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CSIR-IICT 08t October, 2022

Women Scientists Conclave

October 2§

National Acadg
(Hy

- lemy for Science

Council of Scientific and Industrial Research’s first woman director general N. Kalaiselvi 1s
scheduled to deliver the keynote address at the "Women Scientists Conclave: Selt Reliance,
Challenges and Future' at the IICT auditorium on Monday. DRDO DG Suma Varughese will
deliver the Dr.K.V. Raghavan Memonal Lecture.

The seminar 1s being jointly organised by the National Academy of Sciences, India
(Hyderabad Chapter) and the Academy tfor Science, Technology, and Communication (ASTC).

Governor Tamilisal Soundarajan will be the chiet guest for the event where Tanusri Sinha-
Dasgupta of S.N. Bose National Centre tor Basic Sciences will deliver a lecture on ‘Materials
by computation, challenges and opportunities. Besides, University of Hyderabad's Geeta
Vemuganti will discuss stem cells 1n eye research and DB1-Centre for DNA Finger Printing &
Diagnostics” Sangita will talk on "T'uberculosis and immunological therapy'.

These details were shared by CSIR distinguished scientist and chairman of NASI and ASTC
Ch. Mohan Rao at a press conference here on Saturday. He informed that in CSIR official data
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shows that the participation of women 1n science and technology has been increasing over the
past two decades 1n the country.

T'he percentage of women researchers has gone from 13.9% 1n 2015 to 18.7% 1n 2018, as per
DST data. There were tewer women researchers 1n engineering and technology (14.5%)

compared with those 1n the fields of natural sciences and agriculture (22.5% each), and health
sciences (24.5%).

The share of women researchers 1n the social sciences and humanities 1s, however, much
higher at 36.4% whereas global data shows women represent 33.3% ot all researchers, and

only 12% of members of national science academies are women. In cutting edge fields such as
artificial intelligence, only one 1n five professionals 1s a woman.

Science and Technology Ministry and the University Grants Commission had introduced
several programmes to encourage young minds apart from a programme offering a

stipend/funding to pursue research even two years after pregnancy and childbirth to reduce
the dropouts from science and technology, Mr. Mohan Rao said.

Published in:
The Hindu
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CSIR-NIIST 10th October, 2022

The first batch ot the skill development course " —
on ‘IPR, Patent drafting and Practice R ro

. . V24, -NIIST
conducted by the CSIR National Institute for
Interdisciplinary  Science and Technology - -
(NIIST) 1s graduating today. Unnat Pandit,
Controller-General of Patents, Designs and
Trademarks, will 1nteract online with the
students during the valedictory session. The
course had started on August 22.

Need for more professionals
In an interaction with the students on September 28, PH Kurian, former Controller-General,

shared his experience about the grant of only compulsory licence in the country and the
administrative reforms he mmitiated in the Indian Patent office during his tenure. About 20
resource persons, including patent agents, attorneys, mventors and scientists, took classes
during the course coordinated by RS Praveen Raj, Principal Scientist - I[P Management and

Technology T'ranster at CSIR-NIIS'T

T'he course aimed at churning out protessionals who could go on to become IPR experts or
patent agents, Praveen Raj said. A career as an IP professional (IPR attorney, patent agent,
examiner of patents or [P management expert) 1s highly rewarding. The course was designed
as part of skill development programmes for scientific personnel and students. More Indians
may file patent applications, but IPR has not gained enough traction among science students

in Kerala, Raj said.
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‘Broadens career vista’

Among those who completed the first course 1s Monish Roshy, who has a Masters 1n Robotics
and Automation. “I believe the course has helped broaden my career opportunities. It included
lectures, discussions and assignments along with a structured syllabus. It has also helped

create an awareness about IPR and and develop practical experience through dratting practice
and patent analysis,” he told BusinesslLine.

Aishwarya NR 1s a Computer Science graduate. “I'he course has opened up new opportunities
In my career path. The sessions were really informative and included lectures, assignments and
discussions. The faculty provided us with rare insight into the IPR field. The drafting
practices and scenario-based discussions granted us practical experience,” she added. Hemanth
Rashyap S 1s a graduate of Mechanical Engineering and found the course very usetul. “It gave

us a ringside view of how patenting works and also taught us on how to acquire a patent. I
look forward to writing the upcoming Patent Agent examination.”

Published in:
The Hindu Business Line
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r Calls For More Women 1

CSIR-IICT, CCMB, NGRI 10t October, 2022

Governor Dr. Tamilisalr Soundararajan on Monday called for encouraging more girls to take

up research in science.

“I'here must be more number of women 1n science and technology to bridge the gender gap
1n research,” she added.

The Governor, as the chief guest, was addressing the “Women Scientists Conclave: Selt
Reliance,” at the CSIR-IICT, here. She exhorted the parents and other tamily members to
encourage the girls to take up science streams and pursue careers 1n research.

“With little motivation and support, they would be able to create magic in their chosen fields
and more so In science and research.

Everyone 1s endowed with unlimited potential,” she added. Dr. Tamilisai Soundararajan
envisioned greater role for women scientists 1n helping the country realise 1ts goal of
becoming a five
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trillion-dollar economy during the next couple of years. As part of the women scientists
conclave, organized by the National Academy of Sciences, India (NASI) and the Academy ot
Science, Technology and Communication (ASTC), Dr. Tamilisal

Soundararajan felicitated eminent women scientists including Tessy Thomas (missile
technology), Dr. Geeta Vemuganti (stem cell therapy), Ms Suma Verghese (detence), Dr.
Sangita Mukhopadhyay (DNA finger printing), Dr. Tanushri Sinha Dasgupta (super
conductivity), and Raj Kumari Indira Devi

(science promoter).

Representatives of the CSIR-IICT, CCMB, NGRI, NASI, and ASTC and other eminent

women sclentists were present. (NSS)

Published in:
Ind Today
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building key to innovation,

CSIR-CSIO 08t October, 2022

The Central Scientific [nstruments
Organisation (CSIO) here celebrated the 81st
foundation day of Councll of Scientific and |
Industrial Research (CSIR). Prot Debatosh o
Guha from the Institute of Radio Physics and
Electronics, University ot Calcutta, delivered a
lecture on “Innovation 1n Science and

Engineering - An Art of Addressing

Challenges™ to mark the occasion.

Be inquisitive
Innovation happens by chance, by careful observations, by inquisitive queries and by

challenges. Protf Debatosh Guha

Discussing the chronology of development of electromagnetic theories and the role ot
mindful observations 1n shaping the human civilisation, Prot Guha said, “Innovation happens
by chance, by careful observations, by inquisitive queries and by challenges.”

Presiding over the function, Dr Girish Sahni, former Director General, CSIR, said big
discoveries were not simply based on pure logic but 1t also required a lot of preparation. He
exhorted the scientists of CSIO to foster team-building exercises, which would ultimately

yleld great development of technology as technology was the convergence of multiple areas
and skill sets.

Director CSIO Prof S Anantha Ramakrishna, highlighted the aims and goals ot CSIR and the

contributions 1t made 1n the field of science and technology over last 80 years.
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A memorandum of understanding was also signed between the CSIO and a private university
for undertaking collaborative research work. T'he scope

of the pact encompasses common research facility usage, incubation and development ot

existing technologies available with CSIO, internship for students at CSIO, and joint academic
programs.

Published in:
Tribune India
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CSIR-NGRI

CSIR-NGRI Researchers Discover New Tectonic Faults
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