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CSIR labs for more collaboration, to act as force multipliers

CSIR-CGCRI                                                                           16th September 2017

Kolkata, Sep 16 (IANS) Directors of two Council for Scientific and Industrial Research

(CSIR)labs on Saturday said institutions under India's premier national R&D organisation

are committed to work together instead of remaining in "academic silos". "The way that

we have worked in the past is that each laboratory is led by a director and each laboratory

kept its individuality but if you look at the past, where we have had major successes is

when two or three labs worked together. This way the 38 CSIR labs are force multipliers,"

CSIR's Central Glass And Ceramic Research Institute (CGCRI) Director K Muraleedharan

said here.

He compared the spruced up working style to the Indian Space Research Organisation

(ISRO). "If you look at ISRO, ISRO units work together. Chandrayan is the project of the

whole organisation, not one lab," Muraleedharan said during the inauguration of the CSIR

Platinum Jubilee Mega Science Exhibition at the CSIR-Indian Institute of Chemical

Biology's TRUE campus in Salt Lake City. As an example, Muraleedharan cited a lithium

ion battery manufacturing project in Chennai which is a collaboration of several CSIR labs,

including CGCRI.

"My lab has contributed towards the ceramic separator component of the battery. We

realise that if we work together, we can achieve much more than what each person can do.

The manufacturing is at a prototype level and the final product cost will be cheaper by half

of the price of the imported product," he said. According to CSIR-IICB Director Samit

Chattopadhyay, the focus is on working with industry on a "war footing."

"We are trying to find ways how our chemists and biologists can work on a war footing
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with industry to come up with 10 products in the next two to three years," he

said. Chattopadhyay said each lab has zeroed-in on 10 problems to be taken up over the

next two years and will work on them under "mission mode programme" to deliver

products in short timelines.

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/science/csir-labs-for-more-collaboration-to-act-as-force-multipliers/articleshow/60710892.cms
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CSIR platinum jubilee: CFTRI to hold expo

CSIR-CFTRI                                                                           18th September 2017

The Central Food Technological Research Institute (CFTRI), a premier laboratory of  the 

Council of  Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), Ministry of  Science and Technology, 

will organise an exhibition from September 18 to 20 as a part of  the CSIR Platinum Jubilee 

Celebrations.

The expo aims to familiarise students, researchers and the general public with the 

contributions of  CSIR. It has a network of  38 laboratories with a pan-India presence 

dedicated to diverse fields such as radio and space physics, oceanography, geophysics, 

chemicals, drugs, genomics, mining, instrumentation, environmental engineering, 

aeronautics, food technology and so on.

A release stated that CSIR was ranked ninth in the world as the best public R and D 

organisation out of  1,207 government institutions, according to Scimago Institutions 

Ranking World Report 2017.

Ram Rajasekharan, Director, CSIR-CFTRI, will inaugurate the exhibition on September 

18 at 10 a.m. on the CFTRI campus. The first two days will be limited to students of  

schools and colleges. The public can visit on the last day.

The timing is between 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The entry/exit of  the visitors will be from CFTRI 

North Gate, in front of  Akashavani.

There will be exhibits on the achievements of  CSIR in the areas of  social intervention, 

nurturing human resources, intellectual property and entrepreneurship, chemical and 

petrochemical, water, ecology and environment, leather, materials and minerals, energy, 
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healthcare and generics, aerospace and strategic sector, engineering and infrastructure, 

agriculture and floriculture, and food and nutrition, the release added.

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/csir-platinum-jubilee-cftri-to-hold-expo/article19704935.ece
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CSIR lab seeks to ramp up supply of  radiation protection glass

CSIR-CGCRI                                                                           18th September 2017

Kolkata, Sep 18 (IANS) With India aiming to build 10 new nuclear reactors, the CSIR-

Central Glass and Ceramic Research Institute (CGCRI) hopes to ramp up supply of

radiation shielding window (RSW) glass that protects workers and scientists from harmful

radiations to meet the demand. CSIR-CGCRI's Director K. Muraleedharan said the lab has

developed two products for the nuclear energy sector in India. One deals with the

development of manufacturing technology and supply of radiation shielding window

(RSW) glass that protects workers and scientists from harmful radiations to meet the

demand. CSIR-CGCRI's Director K. Muraleedharan said the lab has developed two

products for the nuclear energy sector in India.

One deals with the development of manufacturing technology and supply of RSW glass

and the other with borosilicate glass beads BSE -0.98 % for safe disposal of nuclear waste.

"You can look through the glass but radiations don't affect you. We have supplied up to 20

tonnes by now (in the last 10 years) but as nuclear plants come up, each year we may have

to supply close to 10 to 15 tonnes," Muraleedharan told IANS here on Monday during the

ongoing CSIR Platinum Jubilee Mega Science Exhibition. While the radiation shielding

glass is being produced in pilot scale at CGCRI for catering to the need of Department of

Atomic Energy, the technology transfer to industry for the product is "in the process", he

said. "Some operations you have to watch and the windows should be protective. Today

only Russia supplies these to us and their order books are full for the next 10 years so we

have intervened and made this indigenously," he said.

Published in:
The Economics Times  

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/science/csir-lab-seeks-to-ramp-up-supply-of-radiation-protection-glass/articleshow/60733410.cms
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Rahibai Soma Popere is a 54-year-old woman

who is a self-made expert in the subjects of

agro-biodiversity, landrace conservation, and

several innovative techniques in the

cultivation of paddy crops. Hailing from

Kombhalne village of Ahmednagar district,

Maharashtra, Rahibai has the distinction of

conserving and multiplying 48 indigenous

landraces of 17 different crops including

paddy, hyacinth bean, millets, pulses, and

oilseeds. Rahibai has a humble yet typical

confidence while talking about her expertise,

and having tasted success after putting her

techniques into real practice, she often offers

training to farmers and students on the

subjects of selecting seeds, soil fertility

improvement, pest management and

control. She also supplies seedlings of

native crops and pushes the farmers to

shift to local varieties.

Native crop varieties are not only drought 

and disease resistant, but are nutritive and 

retain the soil fertility as they do not need 

chemical fertilisers and excessive water.

ahibai also spearheaded the formation of

‘Kalsubai Parisar Biyanee Savardhan

Samiti’ in Akole, Ahmednagar district.

The Samiti works towards the

conservation and propagation of

traditional varieties of crops, a report

by The Better India said. Rahibai follows

and preaches the Marathi saying ‘One is

the pioneer of one’s own life’. According

to Village Square, she created her own

water harvesting structures such as the

farm pond and the traditional

‘Jalkund’. She turned two acres of

wasteland into productive land and started

making money from the vegetables she

grew there. Rahibai also heads another
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self-help group, ‘Chemdeobaba Mahila Bachat Gat’ in Kombhalne, through which many

social initiatives like health camps, the supply of solar lamps are organised, besides

agricultural initiatives.

For her efforts and contribution, Council of Scientific and Industrial Research honoured

her with the title ‘Seed Mother’.

Published in:
Your Story  

https://yourstory.com/2017/09/rahibai-soma-popere-maharashtra/
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Narendra Modi Promotes scientific approach to deal with societal 

issues

CSIR                                                                                       19th September 2017

He also asked the Council for Scientific and

Industrial Research (CSIR) to develop toys

which “inspire and develop scientific temper

in children”. Mint has reviewed the minutes

of the July meeting attended by scientist R.

Chidambaram, principal scientific adviser

(PSA) to the central government; Niti Aayog

member (science) V.K. Saraswat; cabinet

secretary P.K. Sinha; Niti Aayog CEO

Amitabh Kant; Union science and technology

secretary Ashutosh Sharma; and several

others. Modi directed secretaries of all

scientific departments to ensure that their

projects are “supplementary to the priorities

of the government”. He also asked

Chidambaram to set timelines for projects and

review their progress. The Prime Minister

also asked all scientific departments to work

towards developing products that break the

monopoly of private companies. “The

government (is) to set up a medical

technology park to conduct research and

develop new products which can substitute

some of the products monopolized by certain

Narendra Modi also asked all scientific departments to work

towards developing products that break the monopoly of

private companies. Photo: Reuters

New Delhi: A solution to New Delhi’s bad

air problems and the waste management

crisis that India’s big cities face, the

introduction of millets in ration shops to

address nutrition issues, and preferential

market access for indigenous technologies.

These were some of the subjects discussed

at a July meeting of the government’s

departments in charge of science and

technology that was chaired by Prime

Minister Narendra Modi. Modi said he’d

like to see the departments reorient

themselves and address specific problems

rather than spreading their resources thin.
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companies. The effort should be to channelize resources on few products to get concrete

outcome in next few years,” the minutes said. The meeting also discussed the need to focus

on areas where India exports raw materials and imports finished products. “Research should

develop low-cost technologies for value addition in raw material within the country,” the

minutes added. The meeting discussed “preferential market access” for indigenously

developed products and technologies. Niti Aayog was asked to examine the proposal and

give recommendations within three months.

Modi gave the departments a year to solve New Delhi’s air pollution problem, caused

primarily by the burning of post-harvest stubble in the northern plains.

He also asked all scientific departments to fix big targets to be achieved by 2022 – India’s

75th year of independence. Experts welcomed the initiative but pointed out that a lot of

scientific research was already targeted at social issues.

“This approach is the right approach. There is a need to promote scientific temper,

especially among children. In India, scientific work is already being used for societal needs

— take monsoon or Agromet services for example. But what we certainly need is to cut

short the time lag between research and product development,” said Dr. Shailesh Nayak, a

scientist and former secretary in the Union ministry of earth sciences.

Published in:
Live Mint  

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/TUjosVDEazQ8UXmfplPjBI/Narendra-Modi-promotes-scientific-approach-to-deal-with-soci.html
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6-Km stretch of  Airport Road closed
GMADA move aimed at checking further mishaps, says road beyond repairs

CSIR-CRRI                                                                             20th September 2017

The stretch from Airport Chowk to the Banur-Landran road

T-point has been closed for traffic. Tribune photo: Vicky Gharu

Finally, a 6-km-long stretch of Airport

Road, from Airport Chowk to the Banur-

Landran road T-point, was closed for traffic

today. The GMADA authorities took the

decision to close the stretch in the light of

fatal accidents on the road, which is unfit

for use. Chandigarh Tribune had

highlighted the issue in its columns today.

If the GMADA authorities are to be

believed, the stretch in question is beyond

repairs. “The road has been “founded on

black cotton soil”, on which no road can

survive,” said a senior official of GMADA.

According to the design specifications, the

road was to be constructed after digging a 1-

metre-deep trench by removing black cotton

soil, and then filling it up with “sandy strata”.

“Apparently, the trench was not dug and the

road was constructed on black cotton soil,”

said the official on condition of anonymity,

indicating embezzlement of funds and

irregularities in the construction of the road.

Ravi Bhagat, Chief Administrator of

GMADA, said the road was beyond repairs

due to technical reasons as a result of which

GMADA decided to close the stretch for

traffic to check further mishaps on it. “When

water seeps into the road and reaches the

black cotton soil, the soil swells. It either

breaks the road or develops mounds on it. If

we carry out repair work or patch work, it

will be of no use again,” said an engineer of

GMADA. The official also indicated that the

thickness of layers of gravel and other

material were not as per the specifications

and substandard material was used in the.
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construction of the road. Crores of rupees were spent on the construction of the stretch,

which has virtually gone down the drain. Now, the GMADA authorities apparently are in

no mood to “waste” more public funds by carrying out repair work on the road. “It seems

the only solution left with us is to wipe out the entire stretch in question and reconstruct

the road again,” said the GMADA authorities. The reconstruction of road will require

nearly Rs 100 crore. A Vigilance probe is under way to detect “corruption” during the

construction of Airport Road.

GMADA finds fault with CRRI report

GMADA, which had roped in Central Road Research Institute (CRRI) by paying Rs 25

lakh to get the road examined and prepare a detailed report on faults and substandard

material used, if any, expressed dissatisfaction over its report sent recently.

Sources said in its report, the CRRI stated that by and large everything was found to be

fine and heavy traffic was the main issue on Airport Road. “We are surprised with the

report, which is not acceptable. There is no heavy traffic on the road while the CRRI has

stated that five trucks travel on the road per minute. Apparently it (CRRI) has ignored

several key issues,” said a senior GMADA official.

Chief Administrator Ravi Bhagat said the CRRI had been asked to revisit the road, re-

examine it and prepare a fresh report. GMADA has also got a sample of Airport Road

checked by another agency. “The report of the agency is entirely different from the CRRI

report,” said the GMADA official

Published in:
The Tribune

http://www.tribuneindia.com/news/chandigarh/6-km-stretch-of-airport-road-closed/469412.html
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The Alchemist: Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar is more famously known 

as ‘father of  science and technology’

CSIR                                                                                      15th September 2017

and engineering knowledge that he could make

a significant contribution to the development

of national industries in India, which is quite

relevant today, keeping in view the 'Make in

India' campaign launched by Prime

Minister Narendra Modi.

His research contributed to several areas of

chemical sciences including emulsions, colloids

and industrial chemistry. However, his

pioneering research in the field of magneto-

chemistry is acclaimed throughout the world.

Today's chemical industry is an important part

of the Indian economy, and a lot of credit goes

to this pioneer for solving the industrial

problems. But he refused to take any personal

monetary benefit; these instances show us how

much respect he gave to science.

Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar's research contributed to several areas of 

chemical sciences including emulsions, colloids and industrial 
chemistry.

Credited with establishing 12 national

research laboratories in India,

internationally acclaimed chemist and

scientist Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar is more

famously known as the 'father of science

and technology', and there is a reason for

that. As the Founder Director, and later as

Director General, of the Council of

Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR),

a scientific organisation conceived and

developed by him, he played a key role in

promoting scientific research for the

industrial revolution in independent India.

A Padma Bhushan awardee, it was through

his guidance and application of scientific

Published in:
India Today

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/shanti-swarup-bhatnagar-father-of-science-and-technology-scientist/1/1048383.html
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Symposium on functional dyes begins tomorrow

CSIR-NIIST                                                                            19th September 2017

About 250 scientists from various academic and research institutes across India, Japan,

China, Taiwan, Singapore and Korea are expected to participate in the eighth East Asia

Symposium on Functional Dyes and Advanced Materials (EAS8) which will begin at the

CSIR-National Institute for Interdisciplinary Science and Technology (NIIST) here on

September 20.

The three- day symposium to be inaugurated by Dr. S. Chandrasekhar, Director, Indian

Institute of Chemical technology, Hyderabad, will cover all aspects of functional dyes and

advanced materials.

Platform for researchers

A press note issued here on Monday said the symposium would offer a platform for young

researchers, students and entrepreneurs to exchange information and technology.

Novel dyes

The event will also showcase the ongoing research in developing novel dyes and inks at

CSIR-NIIST and other national laboratories.

Dr. A. Ajayaghosh, Director, CSIR-NIIST said the event would help forge industrial

linkages in the sector.

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-kerala/symposium-on-functional-dyes-begins-tomorrow/article19712908.ece
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A glimpse into CSIR’s feat on its platinum jubilee

CSIR-CFTRI                                                                           20th September 2017

Technofest at CFTRI gives an insight into

contributions in science and technology

The three-day “CSIR Technofest”

exhibition got off to a start at CSIR-

CFTRI campus here on Monday with

CFTRI Director Ram Rajasekharan

inaugurating the function amongst a large

gathering of students and academia. The

CSIR Platinum Jubilee Technofest was

organised to inform the public about the

contribution of CSIR in the science and

technology front in the last 75 years for

improving the lives of people by means of

technology interventions, skill

development, and employment generation,

including strategic sectors while networking

with industry, academia, and institutions.

14 information panels

While inaugurating the Platinum Jubilee

Celebrations at CSIR headquarters on

September 26 last year, the Prime Minister,

who is also the President of CSIR, had

suggested that CSIR’s achievements should

be exhibited across the country, so that

people will be able to know about the

advancements. Accordingly, 14 theme-based

information panels highlighting major CSIR

achievements have been featured at the

exhibition, according to the CFTRI. CSIR

also provides S and T based services to

industry and other stakeholders, acts as a

custodian for primary standards of

measurements, bio-resources, and traditional

knowledge. It is also the nation’s flag bearer

in intellectual property generation and

protection and creates the country’s largest S

and T human resource, a release stated here.
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Path-breaking research

CSIR has been known for its path-breaking research in many areas which include indelible

ink, which is the hallmark of every election process in the country. Incidentally, the

Mysore Paints and Varnish Ltd., the only company authorised to produce it, is also based

in Mysuru. The multitude of research areas pursued in CSIR include agriculture,

aerospace, pharmaceuticals, chemicals, drug development, earth sciences, energy, food,

material science, genomics, housing, healthcare, leather, microbiology, environmental

engineering, power electronics, roads, sensors, solar energy, weather forecasting, and so on,

the release further stated. Swaraj, the first tractor of the country, baby milk powder

developed by CFTRI, the first supercomputer of the country were some of the

accomplishments of CSIR. Apart from the exhibits encompassing the pan India CSIR

laboratories, there are also stalls displaying the recent technologies of CSIR-CFTRI for

the benefit of the local students and the public.

Stalls, sessions

Stalls showcasing superfoods — chia, quinoa and teff, fortified foods, nutrition enriched

products like spirulina chikki, kokum candy, carbonated fruit beverages, food adulteration

test kits, fermented beverages and gluten free products — have been the major attraction

to all. Also, scientist-student interactive sessions have been arranged and scientific lectures

are delivered to create awareness and curiosity amongst children, so that they may pursue

a career in basic sciences in future. There is also a Scientist – Industry/ entrepreneur

interaction scheduled on September 20, the release said.

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/a-glimpse-into-csirs-feat-on-its-platinum-jubilee/article19711702.ece

