra
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CSIR-NML                                                                               22nd June, 2019

Published in:
The Avenue Mail
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CSIR-CMERI                                                                                 22nd June, 2019

Published in:
Prabhat Khabar
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Conserve rainwater: PM to CMs

CSIR-NGRI                                                                                   21st June, 2019
Concerned about the water crisis and drought conditions, Prime Minister Narendra Modi

wrote to Chief Ministers of all States advising them to conserve rainwater during the

forthcoming monsoon.

The PM had earlier written a personal letter to 'Gram Pradhans'(village chiefs) urging

them to conserve rainwater. The issue of drought conditions and water scarcity was

discussed at the highest level at the NITI Aayog's governing council meeting last week.

According to a NITI Aayog report, Delhi is among 21 major cities that will run out of

groundwater by 2020. Situation in Maharashtra, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu is also grim. It

is not much better in Gujarat, Rajasthan and Andhra Pradesh. About half of Maharashtra -

including the districts of Latur, Beed and Osmanabad in Marathwada region - comprising

nearly three-fourth of 36 districts of the state are facing severe drought situation. In

Karnataka, two dozen of its 30 districts - nearly 80 per cent - are reeling under drought.

In his letter, the PM advised the CMs to focus on the construction of farm pond structures,

desilting and rehabilitation of irrigation tanks, micro-watersheds, construction of

groundwater recharge structures, building of rainwater harvesting structures - both roof-

top and ground-level tanks. "Most-of these measures need to be taken at the local level by

mobilizing gram panchayats and communities, and dovetailing resources from various

ongoing government programmes. Recent studies have also shown a marked reduction in

fecal contamination ofgroundwater resources in many states owing to improvements in

sanitation and use of toilets," Modi stated in the letter.

The Prime Minister also asked them to take this mater on high priority and issue necessary

instructions to the concerned departments and districts to draw up action plans with

concrete.



20

Produced by Unit for Science Dissemination, CSIR, Anusandhan Bhawan, 2 Rafi Marg, New Delhi

According to the Drought Early Warning System (DEWS), about 42 per cent of India is

'abnormally dry' which around 6 per cent is more than last year. The pre-monsoon season

this year is the second driest in 65 years, with gross rainfall deficiency recorded at 25 per

cent, said private forecaster Skymet. Chennai and its suburbs are experiencing severe water

scarcity this summer, with borewells and lakes going dry, forcing people and commercial

establishments to depend on water supplied through tankers from villages in neighbouring

districts.

A study by the National Geophysical Research Institute (NGRI) from earlier this year

found that groundwater levels in Delhi are depleting at an astonishing rate of 10 cm per

year.

"Measurable outcomes and implement them under your personal supervision. I am

requesting the Cabinet Secretary to follow up with your Chief Secretaries. The Central

Government will continue to provide full support to States in the matter. We need to

collectively take timely measures to enable optimum utilization of the coming monsoon

rainfall by way of storing and conserving it for future use," Modi said.

According to India Meteorological Department (IMD), monsoon rain deficiency has

touched 43 percent till June 20 in the country. The monsoon has covered just about 10-15

percent of the country so far, whereas normally, two-thirds of India should have received

monsoon rains by this time of the year.

Published in:
The Pioneer

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/science/membrane-made-out-of-clay-and-tea-waste-can-clean-toxic-effluents/article28087159.ece
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