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'Waste recycling can contribute to Indian economy' 
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Promoting waste recycling, PET

Packaging Association for Clean

Environment (PACE) on Monday

urged the people to always segregate

recyclable waste from the general

waste, as reusing it after recycling

can contribute to India's economic

growth.

The Association said India can

accomplish its waste management

goals only if the citizens are aware

how to dispose of waste by knowing

what is recyclable and what is general

waste.

"On this World Environment Day, we

need to pause and give a serious

thought to the menace of littering. If

we are aware of how we need to

dispose of waste and what can be

recycled, we can make a meaningful

contribution," said Vimal Kedia,

President, PACE.

Stating there is a need to treat

garbage as wealth so that new

technologies on waste management

can be used, Kedia said: "In case of

PET (Polyethylene Terephthalate),

there is a need to be more aware as

PET is the most recycled plastic in

the world. However, not many people

are aware of it in India."

"A 100 percent Swachh Bharat can

become a reality only when each

individual takes a pledge against

littering and takes a firm stand on

recycling," he added.
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PET is a form of polyester (just like clothing fabric). It is extruded or moulded

into plastic bottles and containers for packaging foods and beverages, personal

care products and many other consumer products.

According to a study conducted by the Council of Scientific and Industrial

Research (CSIR) - National Chemical Laboratory (NCL) - over 70 percent of

PET waste in India is recycled through organised sector alone. The actual

recycling percentage is much higher when unorganised recyclers too are

considered.

P.C. Joshi, Secretary General of PACE, said: "The association is engaging all

stakeholders in our efforts to improve the recovery rate and end use application

of the post-consumer PET bottles."

"We are also undertaking a research under Indian conditions on various aspects

of the subject with centre of excellence to develop innovations to convert the

post-consumer PET Bottles in valuable resource and integrating into circular

economy minimising the environmental impact," added Joshi.
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Why CSIR and other science labs should be given more funds, 

not less
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The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) is among the country’s

largest research and development organisations. This year a letter from the

director general has informed all of its 38 that they will have to generate their

own funds to keep the labs running. This has been the trend since 2015, when as

part of the Dehradun Declaration, the CSIR decided that about 50% of its

budget would have to be raised from external sources. This, coupled with the 7th

pay commission requirements, has left the CSIR with only Rs.360 crore instead

of the usual Rs.1,400 crore annual budget for research labs this year. All

indications are that this fund crunch is expected to continue in the years to come.

Higher science in India is already a very under nourished area. In many colleges

and universities, even basic equipment and materials are hard to come by. The

state of labs in premier universities for masters and doctoral scholars leaves

much to be desired. At a time when countries such as China and South Korea are

increasing the funding allocated to cutting edge research in science, India’s

cutting the budget will make it that much harder to compete in an international

stage. This puts additional pressure on CSIR-funded research labs to raise

funding from the industry. The pressure to conduct research in only those areas

which are profitable and can be sold to the industry will make it harder for

scientists to focus on areas of fundamental research in core sciences that may or

may not have profitable applications.
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NIO Goa celebrates World Environment Day
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Goa-based National Institute of Oceanography (NIO) took an initiative and

planted fruit-bearing trees within its campus to observe World Environment Day

on June 5.

As a part of the commemoration, the deputy director and chief scientist Dr PS

Rao planted the first tree and stressed on the need to care for the environment.

"Raising awareness on emerging environmental issues from marine pollution,

human overpopulation, and global warming, is a must." he
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