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PALAMPUR: For the first time Himachal 

Pradesh (HP) has begun the commercial 

cultivation of  mulethi (liquorice) with the 

distribution of  planting material among the 

farmers by the Council of  Scientific and 

Industrial Research (CSIR) - Institute of  

Himalayan Bioresource Technology (IHBT). 

Dr Sanjay Kumar, director of  the institute, said on Monday that planting material of  'mulethi' 

(glycyrrhiza glabra) was distributed to the farmers for commercial cultivation in the state. 

 

"Mulethi has high demand in India, which is not only used as a spice but in ayurvedic 

medicines also. Presently, it is largely imported from other countries. But now HP will be the 

first state in the country to have organised cultivation of  mulethi," said Sanjay Kumar. 

 

He said apart from mulethi seeds and planting material, various crops were also distributed to 

farmers from different parts of  the state. 
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Thiruvananthapuram, Mar 1 (KNN) CSIR-

National Institute for Interdisciplinary 

Science and Technology (CSIR-NIIST) has 

designed a six-day „One Week One Lab 

(OWOL)‟ programme which will focus on 

MSMEs and showcase the innovations, tech 

technological breakthroughs achieved by the 

laboratory. 

It has planned to host a series of  programmes at its campus at Pappanamcode in 

Thiruvananthapuram from March 13 to 18, 2023. 

 

Addressing a press conference on Tuesday, C Anandharamakrishnan, director, CSIR-NIIST, 

Thiruvananthapuram said, “The programme is designed in a way that supports and 

encourages the MSME sector. Thousands of  industries are depending on MSME and last 

year, about 30 per cent of  our GDP‟s contribution came from this sector.” 

 

On the sidelines of  OWOL, a Millet Food Festival and expo will be held as a part of  the 

International Year of  Millets (IYM), he confirmed. 

 

IYM was approved by the Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO) of  the UN to promote 

the consumption of  millet across the globe. A farmers‟ meet is also scheduled which will be 

attended by regional farmers. 
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Ranchi, Mar 1: The G20 Research and Innovation Initiative Gathering (RIIG) Conference set 

to be organised to discuss „Materials for Sustainable Energy‟ on March 2 is looking to 

entertain several speakers from all over the world. 

 

The programme will begin with a welcome address by India Chair Dr Srivari Chandrasekhar, 

Secretary, DST; which will be followed by Indonesia and Brazil. The opening remarks will be 

delivered by DG, CSIR and Secretary, DSIR Dr N Kalaiselvi, while the address will be 

delivered by Dr V K Saraswat, Member, NITI Aayog and Dr G Satheesh Reddy, Scientific 

Adviser to Defense Minister. Meanwhile, Dr Ashok Jhunjhunwala, Institute Professor, IIT 

Madras President and Board Member, IITM Research Park is set to deliver the Plenary 

Lecture. 

 

Session I of  the Conference will be on „21st Century Challenges Related to Energy Materials 

& Devices‟, the Chairman for which will be Dr R Gopalan, while Dr K Ramesha, CSIR-CECRI 

is set to be the Rapporteur. Prof. Vijayamohanan K Pillai, Chair, Chemistry and Dean (R&D), 

IISER, Tirupati will discuss „Materials for Sustainable Energy Storage: Need for 

Intelligent/Smart Materials‟; Mahesh Godi, Founder & CEO, Godi India Pvt. Ltd. Will 

discuss „Materials for Sustainable Energy‟; and Dr Rahul Walawalkar, President & MD, Indian 

Energy Storage Alliance is set to talk on „Public-Private Partnerships to Accelerate Clean 

Energy Technology Innovation in the 21st Century‟. 

 

Session II on „Solar Energy Utilisation and Photovoltaic Technology‟ will be chaired by 

Chairman Dr Ashok Jhunjhunwala, while Dr Suraj Soman, CSIR-NIIST will be Rapporteur. 

Here Prof. Satishchandra Ogale, Director, RISE, TCG-CREST, Kolkata; Emeritus Professor, 

IISER, Pune will present a paper on „Advances in Photovoltaics: Materials, Devices, Systems 

and Applications‟, while Prof. Chetan Singh Solanki, Professor, IIT Bombay; Founder, Energy 
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Swaraj Foundation; Solar Energy Brand Ambassador to Govt. of  Madhya Pradesh will speak 

on „Fundamentals of  Using Energy Sustainably‟. 

 

Session III of  the Conference on „Materials and Processes for Green Energy‟ will be chaired 

by Chairman Dr Rahul Walawalkar and the Rapporteur will be Dr C S Gopinath, CSIR-NCL. 

Here, Dr Ashish Lele, Director, CSIR-NCL, Pune will discuss „Materials and Process 

Innovations for Green Hydrogen‟; Dr Anjan Ray, Director, CSIR-IIP, Dehradun will talk about 

„Materials and Processes for Green Energy‟; while Rajeev Sharma, DDG Standardization-1, 

BIS, Delhi will present a paper on „Standardization in the Field of  Electric Vehicle‟. 

 

On the other hand, Session IV will be Panel Discussion with Dr Anjan Ray as Chairman and 

Dr A S Prakash, CSIR-CECRI as Rapporteur. The panellists will include Prof. R R Sonde, 

Professor, Dept. of  Chemical Engg., IIT Delhi; Dr R Gopalan, Associate Director, ARCI, 

Chennai; and other foreign delegates. This session will be followed by Valedictory Session for 

closing remarks. 

 

Meanwhile, on March 3, all the dignitaries will be taken to Patratu Lake Resort for 

sightseeing and lunch in Patratu. 
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National Science Day was celebrated by different organizations here today to commemorate 

the discovery of  Raman Effect by Indian Physicist, Sir C.V Raman in the year 1928. 

 

CSIR-Indian Institute of  Integrative Medicine, Jammu, premier R&D organization under the 

aegis of  Council of  Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), Union Ministry of  Science & 

Technology celebrated National Science Day. Keeping in mind theme of  National Science Day 

„Global Science for Global Wellbeing‟, programmes were held in the institute wherein IIIM-

Technology Business Incubator organized Hackathon 1.0 in the institute which offered a 

platform to startups to share their business ideas related to Science and Technology which 

have potential to be converted into promising products/technologies. Dr. Zabeer Ahmed, 

Chief  Scientist, CSIR-IIIM and Chairman of  the Evaluation Jury in his message said that 

such events are very important for the IIIM-TBI, Jammu to develop a strong network with 

the local startups working in the field of  Biotechnology & Life Sciences. 

 

Inaugurating National Science Day-2023 organised by the Department of  Zoology in 

association with Directorate of  Students Welfare (DSW), Central University of  Kashmir 

(CUK) Vice Chancellor, Prof. Farooq Ahmad Shah underscored the need for inculcating and 

promoting scientific temper among the students and masses for the growth, progress and 

development of  the nation on the scientific front. 

 

On National Science Day, School of  Sciences (SOS) in collaboration with National Centre for 

Innovations in Distance Education (NCIDE) and Regional Services Division (RSD), IGNOU 

organized a lecture by Dr. Manzoor Ahmad Shah, Professor, Department of  Botany, 

University of  Kashmir. Another function was organized at Regional Center Srinagar in which 

the winners who participated in the essay writing competition were awarded with certificate 

and citation. 
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To recognize and appreciate the significant contributions of  scientists and researchers to 

society and to promote scientific temperament amongst students, Department of  Botany and 

Zoology, Cluster University of  Jammu celebrated the National Science Day 2023. The event 

was graced by Prof. J.S Tara, former Head, Department of  Zoology, University of  Jammu and 

presently the Convener of  Indian Science Congress Association, Jammu Chapter and he made 

the students aware about scientific discoveries and the impact they have in our lives. 

 

J&K and Ladakh Geo-Spatial Data Centre, Survey of  India, Jammu celebrated National 

Science Day-2023 and an exhibition was organized on this occasion. 

 

NSS unit of  K.C College of  Education organized a Nukkad Natak and a cleanliness drive at 

slum area, Udheywala to celebrate National Science Day. 

 

Chenab College of  Education, Kaluchak celebrated National Science Day and organized a 

seminar which was followed by a quiz competition on the theme „Global Science for Global 

Wellbeing‟. 

 

These activities were organized under the guidance of  Incharge Science Club, Megha Jasrotia. 

On National Science Day, Department of  Chemistry under the patronage of  Prof. Rajesh 

Gupta, Principal GGM Science College and under guidance of  Dr. Poonam Kamotra, HOD 

Chemistry organized a poster making competition on theme „Global Science for Global Well-

being‟. 

 

GLDM Degree College Hiranagar organized a seminar on GM Crops to celebrate National 

Science Day-2023 in Collaboration with JK Science, Technology and Innovation Council. Dr. 

Pragya Khanna, Principal GLDM Degree College Hiranagar exhorted for a holistic approach 

of  Genetic Modification (GM) techniques. She commented on the new initiatives in 

biotechnology and genetic engineering which is a matter of  wonder whether it is going to be 

a solution or problem. 
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A seminar on National Science Day was organized at GDC Kishtwar in which students of  

different semesters along with the faculty participated. Dr. Jyoti Parihar, Principal of  the 

College was chief  guest. The programme was organized by Science Department. 

 

National Science Day was celebrated by DHSS. Students displayed their innovative scientific 

projects and models to showcase their scientific skills and knowledge. Principal of  the School 

Devinder Kour encouraged students to explore scientific concepts and promote scientific 

temper. 

 

Army Public School Damana celebrated National Science Day and organized various 

educational as well as awareness activities including speech, talk, song on curiosity sung by 

tiny tots sensitizing students about myths and facts of  science. The students portrayed 

importance of  science in our day to day life and relation of  scientific discovery with „Ancient 

Vedas‟ through Vigyaan Geet. Shallu Kapoor, Vice Principal of  the School encouraged the 

students for creative thinking. 
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