7411/2021/ISTAD-CSIR HQ

No. 25022/8/2018-FCC
Government of India
Ministry of Home Affairs
(Foreigners Division)
Major Dhyan Chand National Stadium
India Gate, New Delhi. Dated the 28" February, 2018

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: Instructions relating to grant of Conference Visa to foreign nationals
coming to attend international conference / seminar / workshop

whEn

The undersigned is directed to say that as per para 13.5 of Chapter 13 of the
new Visa Manual pertaining to Conference Visa, prior clearance of the Ministry of
Home Affairs for holding an event (i.e. international conference/ seminar/ workshop) is

required only if the event falls within the following parameters as mentioned in para 13.3
of the Visa Manual -

(a) If there ars participants from Afghanistan, Pakistan, lrag Sudan,
forsigners of Pakistani origin and Stateless persons: and

(b) If the participants of conferences /seminars/workshops are required to
visit ‘Restricted’ or 'Protected' areas in India, or areas affected by
terrorism, militancy and extremism etc. viz. Jammu & Kashmir and the
North Eastern States (other than the States of Manipur, Mizoram and
Nagaland).

2 It has come to the notice of this Ministry that for the purpose of grant of
Conference Visa to foreign nationals intending to come to India for attending an
international conference/ seminar/ workshop, some Missions/Posts are insisting on
submission of documents conveying the prior clearance of the Ministry of Home Affairs
(Foreigners Division) for holding the event. This matter was examined in this Ministry
and instructions were issued to all Indian Missions/ Posts vide this Ministry's letter of
even number dated 6" February, 2018 reiterating the provisions in the Visa Manual
regarding the procedure for obtaining prior clearance of MHA for holding an
international conference/ seminar/ workshop (event clearance) for strict compliance.

3 Since a number of international conferences/ seminars/ workshops are being
organized by various Ministries/ Departments of the Government of India, a copy of this
Ministry's letter of even number dated 6" February, 2018 addressed to the Indian

Missions/ Posts referred to in para 2 above is forwarded herewith for information and
necessary action.
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2.

4 The Ministry of Home Affairs is shortly launching an online module for submission
of applications by the organizers of international conferences/ seminars/ workshops for
seeking clearance of the Ministry of Home Affairs for holding the event and for
processing of such applications by this Ministry online. The clearance of this Ministry for
holding the event will be generated through the online system and sent to the
organizers. A copy of the clearance will also be endorsed to all Indian Missions/ Posts

™ '
ol

(Pramod Kunvary
Director (Foreigners)

Tel. no. 23077508
Encl. As above

To

All Secretaries, Ministries/ Departments of the Government of India
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AT TTFR AR I TG TR
Government of India ESAEC ol

6 FaTera /At wemr Major Dhyan Chand
Ministry of Home Affairs/Foreigners National Stadium,
Division sf3arae,

(fagf-1 3regsmem) India Gate,
(Foreigners-l Section) =g fewe-110002

New Delhi-110002

FzH Ho/Ref. No.25022/8/2018-F.CC f2=TF/Dated: 6™ February, 2018

To
All Indian Missions/Posts

Subject: Instructions relating to grant of Conference Visa to foreign nationals
coming to attend international conference / seminar / workshop

Sir,

It has come to the notice of this Ministry that for the purpose of grant of
Conference Visa to foreign nationals intending to come to India for attending an
international conference/ seminar/ workshop, some Missions/Posts are insisting on
submission of documents conveying prior clearance of the Ministry of Home Affairs
(Foreigners Division) for holding the event. In this context, your kind attention is invited
to the para 13.5 of Chapter 13 of the new Visa Manual pertaining to Conference Visa. It
has been specifically provided therein that prior clearance of the Ministry of Home
Affairs for holding an event (i.e. international conference/ seminar/ workshop) will be

required only if the event falls within the following parameters as mentioned in para 13.3
of the Visa Manual:-

(@) If there are participants from Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iraq, Sudan,
foreigners of Pakistani origin and Stateless persons; and

(b) If the participants of conferences /seminars/workshops are required to
visit 'Restricted’ or 'Protected’ areas in India, or areas affected by
terrorism, militancy and extremism etc. viz. Jammu & Kashmir and the
North Eastern States (other than the States of Manipur, Mizoram and
Nagaland).

2 Further, a detailed procedure for obtaining prior clearance of the Ministry of Home
Affairs for holding an international conference / seminar / workshop (event clearance) by
the organizers has also been laid down in para 13.5 of the new Visa Manual. It has also
been specifically provided in a note below para 13.5 of the new Visa Manual that the
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Indian Missions/ Posts should not insist on submission of documents conveying event
clearance of MHA in case the event does not fall under the parameters mentioned in
para 13.3 of the new Visa Manual.

5)) The Ministry of Home Affairs is shortly launching an online module for submission
of application by the organizers of international conferences/ seminars/ workshops for
seeking clearance of the Ministry of Home Affairs for holding the event and for
processing of such applications by this Ministry online. The clearance of this Ministry for
holding the event will be generated through the online system and sent to the
organizers. A copy of the clearance will also be endorsed to all Indian Missions/ Posts

3 It may also be noted that the Visa Manual provides that the Missions shall
carefully examine the subject of the conference/seminar/workshop and Visa shall not be
issued for events which involve politically and/ or socially sensitive subjects [para
13.2(iii) of the new Visa Manual refers].

4. It is further provided in para 13.8 of the new Visa Manual that a foreign national
intending to attend an International Conference/ seminar/ workshop while already in
India on Business/ Employment / Student/ Research visa may seek prior permission of
the FRRO/ FRO concerned by making a suitable application along with all relevant
details However, in respect of cases falling within the parameters mentioned in para
13.3 of the Visa Manual, such permission shall be granted by FRRO/ FRO concerned
only with the prior approval of the Ministry of Home Affairs.

5. Above instructions as contained in the new Visa Manual are once again brought
to the notice of all Indian Missions/ Posts for strict compliance.

Yours faithfully

(Pramod Kumar)
Director (Foreigners)
Tel. no. 23077508
Copy to:-
1 Ministry of External Affairs [Joint Secretary (CPV)], Patiala House Annexe, New

Delhi — with the request to convey the above instructions to all Indian Missions/
Pasts for compliance.

Z Ministry of External Affairs [Joint Secretary (Coord)], South Block, New Delhi
3. Principal Secretary (Home) of all State Governments/UT Administrations
4, Joint Director, Bureau of Immigration

5. Cabinet Secretariat
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o

~J

FRROs- Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata, Amritsar, Bangalore Hyderabad,
Kochi, Thiruvananthapuram, Calicut, Goa , Lucknow and Ahmedabad

DDG, NIC — with the request to place these instructions on the online notice

board of C-Visa and C-FRO.

(Pramod Kumar)
Director (Foreigners)
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No. A-60011/02/2018-Estt.

Government of India
Ministry of Science & Technology
Department of Scientific & Industrial Research
Technology Bhawan,
New Mehrauli Road,
New Delhi-110016.

Dated the 13t April, 2018

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject : Instructions relating to grant of Conference Visa to Foreign
Nationals coming to attend international conference/ seminar/ Workshop.

The undersigned is directed to forward herewith a copy of M/o Home
Affair's OM No. 25022/8/2018-FCC dated 28t February, 2018 on the above
mentioned subject for strict compliance.

Encl: As above. M

(Kuldip Kumar)
Under Secretary to the Government of India
Tel. No. 26528472

Copy also for compliance to: /

. Director General :
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research, l/gr b)

u \\ & All Divisional Heads, DSIR Q. HJA,Q -
A

2, Anusandhan Bhawan, Rafi Marg,
New Delhi.

2. Chairman-cum-Managing Director
National Research Development Corporation
20-22, Zamrudpur Community Centre
Kailash Colony Extension
New Delhi-110048

3. Chairman-cum-Managing Director
Central Electronics Ltd.
4, Sahibabad Industrial Area
Sahibabad-201010 (UP)

4. Administrative Officer
Consultancy Development Centre
Core IV B, II Floor
India Habitat Centre
Lodhi Road, New Delhi-110003
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Suﬁject FW: Instruction relating to grant of Conference Visa to Foreign Nationals Date: 04/03/18 05:01 PM
coming to attend international conference/ seminar/ Workshop. From: DG-CSIR <dgcsir@csir.res.in>

To: jsa@csir.res.in, achakraborty@csir.res.in, nric@nic.in

Regarding Conference Visa.pdf (4.1MB)

From: socc-mha@mbha.gov.in [mailto:sacc-mha@mbha.gov.in]

Sent: 03 April 2018 15:02

To: secy.president@rb.nic.in; secyvp@nic.in; secy-agri@nic.in; secyahd@nic.in; dg.icar@nic.in; chmn@dae.gov.in;
secy-ayush@nic.in; fertsec@nic.in; sec.cpc@nic.in; jaipriye@nic.in; secy.moca@nic.in; csoffice@nic.in; secy-
ipp@nic.in; secy-dot@nic.in; secretary-posts@indiapost.gov.in; secy-ca@nic.in; secy-food@nic.in; secy.mca@nic.in;
secy-culture@nic.in; sdpns@nic.in; secyesw@nic.in; s.christopher@hqr.drdo.in; defsecy@nic.in; secydws@nic.in;
secretary@moes.gov.in; secretary@meity.gov.in; secy-moef@nic.in; psfs@mea.gov.in; secyeast@mea.gov.in;
secywest@mea.gov.in; secyer@mea.gov.in; ascpv@mea.gov.in; secy-dea@nic.in; secyexp@nic.in; rsecy@nic.in;
secy-fs@nic.in; secy.mofpi@nic.in; secyhfw@gmail.com; shioff@nic.in; secy-dpe@nic.in; secy-ol@nic.in; secy-
iscs@nic.in; secyurban@nic.in; secy.sel@nic.in; secy.dhe@nic.in; secy.inb@nic.in; secydivest@nic.in; secy-
labour@nic.in; secy-jus@gov.in; sureshchandra@nic.in; gn.raju@nic.in; secretary-msme@nic.in; secy-mines@nic.in;
secy-mnre@nic.in; secy-mopr@nic.in; secympa@nic.in; secy-arpg@nic.in; sec.png@sb.nic.in; secy-power@nic.in;
secy-road@nic.in; secyrd@nic.in; sinhaaS@nic.in; dstsec@nic.in; dgcsir@csir.res.in; secyship@nic.in; secy-
msde@nic.in; secywel@nic.in; chairman@isro.gov.in; secymospi@nic.in; secy-steel@nic.in; secy-textiles@nic.in;
sectour@nic.in; secy-tribal@nic.in; secy.wcd@nic.in; secy-sports@nic.in; secy-ya@nic.in

Cc: jsf@nic.in; Pramod kumar ji <pramod.kumar70@nic.in>

Subject: Instruction relating to grant of Conference Visa to Foreign Nationals coming to attend international

conference/ seminar/ Workshop. o
S
=

Sir/Madam >
S

S

This is in-continuation our e-mail dated 05.03.2018 on the above mentioned subject. | am directed to re-forward the same <

attachment for kind perusal and further necessary action. =G
i

s
)

Regards, ~0

~D

SO(Computer Cell) N(A o

Foreigners Division

MHA




