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..;ubject Matters to be placed for consideration of Cabinet/ Cabmei Committee in respect
of international instruments, to be entered into with foreign countries/ agencies - reg.

Ceb:net Secretariat has, in terms of Government of India (Trapsaction of Business)
Rules, 1961 (ToB Rules), issued instructions/ guidelines to Ministries/ Departments from time to
time regarding matiers which are to be brought before the Cabrnet! Cabinet Committee for
approve! or post facto approval or information in respect of Memoranda of Understandrng
~ (MoUs), Agreements etc. to be entered with foreign countries/ egencree ToB Rules and -
_ relevant mstructionei guidelines on the subject may be accessed on this Secreterlate websrte

o 2 'A number of references have been received from various Mrnrstnes/ Depertrnenis

fkrng clarrfrcatron whether the propose!(s) for signing certain forms of rnternatronal_ ;
el -ruments whlch eseentra!ly demonstrate only an intent to cooperate ina specrﬂed field like = .
~ Letters of Intent (Lol)/ Statement of Intent (Sol)/ Joint Dec!eratron of intent (JDI) are requrred to &

i be: piaced before Cabinet/ Cabinet Committee.

‘3 “:n thrs regard attention is rnvrted to the updated Standard Operetrng Proceduree (SoPe)
with respeot to MoUs/ Agreemente with foreign countrres circulated. by Mmrstry of External
Aﬁarrs (MEA) vide Ietter no. 312/AS(MD)/17 dated 02.04.2018. These SoPs inter e!ra refer to :
;_varrous forms of - international instruments like Treaty/ Conventzon/ Agreement/ Protocol/ -
merandum of Underetandrng / Memorandum of Ceeperatren / Memorandum of Assooretron S
rnciedmg the !ess formal agreements i lke Lol etc. E :

= -It i cferrﬁed that Lols and JDEs are forms of rnternatronaf lnstruments covered under the .

g._nenc nomenclature of ‘Treaty or ‘Agreement’, Depending upon rts nature a JDUL‘OI ré e

required to be placed before Cabinet/Cabinet - Committee  for prior “dpproval/ - post-facto
‘approval or. mformatron as the case may be. For instance, in terms of Government of India, ToB..

. -.Rufes 1961, cuiturel and science and technology agreements (whrch rnpiudes JDIs- and Lols)
not 1mpactmg national security or our relations with other eountrres mey be crroulated to the =
‘Cabmerj Cabrnet Committee for Informe?;ron eniy S ¥ , e

However in cases where a Lol or JDI is expected to lead te a MDU/ Agreemerzt etc ‘
_ mrstry/Department sponsoring the note is edwsed to seek epproval only once i.e. at the stege
of final MoU/ Agreement. Further, Ministries/ Departments are also advised to use the

roprrete nomencieture for the mstrurnent proposed to be signed m ceneuitet ion wrth Legal :
end Treat ies Drvrsron of MEA : : : ;

8 The aforesald metructrons may be drssemrnated to aH eoncerned for rnformatron end

comP!Eance o e _ e el M!W
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