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Dr Jitendra chairs joint meeting of  6 Science Ministries, emphasises

integrated StartUps

CSIR                                                                                                    16th July, 2022
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EW DELHI, July 16 : Continuing with the

trend initiated by him of holding joint

meetings of different scientific streams in

order to break the silos and evolve a

synergistic integrated approach, Union

Minister of State (Independent Charge)

Science & Technology; Minister of State

(Independent Charge) Earth Sciences; MoS

PMO, Personnel, Public Grievances, Pensions,
Atomic Energy and Space, Dr Jitendra Singh today chaired the 5th joint meeting of six

Science Ministries and departments, including Science & Technology, Biotechnology, CSIR,

Earth Sciences, Space and Atomic Energy, wherein the Minister emphasised integrated

StartUps and integrated R&D.

During the meeting that lasted over two hours, the Minister was informed that 214 areas

requiring science/technology intervention were identified and mapped from 40 odd Line

Ministries for Scientific Applications and Technological Solutions by all the six science

departments including Space and Atomic energy.

Dr Jitendra Singh said, the ever increasing requests from Line Ministries for scientific

applications and solutions have vindicated Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of

involving Science Ministries and Departments to solve the technical and complex issues of

General Ministries and Departments. He also called for evolving a holistic framework of

budget sharing, while delivering scientific solutions and inputs to Line Ministries.

Dr Jitendra Singh recalled that in 2015, on the intervention of Prime Minister Narendra
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Modi, an extensive brainstorming exercise was held in Delhi where representatives from

different ministries and departments engaged in an intense interaction with scientists from

ISRO and the Department of Space to work out as to how best the Space technology could be

utilised as a modern tool for supplementing, improving and expediting infrastructural

development as well as implementation of various welfare schemes.

The Minister informed that 32 Ministries and Departments approached for ‘problem

statements’. CSIR will lead 20 challenge areas and participate in 46 challenge areas posed by

Line Ministries as the entire exercise is being coordinated by CSIR. He also referred to

different scientific applications for sectors like agriculture, food, education, skill, railways,

roads, Jal Shakti, power and coal to name a few that have worked out since the launch of the

initiative in September last year. Apart from other Science Departments, DBT and ISRO have

also submitted their preference for leading in solution development/deployment for few

challenges.

Dr Jitendra Singh said, on the lines of Central Ministries/Departments, 172 major issues

have been identified by 36 States/UTs and 163 technology problems have been posed by

States seeking solutions from 24 Central ministries / departments. He expressed satisfaction

that within six months’ time, STI (Science Technology & Innovation) mapping exercise for all

the 28 States and 8 UTs have been completed. He added that mapping of States, including NE

was done in terms of innovation ranking, startup ranking, number of S&T Organizations,

R&D labs, universities, Incubators, Start Ups, MSMEs, industries, Clusters, Grassroots

Innovations, etc.

Dr Jitendra Singh asked all the Science Ministries and Departments to prepare in advance the

agenda and themes of the breakaway sessions for the State S&T Ministers Conference to be

held this year. He said, state-specific discussions could be included in the in the first ever

National Science Conclave involving states, industry representatives and other stakeholders.

Dr Jitendra Singh said, before the proposed Science and Technology Communication Centre
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(STCC) comes into force, the success stories of all the departments must be compiled and

disseminated to common people to create general awareness about India’s Scientific Prowess.

He also directed that workshops on success stories must be organized at regular intervals.

The meeting was attended by Principal Scientific Advisor to the Government of India,

Secretary, DST, Secretary D/o Space, Secretary, M/o Earth Sciences, Secretary, D/o

Biotechnology, Secretary, DAE, Secretary, Capacity Building Commission and representatives

and senior officials of other science departments.
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CSIR-CECRI and GODI India partner to manufacture lithium-ion 

cells in Chennai: Details

CSIR-CECRI                                                                                         19th July, 2022
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CSIR-CECRI (Central Electrochemical Research

Institute) and GODI India have entered into a

partnership to run a lithium-ion cell manufacturing

facility in Taramani, Chennai. This makes it India's

first ever public-private partnership for large scale

lithium-ion cells manufacturing. The new facility in

Chennai was inaugurated by Dr Shekhar C Mande,

Former Secretary DSIR and Former Director

General in the presence of Dr Kalaiselvi, Director,

CECRI.

On the occasion, Dr Mande said, “CSIR is a treasure
of knowledge covering all facets of science. CSIR is contributing a lot in the Space, Defence,

Nuclear and other societal applications. Partnering with GODI India marks a new chapter in

the development of advanced Lithium-ion cells with regard to next generation of energy

storage applications. We have taken a step further to provide fruitful contribution to the

ultimate benefit of the country under ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’.”

Commenting on this partnership, Mahesh Godi, Founder and CEO, Godi India, said, “This

partnership is just a beginning of development of next generation cells for mobility, ESS

applications and new R&D projects. GODI India will operate and maintain the facility to

manufacture advance Lithium-ion cells and cater to various applications ranging from e-

mobility to large scale energy storage systems. This partnership signifies our credibility and

testimony of technology strength in Lithium-ion cells manufacturing”

“Currently, all the Lithium-ion cells are being imported mostly from China and South Korea.
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GODI India is the first Indian company to manufacture Made-in-India & Made-for-India

Lithium-ion cells, which is certified by BIS (Bureau of Indian Standards), tested and qualified

by TUV, the third-party testing agency. With this, GODI India can manufacture and sell the

cells at par to the standard cells available in the world market,” added Godi.
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Roads in Ladakh to be made out of  plastic

CSIR-CRRI                                                                                           20th July, 2022
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The Ladakh administration has decided to

build roads with growing plastic waste to

preserve ecology and reduce the carbon

footprint in the Himalayan region. The official

order passed regarding this initiative was

taken by the Administrative Secretary of the

PWD Department of Ladakh. It states that it

is mandatory to make use of at least 10% of

plastic waste for road construction in Ladakh.

The goal is to dispose of the tons of plastic waste left behind by tourists over the years. Roads

built using plastic also tend to last longer and have better durability as compared to

traditional asphalt concrete roads, cutting down the cost of maintenance. They also have the

ability to withstand water and have a smoother surface.

At least 10 percent of roads will be built of plastic for which the Central Road Research

Institute (CRRI) will lead the training process. The order also stated that the department is

required to ensure the shredding of plastic by machines in Leh and Kargil and use it in the

construction of roads as well.

The Ladakh administration has also initiated training for local engineers and scientists from

Central Road Research Institute (CRRI), New Delhi. A team of 5 principal scientists from the

Central Road Research Institute, New Delhi has already been tasked with holding training

sessions with local engineers, according to an official.

Until now, the country has almost 33,700 km of plastic roadways, which means that almost
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every kilometer of road uses at least 1 million plastic bags. However, as of 2021, only 703

kilometers of National Highways were constructed using plastic roads.

7

Published in:
Economic Times

703km of National Highways

10% of  plastic waste Environment friendly

Training begun

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/roads-in-ladakh-to-be-made-out-of-plastic/10-of-plastic-waste/slideshow/93000515.cms


CSIR-NGRI scientist gets National Geoscience award

CSIR-NGRI                                                                                           20th July, 2022
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The Union Ministry of Mines has conferred the prestigious National Geoscience Award-2019

on Anand P. Singh, Emeritus Scientist, CSIR-National Geophysical Research Institute (CSIR-

NGRI), Hyderabad. Dr. Singh has made notable contribution towards understanding the

tectonics of the southern Indian Shield, Deccan Volcanic Province and Rajmahal Traps

regions using terrestrial gravity data.

His pioneering work has significant implications on unravelling the Precambrian tectonics of

Southern Indian shield and modification of the Indian continental crust by plume activities.

He aptly integrated gravity and geoid to delineate the Lithosphere-Asthenosphere Boundary

(LAB) in the Indian subcontinent.

Dr Singh partook in preparation of the Gravity Map Series of India-2006 and made wide-

ranging contribution towards Hydrocarbon exploration in Infracambrian Bikaner-Nagaur

Basin. These maps are of immense use to understand regional tectonics and natural resource

exploration, said a press release on Tuesday.
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CSIR-NEERI 20th July, 2022                                                                               
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CSIR-CFTRI                                                                                  19th July, 2022                                                                               
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‘Use Of  Latest Technology, Nano-Fertilisers Key For Boosting 

Agri Production’
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JIGYASA Program At CSIR-IMMT On Word Youth Skill Day 2022

CSIR-IMMT                                                                                          16th July, 2022
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Bhubaneswar: World Youth Skill Day was

celebrated by JIGYASA Team at CSIR-

Institute of Minerals and Materials

Technology on 15th July 2022 in association

with Atal Innovation Mission, NITI Aayog,

Govt. of India. 43 students and 9 teachers

from 7 schools of Odisha participated in the

program. The scientists of CSIR-IMMT

demonstrated advance research setups and

facilities to the school children and teachers. They also visited the JIGYASA medicinal and

aromatic garden which is a unique facility created in the city. A specially designed hands-on

training program using electronics circuit components and modules were organised for the

students. Ten schools having ATL labs have been adopted by CSIR-IMMT for hand holding.

Out of 10 adopted schools, Govt. High School, IRC Village, Bhubaneswar, Kendriya Vidyalaya

No-4, Bhubaneswar, Jawahar Vidyapitha, Pipli, Sainik School, Bhubaneswar, Panchayat Raj

High School, Kanapura, Capital High School, Unit-3, Bhubaneswar, B.B High School,

Dhenkanal participated in the program. Dr. Santosh Kumar Behera, Principal Scientist co-

ordinated the program. Other scientists Dr. Bhagyadhar Bhoi, Dr. B.S. Jena, Dr. AK Sahoo, Dr.

DS. Rao, Dr. Satyajit Rath, Dr. Ashutosh Rath, Dr. Bikash Kumar Jena, Dr. Nilotpala Pradhan,

Dr. Umakanta Subudhi, Dr. Alok Tripathy helped in organising the program and also

interacted with students and teachers. The JIGYASA garden visit was co-ordinated by Mr.

Bibhudatta Pradhan. Sophisticated instruments were demonstrated by Mr. Ajit Dash, Mr.

Debadatta Sahoo and Ms. Swagatika Mohanty. Prof. S. Basu, Director, CSIR-IMMT conveyed

that students of India at the young age require skills to demonstrate their innovative ideas. To

make our young generation more skilful, the JIGYASA team at IMMT organised this World

Youth Skill Day 2022. The JIGYASA Nodal Scientist, Dr. Debi Prasad Das conducted the
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hands-on training and encouraged students to develop models and prototypes for solving

societal issues. All teachers expressed that such programs are very much useful for their

students. The schools participated are having Atal Tinkering Labs with funding received from

Atal Innovation Mission, NITI Aayog, Govt. of India. JIGYASA is a Scientific Social

Responsibility program of CSIR where emphasis is given to have more scientist-student

connect activities.
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CSIR-IHBT                                                                                  17th July, 2022                                                                               
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Hyderabad: Recording of  micro earthquakes hindered by noise says 

NGRI study

CSIR-NGRI                                                                                           15th July, 2022
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HYDERABAD: A study by the National Geophysical Research Institute has revealed micro

earthquakes occurring in far-off places during the lockdown could also be recorded due to

reduction in noise generated by humans.

Vineet Kumar Gahalaut, chief scientist of NGRI, said human activities, industries and

vehicular traffic cause vibrations which can be recorded by a seismometer. “Seismometers are

sensitive instruments which record the ground vibrations from earthquakes so that we can

estimate their magnitude and locate them. A small earthquake of magnitude 4.5 or above

anywhere on the globe can be recorded by these seismometers,” he told TOI. Researchers

analysed the noise recorded a week before and after the implementation of the lockdown. A

reduction of 6 dB was observed during the lockdown.

However, the vibrations caused by human activities referred as noise, contaminate the eco-

system and vibrations of small magnitude earthquakes cannot be identified. To avoid this,

seismometers are placed at locations away from the cities where the surrounding noise is

relatively less.

“Before 1990s, the Hyderabad seismology observatory at NGRI was considered as a quiet

place with almost no cultural activities. However, rapid urbanisation, increased cultural

activities, traffic, industries and metro rail have increased the noise levels. During the

lockdown, these activities were reduced significantly, which again decreased the recorded noise

levels in Hyderabad seismological observatory and brought it close to the pre-1990s period. If

we compare the noise recording at the observatory before and during the lockdown, there is a

marked difference,” added Vineet.
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