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CFTRI: 90% of spices consumed locally

Lab Covered: CSIR-CFTRI 3¢ February 2017

According to the Central Food Technological Research Institute, Mysuru, about 5.8

million tonnes of spices are produced annually 1n India and 90% of which 1s consumed
in India 1tselt and the rest exported.

India accounts for 48% of the global consumption. Demand for spices was on the rise
owling to 1ts multifaceted application 1n food and 1ts beneficial effects on health. India 1s
one of the largest producers, consumer and exporter of spices and CFTRI contributed
potentially for the technological developments with the global outreach, the CEFTRI
added. The two-day scientific meet aims to enable better understanding of problems,

specific strategies and solutions pertaining to the science and technological aspects on
spices.

T'he panel discussion on the second day of the conference on Friday will provide
opportunities to discuss the prospects of spice processing.
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"Vietnam model of spice cultivation can boost India’s
production’

Lab Covered- CSIR-CFTRI ond February 2017

Chief General Manager, NABARD, Bengaluru, M.I. Ganagi, has said that Vietnam

has overtaken India as the leading producer ot black pepper and its productivity has
reached unparalleled proportions in a short span of time.

Speaking after 1naugurating the national conference on ‘Strategies for sustainable
spice processing at the Central Food Technological Research Institute (CEF'TRI) here
on Thursday, Mr. Ganag1 said that Indonesia stood second and India has slumped to
the third spot 1n pepper production.

Eight years ago, Vietnam was nowhere 1n the spices market. Today, 1t 1s number one 1n
pepper production. It produces 10 times of India’s overall production. Vietnam
produces 2.5 tonnes of black pepper on an acre, he said.

Mr. Ganag1 said Indian spice producers have to adopt new strategies to increase
output and mono-cropping was an alternative to double the yield.

“It 1s time we analyse what 1s lacking 1n us to become a leading spices producer. W hat
1s atfecting our cultivation practices or whether diseases are affecting our production
should be looked at. We should reach 75 to 80% ot Vietnam's production in the years
ahead,” he suggested.

Mr. Ganag said Rarnataka has overtaken Kerala in black pepper production. Lack ot
productiveness or farmers interest may be the reason besides climate change since
Rerala was currently tacing drought for the first time after several years, he added.
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Mr. Ganag1 advocated for creating demand and plan production strategies since climate
change has atfected spices production. Pricing has become unviable. It tarmers have to
continue 1n farming, they must get a good price for their produce, he said.

Referring to the budget announcement for doubling the tarmers’ income 1n five years,
Mr. Ganagi said 1t took 14 years for the farmers’ income to double 1n the past. Income
can be doubled 1f productivity goes up, expenses are trimmed down and price
constancy was assured, he said.

He said NABARD has supported 2,000 tarmer producers’ groups and was also open to
support crop-specific tfarmers’ organisations, including spices.

On the Centre’s move to set up 100 food parks across the country, he said that
NABARD was ready for direct funding to entrepreneurs willing to establish their
processing units at the parks.

Homi Cheriyan, director, Directorate ot Arecanut and Spices Development, Kozhikode
and Nirmal Babu, director, Indian Institute of Spices Research, hozhikode also spoke.

Over 300 delegates, including academicians, growers and scientists, are attending the
two-day conterence.

Published in:
The Hindu, Source: bit.ly/2jKpcs7
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Rs 37,485 crore earmarked for scientific ministries: FM

CSIR ISt February 2017

Scientific ministries have been earmarked Rs 37,485 crore 1n this year's budget, Union
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley today said, with the Department of Space witnessing a
maximum hike of over Rs 1,000 crore 1n 1ts allocation.

Last year, the Departments of Space (DoS) and Atomic Energy (DAL), Ministry of
Science and Technology and Ministry of Earth Sciences were together earmarked Rs

32,030.72 crore.

Of the Rs 9,093 crore allocated to the Department of Space, Rs 4,155 crore has been
allocated tor capital expenditure, as ISRO embarks on several ambitious projects like

Chandrayaan-2.

The DAE and DoS, which come under the Prime Minister's Oftice, has been showing
phenomenal success with its projects like the Mars Orbiter Mission. This month ISRO
Is to send 103 satellites into space, a record of sorts.

The DoS has also been witnessing a steady rise in 1ts budget. Last year, the
department was allocated Rs 8,045 crore while in 2015-16, 1t got Rs 6,920 crore.

The DAE has been earmarked Rs 12,461 crore this year, of which Rs 124.50 crore has
been allocated for nuclear power. The Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor (PFBR),
another major project, 1s likely to get critical this year. Several atomic power projects
like Rajasthan Atomic Power Station (RAPS 7 and 8) and Kudankulam Nuclear Power
Project (units 3 and 4) are underway.
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Research 1nstitutes under the DAL, namely the Bhabha Atomic Research Centre

(BARC), the Indira Gandhi Centre tor Atomic Research (IGCAR), Raja Ramana Centre

for Advanced Technology, Variable Energy Cyclotron Centre, and Atomic Minerals
Directorate for Exploration and Research, have been allocated Rs 3,062 crore, a rise of
814.42 crore In comparison to last year.

T'he Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) under the Ministry of S&T
has been allocated Rs 4,446 crore in comparison to last year, which was Rs 4,062 crore.

T'he Departments ot S&'1 and Biotechnology have been allocated Rs 4,817.27 and Rs
2,222.11 crore respectively.

T'he Ministry of Earth Science has been earmarked Rs 1,719.48 crore, in comparison to
Rs 1,5676.14 crore 1n 2016-17.

Published in:
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CHANDIGARH, FEBRUARY 2
The Central Secientific
Instruments Organisa-
tion (CSIO) today trans-
ferred the technology
developed by it for mak-
ing ‘electronic knee’ to
an Ambala-based firm,
Walnut Medical Private
Limited. The firm will
undertake commercial

—

I

production of the device
The electronic knee is an

intelligent prosthetzc

device for above the knee

amputees, which wﬂl %e
manufactured for the first

time in India by a local

company. It will soon be
available in the mar,ket at
one-tenth the cost of avagl
able imported devices.

The
developed by Dr Neelesh

technology was

S - -

CSIO ) ansfer S teck ‘ ‘.{Dlogy for electronic knee to ﬁn ﬁr

- Kumar and his team in the
blomedlcal instrumenta- -
tmnf?dlwsmn of the CSIO.
Accordmg to the CSIO
scientists, it is a culmma-
“tion of five-year research

‘and development efforts

in collaboration with Wal-
nut Medical and will bene-

fit a large number of per-

~ sons who have lost their

Iower limb.
The devxce has a bmlt-m

3¢ February 2017
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microcontroller and sen- The transfer of techl}o |

sors that assists persons gy (ToT) agreemem._,. \§

involved in activities 31gned by Dr ',}Aﬁl
Kumar, Chief = :

requiring high level of 1€
. Stance stablhfy.‘ and Head, Bus{n g

The device is light tlves and
welght and requires less
effort on the part of the
physically challenged.
With the help of this
device the amputee can
walk and run at different
speeds as desired.
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