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CSIR wants labs to stop random filing of  patents 

The Council of  Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR) has sent out a stern message to its 38 laboratories to avoid 
indiscriminate filing of  Indian and foreign patents. In order to "inculcate responsible behaviour" CSIR has decided that 
"henceforth 25% of  expenses incurred on prosecution and maintenance of  Indian patents and up to 50% of  expenses on 
foreign patents will be borne by the laboratories". CSIR director-general Girish Sahni has told laboratories "if  they 
succeed in licensing, headquarter will give you a matching grant". 
 
In a strongly worded letter to lab heads, Sahni said "patents are just filed for the sake of  filing without any techno-
commerical and legal evaluation". He told them that even choice of  countries where patents are being filed is "ad-hoc 
without any logic". For instance, he said, majority of  patents are "biodata" patents. 
 
"Individual scientists are using them for getting promotions and labs are playing number game. Once the patent is 
granted, neither the scientist nor the lab bothers about it. There is no serious attempt to find licensee and a review system 
to periodically look at the portfolio does not exist," he said. 
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In this regard, Sahni pointed out, "Renewal is simply done at the recommendation of  the scientist, as a result some 
patents are maintained till scientist retires. After that labs have no documentation available to even demonstrate the 
know-how." He added that patents are being abandoned after filing and are being allowed to lapse in early years. This, he 
said, shows that "no due diligence was done before filing but in the process we are spending filing fees and paying 
attorney fees running into crores of  rupees". To add to it, he said, there is a cost of  manpower in the laboratories for 
applying to International Patent Union. "All these expenses goes down the drain. Please note that each Indian patents 
costs us Rs 2 lakh and cost of  US patent is $20,000-plus," he said. 
 
Sahni gave the instance of  2015-16 when nearly 400 foreign patents were filed. "If  each patent is taken to logical 
conclusion, our total expenditure will work out to be Rs 56 crore. A poor nation cannot afford to spend this kind of  
money every year to sustain our ego of  being intellectual capital of  India," the director-general said. 
 
He has told each lab director to take "personal responsibility for IPR and business development, and must put in place 
systems and processes so that worthless patents are not filed and demonetisation is pursued vigorously". 

																																																																																																																
Akshaya	Mukul	|	TNN	|	Oct	19,	2016	
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CSIR industry meet dwells on socially-relevant projects 

Meet organised with the objective of  strengthening existing bonds with Indian industry 
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s call for socially-relevant projects and for technology to be useful to the common man 
was reminded by participants at a Council for Scientific and Industrial Research-Industry meet held here on Tuesday on 
the theme of  ‘Serving the Nation with Sustainable Chemistry’. 
 
A galaxy of  scientists from CSIR’s chemistry-related laboratories and industry representatives put their heads together 
at a brainstorming session. Papers presented included those on ‘Addressing the needs of  society - Role of  CSIR’ that 
had a video clipping of  Mr. Modi’s address at the CSIR Platinum Jubilee celebrations on Seotenver 26. The meet 
focussed on how ‘ease of  doing science’ could be translated into ‘ease of  doing business’. 
 
Of  particular interest was a discussion by CSIR scientists on the 18 socially-relevant projects that were currently under 
way at various laboratories of  the chemical cluster in CSIR on fast-track mode. One of  them, for example, is the ‘coal to 
liquid’ project being undertaken at the Indian Institute of  Chemical Technology here, apart from medical 
intermediaries. 
 
Another project that came up for discussion was the nano water filtration plant set up at Mogallu in Bhimavaram of  
West Godavari district, that was far better than the currently in-vogue ‘reverse osmosis’ technology and came at 40 per 
cent less cost. Also, the commercialisation of  a 500-watt flow battery, comprising a combination of  zinc and bromine 
with quick recharge was discussed. 
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While Director of  CSIR-IICT, S. Chandrasekhar, who presided over the sessions, welcomed the gathering, there were 
presentations on ‘Serving the nation with sustainable chemistry’ by T. Shekharam and ‘Ease of  doing business-Present 
practices’ by N.V. Satyanarayana. Dr. Chandrasekhar also summed up the discussions. 
 
A.V. Rama Rao from Avra Laboratories and others represented the industry at the meet organised with the objective of  
strengthening existing bonds with the Indian industry. It also aimed at discussing some of  the mission mode 
programmes proposed by the CSIR’s chemical cluster, with industry experts in a bid to help the CSIR re-orient its focus 
on translational research and tune its mission mode programmes to industry requirements. 
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