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CSIR clinches $7 million support deal in Ethiopia

NEW DELHI: Seeking to increase its footprints in Africa, India's pubic sector R&D body

- Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) - has signed an agreement with

the Metal Industries Development Institute (MIDI) of Ethiopia to implement a twinning

programme in that country where the Indian research institution will help the African

nation in enhancing its capacity. The CSIR has clinched the seven million US dollar

assignment through a process where many international organisations, including from

European countries, were initially considered by Ethiopia for the programme. The

National Metallurgical Laboratory, Jamshedpur (NML) will be one of the key

participating CSIR laboratories in this twinning programme.

The agreement, signed in Addis Ababa on June 7, is one of the largest

programmes between a CSIR institute and a foreign entity in terms of contractual

amount. The Indian scientific research body had earlier signed a similar deal with

Ethiopian institution for developing leather and leather products a few years ago.

"The MIDI will be positioned to emerge as a globally competitive center of excellence in

the field of metals and engineering through the twinning programme. It should also

facilitate the CSIR's future collaborations with African organizations", said the India

research body in a statement. Inviting industries to join hands with the Indian R&D body

and its counterparts in respective African countries to deploy technology for benefiting

the masses in the region, the CSIR director general Girish Sahni said the knowledge base

of the CSIR in the identified areas could be of immense importance for leveraging the

technology capacity of African countries.
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"The CSIR will enhance the capacity and capability of the MIDI under the twinning

arrangement and thereby enable it to contribute more efficiently towards the development

of metals and engineering sectors in Ethiopia and thus enhance their competitiveness",

said the statement. Besides the Jamshedpur-based NML, CSIR-CMERI of Durgapur,

CSIR-CEERI of Pilani, CSIR-CSIO of Chandigarh and CSIR-CLRI of Chennai will

execute the twinning arrangement through a common collaboration platform.

These laboratories have over the years of demonstrated expertise in minerals and metals

extraction, casting, forming and shaping of metals, manufacturing processes and process

controls, electronics and instrumentation, soft skills and quality management systems.

Published in:
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IICT to tie up with Ethiopian chemical, construction authority

The MoU may be signed by the year-end

CSIR-IICT                                                                                   12th June  2017

Indian Institute of Chemical Technology

(IICT) is expected to make a twin

arrangement with Ethiopia’s Chemical and

Construction Inputs Development Institute

(CCIDI) to help the latter enhance

capabilities to become globally competitive.

Ethiopia expects help from their Indian

associate in chemical inputs, construction

chemicals, enabling industry, self-reliance,

education and training and testing and

certification. The African country’s

delegation led by Alamu Sime, State

Minister for Industries and Director

General Samuel Halala, reached out to India

as many Ethiopian nationals study here.

Ethiopia already has a contract with the

Council of Scientific and Industrial

Research’s Centre for Leather Research

Institute in Chennai since 2011. The CLRI

has been aiding Ethiopia’s Leather Industry

Development Institute in research.

“They seek IICT’s support as they need

trainers to help them develop simple and

effective business development strategies.

We will be the natural Research and

Development partner as we have a pool of

scientists whose expertise are clearly

located in their areas of interest and

concern,” said D. Shailaja, Senior Principal

Scientist and Head Business Development

and Research Management, who facilitated

the meet. The Ethiopians will also scout all

the 37 CSIR laboratories for R&D aid.

Speaking to The Hindu, Ethiopian Minister,

Mr. Sime said, “The plan could take at least

a year to work out. We will enter into a

memorandum of understanding weighing

all our options. We will sign the MoU

either at the end of this year or the next”.
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Meanwhile, Director General Halala said Ethiopia got good support from India in the past

because of which they hope to retain the bilateral research ties even in the future. “The

CSIR’s aid in training and capability building has allowed the growth of leather research

in Ethiopia by a considerable percentage. The IICT is one of our top priorities for

developing construction chemicals,” Mr. Halala said. Once IICT signs the MoU it will

offer Ethiopian industries support in enabling their industry in chemical development

sector.

Published in:
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CSIR-CCMB                                                                                   10th June  2017
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CSIR-IICB                                                                                  25th May 2017

Published in:

IndiaBioscience.org

A COMPOUND FROM CREPE JASMINE, WITH GREAT POTENTIAL TO TREAT 

KALA-AZAR, DEVELOPED BY THREE SCIENTISTS FROM CSIR-IICB, KOLKATA


