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I am to forward herewith a copy of Circular No. 18/12/20 dated 14.12.2020
(Letter No. 000-VGL-18-469044) and Circular No. 20/12/20 dated 30.12.2020 (Letter
No. 020/MSC/036) of the Central Vigilance Commission, Govt. of India, on the subject

cited above for information, necessary action and strict compliance. Please bring it to
the notice of all concerned.
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;. Subject: Timely finalization of Departmental Inquiry Proceedings-improving vigilance
administration.

Ref: (i) Commission’s Circular No. 8(1)(g)/99(2) dated 19.02.1999

(i} Commission’s Cireular No., 8{1)}(g)/99(3) dafed 03.03.1999

. (iily Commission’s Circular No. 3{v)/99(7} dated 06.69.1999
(ivy Commission’s Cireular No, 000/VGL/18 - dated 23,05.2000

(¥) Commission’s Office Order No. 51/08/2004 dated 10.08.2004

(vi) Commission’s Circular No, 62/61/2016 dated 18.01.2016

The Central Vigilance Commission as part of its functions of exercising superintendence
over the vigilance administration of the organizations covered under its advisory jurisdiction and
for bringing about improvement and efficiency in the same, has been emphastzing on timely
initiation and completion of the disciplinary proceedings, wherever required. The Commission is
of the view that any delay in initiation or finalization of the disciplinary action is neither in the
interest of the organization, nor that of the official concerned.

2. Guidelines have been issued by the Commission in this regard, dcl’"m'mg the time limits for
various stages of disciplinary proceedings, in order to ensure that there is no undue delay on the
part of the concerned authorities/officials. However; it 1s observed that despite clear guidelines
issuad by the Commission and Department of Personnel & Training (DoP&T), the
authorities/offictals concerned are not adhering to the prescribed time-limit and the disciplinary
preceedings in some caszes lake much longer time, which leads o unwarranted delay in finalization
of disciplinary case. Any unexplained, undue du.lay may also be a cause of unnecessary htlgauon
and provide undue advantage/harassment to the charged officer. Such delays on one band help in
evading penalty on guilty officials. while prolonging the agony of the officials w ho may have been
Lhdif:,L sheeted wrongly in few cases and are finally exonerated.
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3. The delay in completion of departmental proceedings on the part ol the organization
concerned has also attracted adverse comments fron the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India in Civil
Appeal No. 958 of 2016 Prem Nath Bali Vs. Registrar, High Court of Dethi & Anr in its Judgnient
dated 16.12.2015.

4, In continuation of CVC’s guidelines dated 23.05.2000 and DoPT OM dated 14.10.2013,
the Commission therefore, to ensure prompt/timely action in disciplinary matters where major
penalty proceedings have been initiated/are (o be initiated, the following time limit may be adhered
to: -

' Sl. No, stage of disclplinary action L _Time Limit ]
[. [ssue of Charge Sheet 0 the stage ol )y Al the required  actions may be
appointment of 10 and PO completed within a period of 2

months from the date of issue of First
Stage Advice of the Commission,

2, Conducting  departmenia inquiry  and | The inquiry report should be submitted
submission of report by the Inquiry officer | within 6 months from the date of

_ (1.O) : o appointment of inquiry officers

3, Overall additional time for allfany of the | In addition 10 the above time limit, a
above stages of disciplinary proceedings, due | period of | more month may be taken,

to sotne unavoidable/unforeseen | if required.

] circumstances ]
3 The Commission desires that the ahove time limit should be adhered (o strictly by the

authorities in the organisations concerned. Since inttiation and conduct of disci phinary proceedings
ts within the domain of the disciplinary authority concerned. the CVOs may bring the above
guidelines of the Commission to the notice of the competent authorities for compliance.
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. <7 (Rajiv Varma)
Officer on Special Duty

To -

(i) The Secretaries of all Ministries/Depariments of Gol

(1) Al Chief BExecutives of CPSUs/Public Sector Banks/Public Sector Tnsurance
Companies/Autonomous Bodies etc.

(it} All CVOs of Ministries/Departments of Gol/CPSUs/Public Sector Banks/Public Sector
Insurance Companies/Autonomous Bodies eic,

(iv)  Website of CVC

Copy to:

Department of Personnel & Training [Shri Lok Ranjan. Additional Seeretary, DoP&T],
North Block, New Delhi-110 001 for information and necessary action.
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Sabject:- Disposal of old pending cases.

Central Vigilance Commission, as part of its functions of exercising superintendence
over Vigilance Administration of the organizations under its advisory Jurisdiction has been

emphasizing on timely completion of action in vigilance related malters.

finalization of such matiers s neither in

Any delay in

the interest of the arganization nor thar of the

eiployee concerned, Undue defay on one hand provide prolonged opportunities 1o a corrupt

public servant 1o indulge in

inappropriate activities. On the other hand. any unwarranted

delay in conclusion of vigilance related matters is detrimental for an honest public servant,

who may have got involved in a vigilance case,
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However, it has been observed that SUMC Cases are

2. In order to ensure that a vigilance related maiter
within a reasonable time frame. the Central Vigilance
time and again. specitying the tme limit for el

due o VArious reasons,

is taken (o its logical conclusion
Commission has issued guidelines,

1ostage involved inoa vigilance case.

hot brought o logical conclusion in a

timelv manner and remain pending in the oreanizations for undualy Tong pericd of time. due w

variels of reasons.
3 The Commission. vide Cireular
downloadable form on Commission”s
varitus stages of disciplinary

No.

18:12:20
website, www cvegoy in) has preseribed thne Hmit for
action. as (abulaled bejow:-

dated  14.92.2020 available in

.[h‘\l—; - Stage 6'l’clis;uipliﬁm‘y action T Time Limit .
No. | S
Co Issue of Charge Sheet 1o the stage of | All the required actiens may  be
| appointment of 1O and PO ccompleted  within a period of 02
I cmonths fiem the date of issue ol
! First Stage  Advice  of  (he
s - _ Commission. s
© 20 Conducting  deparimental mnquiry  and  The inguirs  report  should be |

~submission of report by the tnquin officer

! (L0
i
Lo Overall additionad Gime lor ailany ol the
| above stages ol disciplinary proceadings.
due o some  unsvoidablesunlvreseen

L kircumstances

submitled within 6 months from the

date ol appoiniment of nquiry
oflicers |

lnaddition wthe above Gime limit, a
period of T more menth may be ;‘
tahen, itreguired, '
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4. The Commission is regularly yeviewing old pending cases with the respective
organizalions and has appreciated the elforts of the organizations in bringing most of the old
cases to a logical conclusion. On a review ol vases, it is observed that a limited number of
cages, which originated in the period of 0LOT.2001 w 311220080 are pending in some
orgapizations for various reasons, some ¢f which are Hsted helow -

{ Stay granted by o court of T
(iih Case pending inacourt of law:

(iii)  Case Kept in abeyance as the official had been terminaied Trom service in
another case:

(ivi  Although, the officer was working with the Central Govt. ar the time of
commission ol misconduct. but the Disciplinary Authority, Le., the State Govl.
is yet to Turnish its viewsrecommendations:

{v) The misconduct was comniitted in an organization where the oflicial was on
deputation/posted eavlier and later on. he, ¢ither reverted back 1o his parent
organization or was transferred to another organization and there was
difference of opinton between the authorities concerned in the two
departments,

3. The Commission has directed that in respeet ot those organizations where a few old
cases are still pending. the Chief bExecutive and the Chief Vigilance Officer of the
organization should ensure that the vigilunce cases initiated between the period 91012011 to
3E12.2088 must be finalized latest by 31.05.2021, The urganizalions may take all necessary
steps and may follow up the pending cases with the authoritics concerned. wiliin the
organization and outside toa, i required. 10 ensure timely action in these cases.

6. As regards the cases pending in a court ol faw for a long time. IUmay be noted that the
Commission vide its Circular No, 19712720 dated 22.12.2020 has already drawn the attention
of the organizations 1o the judgement dated 28.03.2018 in Criminal Appeal No. 1375-1376
of 2013 passed by Supreine Court of India
(httpsisei eov.in/supremecowr20 1727580027580 Tudecment 28-Mar-2018.pdl), in which
the Suprenie Court had ordered Tor limiting the period of stay aranted by a court of law o six
months, except in exceptivnal circumstances. The organizations may lake necessary and
apprapriate action in respect ol those cases where stax has been granted by a lower court. in
view of the aiorementioned judgement of the Supreme Court,

7, The progress made in taking the ofd pending vases o heir logical conclusion may be
intimated to the Commission by the CVOs concerned.

8. The above time schedule may be noted tor strict complianee,
(Rajiv Verma)
OfTicer on Special Duty
To
(i) The Sceretaries ol adl MinistriesDepartments of Gol

(i) All Chief Execulives of CPSUs/Public Sector Banks/Public Secior Insurance
Companies/ Autonomous Bodies ele.

iy AH CVOs of Mintsiries/Deparimeats of GelfCPSUsAPublic Sectar Banks/Public
Sector Insurance CompaniessAutonuimaeis DBodivs ote.

(iv} Website uf CONVT



