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Joint efforts needed to solve waste management issue: Prof  Tej

Singh

CSIR-NEERI                                                                                10th October 2017

Special Correspondent,

‘Waste management’ is a challenging issue for

the country and we have to jointly resolve it,

said Prof Tej Singh, All India Institute of

Medical Sciences (AIIMS) while addressing an

International Conference on Emerging

Trends in Biotechnology for Waste

Conversion (ETBWC-2017) in the NEERI

Auditorium on Sunday. As part of CSIR

Platinum Jubilee and CSIR-NEERI Diamond

Jubilee Year celebrations, CSIR-National

Environmental Engineering Research

Institute (CSIR-NEERI), in association with

The Biotech Research Society, India (BRSI),

has organised the conference.

Prof Ashok Pandey, Emeritus Scientist,

Center of Innovative and Applied

Bioprocessing, Mohali, Prof Claude-Gilles

Dussap, Head, Chemical and Biochemical

Engineering, Institute Pascal (University

Blaise Pascal -- CNRS), Dr Rakesh Kumar,

Director, CSIR-NEERI and Dr Sunil

Kumar, Organising Secretary of the

Conference inaugurated the conference.

Prof Singh said, “The Biotech Research

Society, India (BRSI) should become the

biggest society in the country and world

to tackle issues related to waste

management.” He also delivered a key-note

lecture on ‘structural basis of antibacterial

action of innate immune proteins and their

applications as protein-antibiotics’ and

revealed that biotechnology has a great

potential for social welfare. Prof Claude-

Gilles Dussap released the E-proceedings

of the conference and BRSI Year Book -

2017. BRSI Awards were also given away

on this occasion to the outstanding

scientists for their significant
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contributions in biotechnology. Dr Rakesh Kumar while briefing about CSIR-NEERI, said,

“Waste conversion will definitely create employment opportunities in the country.” Dr

Sunil Kumar, Senior Scientist, CSIR-NEERI provided an overview of the conference.

Overall, three technical sessions are organised during the 3-day conference. Scientists,

engineers, and other experts from India and abroad will deliberate on the global

developments on waste recycling, waste to bio-fuels and bio-products, nanotechnology

applications of waste and novel product development from waste.

Published in:
The Hitavada

http://thehitavada.com/Encyc/2017/10/10/Joint-efforts-needed-to-solve-waste-management-issue--Prof-Tej-Singh.aspx
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Institute of  Minerals and Materials Technology to set up 

incubation centre

CSIR-IMMT                                                                                   9th October 2017

BHUBANESWAR: To promote use of technological breakthroughs among general public

the Institute of Minerals and Materials Technology (IMMT) has proposed to set up an

incubation centre in its premises for young entrepreneurs here. At the centre to be set up in

collaboration with the Centre and the state government IMMT will facilitate

entrepreneurs with technical know-hows and also provide skill training.

"A number of new technologies and research outcomes from our institute cannot be used

by the general public. In the incubation centre we will facilitate entrepreneurs who can

start their business by using these breakthroughs and will also provide them required skill

training free of cost," said director IMMT, Sarat Kumar Mishra. An estimated investment

of Rs 50 crore for the establishment of the centre has been planned, he added.

Mishra said, they have planned to take help of various industry bodies like Confederation

of Indian Industries (CII), FICCI and ASSOCHAM to select entrepreneurs for making the

most of the facilities at the incubation centre.

The major sectors to be provided support and a business platform include value added 

agriculture, food processing, water and sanitation, rural housing, energy and leather 

processing.

As many as 35 path-breaking technologies in these fields developed by various research 

institutes and laboratories under the Council of  Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) 

were displayed at an exhibition organised in the premises of  IMMT to mark the platinum 

jubilee of  CSIR here on Monday.
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"Alternative raw materials for leather, early warning system of  landslides, low cost 

housing, restoring heritage buildings, wood without trees, green steel, new energy food 

and farm to pharma are some of  the interesting fields in which new researches have been 

displayed in the exhibition. We would collaborate on several other interesting and profit 

making concepts with entrepreneurs," Mishra added.

Speaking on the occasion Micro Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) minister Prafulla

Samal said, "The scientific research outcomes must not confine to papers and journals and 

must reach to people. Our department will provide all kinds of  support to the incubation 

centre. I will also urge IMMT to take steps to reach more and more people in rural areas 

and provide them technical support to improve their livelihood

Published in:
Times of India  

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhubaneswar/institute-of-minerals-and-materials-technology-to-set-up-incubation-centre/articleshow/61007578.cms
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Int’l Science Fest to open on Oct 13: Harsh Vardhan

CSIR-IMMT                                                                                 11th October 2017

Chennai, Oct 8 (PTI) A four day 'India International Science Festival,' organised by the

Union Ministry of Science and Technology, will begin here on October 13, Union Science

Minister Harsh Vardhan said here today. The fest, to be held in multiple venues, including

Anna University, Central Leather Research Institute (CSIR-CLR) here will feature a series

of events, he said. Stating that the response to the fest was overwhelming, he said after the

science festival, there "should be good quality scientific temper and passion.“ On the

progress made by premier research institution CSIR (Council for Scientific and Industrial

Research), he said the institution which last year was at the 12th position among about

1,200 government funded research institutions worldwide, had moved up to ninth rank as

per the Scimago Institutions ranking World Report 2017. Similarly, in global ranking for

private and public funded institutions, CSIR which held the 99th position, had improved to

75th rank among about 5200 institutions across the world. Besides Anna varsity and

CSIR-CLRI, events will be held at Structural Engineering Research Centre (CSIR-SERC),

National Institute of Ocean Technology and IIT-Madras, he added. A meeting of Science

and Technology Ministers will be held on the inaugural day of the festival at IIT Madras

here. 'Science village,' a programme intended to give exposure to students from rural areas

on the country's achievements in science and technology, a summit on innovative

technologies from several States, a conclave of women scientists and entrepreneurs, an

industry academia interaction are among the events that have been lined up for the science

festival. Union Ministries of Science and Technology, Earth Sciences and Vijnana Bharati

together have been organising the India International Sciecne Festival since 2015. The

initiative is to encourage scientific temper among the people and showcase Indian

contributions in science and technology. Published in:
PTI  

http://www.ptinews.com/news/9136856_International-Science-Fest-to-open-on-Oct-13--Minister.html
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Tech a look: Fest to have something for all science buffs

CSIR-IMMT                                                                                 11th October 2017

CHENNAI: A workshop for teachers, scientists-students interaction, conferences on

grassroots innovators and start-ups, meetings for science writers, competitions and lab

visits for students -the third edition of India International Science Festival to be held in

the city from October 13 to 16 will have something for everyone who has an interest in

science and technology. On Sunday minister for science and technology Harsh Vardhan

said the festival has several highlights, including a mega expo that will showcase more than

300 innovations covering those from 100 grassroots innovators. There will also be

competitions for the general public to present a solution for 10 major challenges in the

society and a conclave for women scientists and entrepreneurs and NGOs that work in the

field of science and technology. "Thousand school students from TN will conduct a science

experiment by extracting DNA from papaya in a bid to enter the Guinness book of

records," he said.

It aims to cultivate scientific temper among both scientists and the masses at a time when

the country has made great strides in the field of science and technology , he said. "Council

of Scientific and Industrial Research is now ranked ninth in the world among 1,200

government institutions. Similarly , CSIR's global ranking has also improved from 99 in

2016 to 75 in 2017 among 5,200 private and government institutions. The country has

made a lot of progress in science. But the passion and knowledge among masses is

lacking," the minister said. The festival, organised by ministry of science and technology ,

ministry of earth sciences and Vijnana Bharati, will be held at five major institutions in the

city -IIT-M, Anna University, ESSO-NIOT, CSIR-CLRI and CSIR-SERC.

Published in:
Times of India  

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/tech-a-look-fest-to-have-something-for-all-science-buffs/articleshow/61001575.cms
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Surat first to undertake aquifer mapping study

CSIR-NGRI                                                                                 13th October 2017

Surat: Surat Municipal Corporation (SMC) has

become first urban local body (ULB) in the

country to undertake aquifer mapping study

for its groundwater resources in river Tapi

and identifying zones for drilling productive

French wells to meet water demand of the

city. The civic body with the help of National

Geophysical Research Institute (NGRI)

launched a heliborne survey based on electro

resistivity technology (ERT) for seven days

starting from Tuesday. The aquifer mapping

survey will be carried out over river Tapi

stretch from Magdalla in the downstream to

Kamrej in the upstream.

The total area to be surveyed through

heliborne survey would be 268 square

kilometre. Through this survey, around

500 metre beneath the riverbed will be

scanned to identify and locate the confined

and saturated aquifer. An aquifer is an

underground layer of water-bearing rock

from which groundwater can be extracted.

The mapping would assist in estimating

the quantity and quality of groundwater

in an aquifer and help in assessment of

sustainable level of groundwater

extraction. Official sources said after

completion of the seven-day-long survey,

the civic body will able to locate French

wells inside river or along the bank, land

reservations for future water supply

projects in the upstream, town planning

for giving building permissions along

riverbank, bridge project, barrage projects

and outer Ring Road project, metro rail

project and other highway projects. "The

aquifer mapping will help us in knowing

the exact location of aquifer, its size,
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quantum of water it can store, recharge points and French Wells. The mapping will go a

long way in helping us take necessary measures to replenish the declining groundwater

resources," said additional city engineer KH Khatwani.

Published in:
Times of India  

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/surat/surat-first-to-undertake-aquifer-mapping-study/articleshow/61028417.cms
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NCL VENTURE VENTURE SETS UP ITS FIRST 55KW SOLAR FARM

CSIR-NCL                                                                                   12th October 2017

The Venture Centre — run under the aegis of CSIR-National Chemical laboratory (NCL),

with the help of two of its own incubate companies — has set up a solar farm on its

premises. The 55 kW solar-powered farm, inaugurated on Tuesday, is pitched to cater to 20

per cent of the centre’s day-time energy requirements. Launched under the Clean Energy

Initiative, the set up is estimated to save upto Rs 10.20 lakh annually on the centre’s power

bills Speaking at the inauguration, AK Nangia, director, NCL, said, “Switching to

renewable energy resources will be pertinent in addressing the future energy

requirements. Two incubate companies — Gram Oorja Pvt Ltd and Pratiti Pvt Ltd — have

designed and developed the farm, comprising 170 roof-top panels, while International

Biotech Park (IBPL) supported it with Rs 30 lakh, of the total Rs 40 lakh incurred, under

their corporate social responsibility funding An official from Gram Oorja said, “The

challenge for setting up this farm was finding enough space where adequate sunrays would

be available naturally. Being a campus filled with tall green lush trees, finding the right

space was a challenge.”

So far, Gram Oorja has undertaken solar power-enabled projects in over 45,000 villages

and tribal belts across Maharashtra, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir,

among others Premnath, director, Venture Centre, said, “One of the toughest tasks for

major Indian cities is to propel the conversion of clean energy resources into technology.

This is one such effort to promote renewable energy.” In addition, the authorities at the

centre are also planning to expand their services, which will provide a platform for newer

start-ups to test their prototypes A senior official from Venture Centre said, “We are

proposing to set up a 3kW test facility, wherein advanced prototypes can be tested upon.”
Published in:

Indianexpress

http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/pune/ncl-venture-centre-sets-up-its-first-55kw-solar-farm-4885957/
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CSIR GOLD FOR NIIST SCIENTIST VIJAY NAIR WINS GOLD MEDAL 

CSIR-NIIST                                                                                 13th October 2017

Thiruvananthapuram: Vijay Nair has

journeyed 27 long years between becoming

the first scientist to head the School of

Organic Chemistry at CSIR-Regional

Research Laboratory and being chosen for the

Chemical Research Society of India’s gold

medal for lifetime contributions. A lot has

changed during the time. The CSIR-RRL was

renamed CSIR-National Institute for

Interdisciplinary Science and Technology.

Many new science institutions like IISERs

have come up. (Though Vijay Nair says, “now,

there are many first-rate science institutions.

Still, for a country of our size, these are not

enough”).

Another difference he notes is in the kind of

students who take up science.

“Back then, the best students would take up

basic sciences. Now the best students join

engineering or medicine courses. The ones

in my generation who chose basic sciences

did so because they liked science. Now

most who study science subjects are not in

because of their interest in it. That is sad,”

he says. He was fascinated by chemistry in

school. “In Malayalam, chemistry is called

Rasatantram and it promises to be

interesting. Moreover, I had an excellent

chemistry teacher in P.K. Gopinathan Nair,”

he says. It was when he was in college that

organic chemistry became his favourite

subject. “Everything in nature is a

manifestation of organic chemistry.

Whatever you see, all the living things, the

smell of flowers, colours, everything. I was

very fond of it,” he says. He started

focussing on organic synthesis. “What

nature creates in a few seconds, we might

take months or years. Our aim is to make
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chemistry more efficient,” he says. He is happy about the recognition from the country’s

chemistry community. However, he spends more time talking about his students, many of

whom work at leading laboratories across the world.

Published in:
Deccan Chronicle  

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/nation/in-other-news/131017/csir-gold-for-niist-scientist-vijay-nair-wins-gold-medal.html

