


Environment body recommends wet scrubbers to control air pollution at 

Vaikunth crematorium

CSIR-NEERI                                                                                         25th July, 2021

PUNE The Pune Municipal Corporation (PMC)-appointed Council of Scientific and

Industrial Research (CSIR) - National Environmental Engineering Research Institute (Neeri)

has recommended installing wet scrubber to control air pollution at the city’s Vaikunth

crematorium.

Padma Rao, senior principal scientist, air pollution control division, Neeri, and her team

visited Vaikunth crematorium last Thursday.

Vaikunth crematorium is located in a residential area of Pune city and after local residents and

a non-governmental organisation (NGO) filed a public interest litigation (PIL) with the

Bombay High Court on the issue of pollution at the crematorium, PMC tasked Neeri to come

up with a plan to control the air pollution.

Shrinivas Kandul, additional city engineer, electrical department, PMC, said, “Senior scientist

Padma Rao visited Vaikunth crematorium and made a suggestion of installing a wet scrubber

to control the air pollution. Corporation has already installed a scrubber. After the

recommendation of Rao, we will put in another wet scrubber. Officials have also suggested

putting in a pollution monitoring system.”

Neeria is to inspect and assess the air pollution control system at the Vaikunth crematorium

and then submit a report within six months.

Types of scrubbers

Air scrubbers are useful for improving the quality of indoor air. It is a technology that cleans

out contaminants in the air, serving as an air purifier.
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There are two major methods used in air scrubbers; dry and wet scrubbing – which both work

in different ways.

Wet scrubbing works by sucking air through a damp pad or filter to trap free-floating

contaminants and particulate matter.
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CSIR study indicates coronavirus could be detected up to 10 ft in air 

around infected person: Govt

CSIR                                                                                                    23rd July, 2021

New Delhi, Jul 23 (PTI) A study conducted by the Council of Scientific and Industrial

Research (CSIR) indicates that coronavirus could be detected up to 10 feet or 3.048 metres in

the air around an infected individual, the parliament was told Friday.

In a written response to a question in Lok Sabha, Science and Technology Minister Jitendra

Singh said the results of the CSIR study have been posted on a pre-print server.

"The study conducted by the Council of Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR) indicates that

the coronavirus could be detected up to 10 feet (3.048 meters) distance in the air around an

infected individual. However, with directional air flow, the possibility of virus riding on

aerosols to long distance cannot be denied," Singh said.

As a precautionary measure, wearing mask can help in significantly reducing the risk of

catching the infection through air, he cautioned.

Replying to another question on Indian SARS-CoV-2 Genomics Consortium (INSACOG) -- a

consortium of 28 genome sequencing laboratories of the Department of Biotechnology

(DBT), Department of Science and Technology (DST), Ministry of Health and Family

Welfare (MoHF&W), CSIR, Ministry of Education, Indian Council of Medical Research

(ICMR) and State Governments -- he said the overall aim of the consortium is to monitor the

genomic variations in coronavirus in India.

He said according to the ICMR database, there are 1,88,26,913 individuals registered as

COVID-19 positive between December 20 to July 19 2021.
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"Since the inception of INSACOG till now the INSACOG has sequenced 57,476 SARS-CoV-2

genomes. Out of these, 44,334 samples have been analysed and assigned Pangolin lineage

classification and submitted to the National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) for public

health correlation," he said. PTI PR PR TIR TIR
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Third COVID wave likely to be less severe than the second: CSIR-IGIB

CSIR-IGIB                                                                                            23rd July, 2021

The minister of state for health Bharati Pravin Kumar has told the parliament that no fixed

timeline can be indicated for the completion of the COVID-19 vaccination drive.

However the government expects that all people above the age of 18 will be vaccinated by

December this year -- the statement is a part of her written reply to a list of questions put

forward by Congress leader Rahul Gandhi.

Regarding the question on availability of vaccine doses, the junior minister says that 135 crore

doses are expected to be available between August and December 2021.

To the question regarding a delay in entering advance purchasing agreements with vaccine

manufacturers, the minister responded by saying there have been no delays and that advance

payments have also been made to manufacturers for supply orders placed with them. So far Rs

9,725 crore has been spent on the COVID vaccination drive, according to the reply in

parliament.

In an interview with CNBC-TV18's Shereen Bhan, Dr Anurag Agrawal, Director of CSIR-

IGIB said, "In many places sero positivity is still not very high and that means there are

vulnerable cases. However what is nice is that the deaths are coming down. Right now we are

in the fag tail of the second wave but nothing very alarming as of now."

He also expects the third COVID wave to be mild.

"Once people have been infected, it is rare to get severe disease the second time. It can happen

but it is very uncommon. Also once a person has been vaccinated, it is difficult to get severe
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disease although it does happen from time to time. The sero positivity of India is at 66.7

percent on the national sero-survey and the vaccination is also climbing. So when I combine

all these together it leads me to the conclusion that the third wave would be mild with the

exception of two possibilities - first the virus changes substantially and creates more severe

disease and the second possibility is if we end up having super spreading events."
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