o " (8

o
A Daily News Bulletin

26™ October , 2016 Page: 1

Farm-ready, a profit & potent turmeric variety

CSIR-CIMAP \

Turmeric farmers in India have some good news. A new variety named CIM-Pitamber is available for commercial
cultivation.

It holds much promise for a large number of traditional Indian homes where turmeric (curcuma longa) is not just one of
the popular spices, but also a valuable first aid-cum medical ingredient to tackle a range of anti-inflammatory problems.

Scientists at the Lucknow-based Central Institute for Medicinal and Aromatic Plants, CSIR-CIMAP conducted extensive
research for eight years to identify and finally develop the high yielding variety. An average yield of 50 tonnes of rhizomes/
ha, containing more than 10 per cent curcuminoids has been demonstrated in multi-centre field trials.

One of the super yielding varieties with expected production of 60-65 tonnes of rhizomes/ha also contains more than 12.5
per cent curcuminoids. The general duration of the crop is 180-190 days, scientists said.

The active ingredient curcumin has a wide spectrum of medicinal properties. These include anti-inflammatory, wound
healing, anti-cancer, antioxidants, anti-microbial as well as anti-aging properties.
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Super clones

The scientists used genetic techniques on 130 germplasms collected from different places to select, cultivate, difterentiate
characteristics and finally develop super clones. The CIM-Pitamber is tolerant to the common leat botch disease, affecting
the turmeric crop.

The variety will be able to produce rhizomes, with 90 per cent more curcuminoids and yields, more than double the
existing varieties, and IISR Pratibha, now grown in North Indian plains.

This will enable the farmers to double their yields and also significantly raise their income, the Institute said. The variety
was unveiled by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on the 75th foundation Day of CSIR, which has 88 national labs, on

September 26.

Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Tamil Nadu and the South generally account for 70 per cent of turmeric production. Trading
happens in the major markets in Erode (TN), Duggirala (AP) and Nizamabad in Telangana said Kotesh Kumar, in-charge,
at CIMAP’s Centre in Hyderabad.

India is the largest producer and exporter of turmeric and accounts for nearly 80 per cent of the global production. The
spice is cultivated on over 150,000 ha in at least eight large States.

The estimated consumption of the spice domestically is about 100 mg per capita, amounting to around 480,000 tonnes per
annum. However, turmeric farmers have been facing trouble with stagnation in yields and inadequate market price.

M SOMASEKHAR | Oct 25, 2016
Source: www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/agri-business/farmready-a-profit-potent-turmeric-variety/article9267822.ece
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