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Indian tomato varieties are all
set to be grown in Ghana, after
pilot studies have demon-
strated higher yields and better
taste.

An Indo-Ghana Pilot Re-
search project for Tomato Pro-
duction, launched in 2015, was
declared successfully com-
pleted last week. The research
highlights were shared and the
two sides agreed to replicate
and expand the cultivation of
tomatoes.

The National Research Devel-
opment Corporation (NRDC)
led the effort, with the Govern-
ment of Ghana providing three
plots of five acres each in differ-
ent regions of the West African
country. Field trials began in
2015 in Kumasi, Ada and Nav-
rongo. “In addition to high
yields, the Indian varieties gave
better internal qualities and a

shelf life of more than two
weeks,” according to H Pur-
ushotham, CMD of the Corpor-
ation.The Indian effort was fo-
cussed on sensitising farmers
in Ghana with high-yielding
varieties and the latest farm
techniques that would be suit-
able to West African soil. Ac-
cordingly, cultivation in green-

houses and on open fields was
taken up using different seeds,
fertilisers, irrigation methods,
he told BusinessLine.

Ghana imports about 60 per
cent of its requirement of to-

matoes from neighbouring
countries. In May 2010, it made
a formal request seeking India’s
expertise to take up a research
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project. That was followed up
with an MoU in January 2013
between the NRDC and the
CSIR, Ghana.

With financial support from
the Ministry of External Affairs,
the NRDC took up implementa-
tion in 2015 in different agro-
climatic regions of Ghana. In
the same year, as part of the
Africa Summit in India, the MEA
had firmed up the bilateral $2-
million project.

At the concluding event of
the project in the auditorium
of the CSIR-Science & Techno-
logy Policy Research Institute
(STEPRI), Ghana, attended by
Mavis Hawa Koomson, Minister
for Special Development Initiat-
ives, BS Yadav, High Commis-
sioner of India, Girish Sahni,
DG, CSIR India and scientists
and officials from both sides
stressed the need for replicat-
ing the project on larger areas,
Purushotham said.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi1 evinces 1nterest 1n research
work at CDRI Lucknow

CSIR-CDRI 21st June 2017
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During his nearly 50-minute stay at the institute, Modi Interacted with
sclentists, trying to understand work being done by them with regard to

researches on new drugs.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited the CSIR-Central Drugs Research
Institute (CDRI) on Tuesday and evinced keen interest in the research work
conducted by the institute.

During his nearly 50-minute stay at the nstitute, Modl interacted with
scientists, trying to understand work being done by them with regard to
researches on new drugs. He even used a microscope to follow the experiments.

The Prime Minister, who 1s also president ot CSIR labs across the country,
enquired as to how scientists could help make people happy.
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“We brieted the Prime Minister about CDRI’s past, present and future and he
gave his blessings to all us for our endeavours for new researches,” said

Madhu Dixit, director, CDRI.

“We especially brieted the PM about the good results of the ‘Reunion’” a new
drug launched by us to deal with fractures in any part of the human body,”

she added.

The mstitute also organised a science exhibition highlighting the premiere
Institute’s contribution to drug research and development.

The Prime Minister visited two important laboratories. He tirst went to the
Molecular and Structural Biology lab headed by Dr R Ravishankar. He was
informed that CDRI has solved the 3D structures of many proteins using X-
ray crystallography technique.

Ravishankar said, “Using supercomputers, we have 1dentified several
inhibitors of these proteins. This information 1s then used to develop new
drugs against infectious diseases like TB, and malaria that atfect poor Indian
population.”

Replying to a question by the PM, Ravishankar explained that structures ot
even natural products could be determined.

Answering another query about enhancing the nutrition quality of
foodgrains, he explained that molecular and genetic techniques could be used
to improve the nutritional quality ot agricultural plants.
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Modi then visited the compound repository, botany, and natural products labs
of CDRI where he was updated about how CDRI was developing new drugs
using traditional knowledge of medicinal properties of plants. He also

planted a sapling at CDRI.

The CDRI has the distinction ot developing 13 out ot 20 drugs launched so
far 1n India.
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