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CSIR-SERC 30th January, 2026

CSIR-SERC organizes Jigyasa Ariviyal Tiruvila A One-Day Science 
Workshop

1

A one-day science workshop and competition, Jigyasa Ariviyal Tiruvila, was successfully
conducted on January 29, 2026, at Anna University, BIT Campus, Trichy. The event brought
together students from schools and colleges across Tamil Nadu to explore innovations and
recent advancements in science and technology.

The event was graced by Dr. S. Parivallal, Chief Scientist and Advisor, CSIR-SERC, Dr. D. Pon
Raju, Outstanding Scientist, IGCAR, Kalpakkam, Dr. S. Maheshwaran, Chief Scientist, CSIR. A
total of 113 students from 15 schools and 173 students from 25 colleges participated, making it
a vibrant platform for young minds to engage with cutting-edge science and technology.

The event was organized by Professors Dr. Mani Prahaspathy and Dr. M. Rengasamy …
Read More: PIB

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2221047&reg=3&lang=2


CSIR-CDRI 31st January, 2026

Anil Rastogi dedicates Padma Shri to CDRI colleagues & Darpan

2

Theatre doyen Anil Rastogi (83) dedicated the Padma Shri award he received this year to his
colleagues at Central Drug Research Institute and to theatre group Darpan.

Scientist with passion for acting, Rastogi, joined CDRI in 1962 as a junior research fellow and
was introduced to theatre by his maternal uncle. He participated in the play, ‘Noor Jahan', in
1961. "After that play, I got addicted to theatre," said Rastogi.

Born and brought up in the city, Rastogi completed graduation and post-graduation from
Lucknow University. Besides theatre, has acted in OTT series and 70 features films. An award-
winning actor, he is known for his roles in TV serials ‘Udaan' and movies ‘Ishaqzaade' and ‘Na
Bole Tum Na Maine Kuch Kaha'.

Rastogi is recipient of several prestigious accolades, including Kalidas Award, Yash Bharti
Award, Sangeet Natak Akademi Award, and UP Doordarshan Lifetime Achievement Award. He
joined Darpan in 1972 and participated in many plays. "Darpan not only brushed my acting
skills but also groomed my personality, and I became a more confident person …
Read More: Times of India

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/lucknow/anil-rastogi-dedicates-padma-shri-to-cdri-colleagues-darpan/articleshow/127809318.cms


CSIR-CIMAP 31st January, 2026

CSIR-CIMAP’s Kisan Mela: Touching lives of  farmers, tales of  
success ventures come to fore

3

Read More: Hindustan Times

A two-day Kisan Mela got underway on the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research -
Central Institute of Medicinal and Aromatic Plants (CSIR-CIMAP) campus on Friday, with
farmers and entrepreneurs from different cities of the country giving witness to how their ideas
came to fruition with the help of the premier research body.

Shreeram Nath (45) and his wife Kavita Shreeram (42), from Rameshwaram, who have displayed
their products primarily revolving around vetiver - a bunchgrass known for its aromatic roots,
said that he had once heard former President APJ Abdul Kalam speak about Global Warming at
a session in Tamil Nadu where he had also mentioned about vetiver root and its effect in
eradicating global warming.

“I got in touch with scientists at CIMAP’s Bengaluru research centre who provided us various
vetiver varieties and technology for oil extraction under Aroma Mission. They asked me to form
a cluster. Today, seven farmers are directly part of the cluster while 40 farmers are cultivating
vetiver in 65 acres of land in Ramanathapuram, Tamil Nadu. Once the oil extraction process
ends, my wife along with over 216 women work in making handicrafts …

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/lucknow-news/cimaps-kisan-mela-touching-lives-of-farmers-tales-of-success-ventures-come-to-fore-101769799134095.html


CSIR-CSMCRI 31st January, 2026

Seaweed steps into the spotlight
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“Seaweed is no longer a niche resource. With the right research ecosystem and policy support, it 
can become a cornerstone of  sustainable industrial development,” he said….

The two-day Indian International Seaweed
Expo and Summit 2026, held at Kochi, brought
together scientists, policymakers, industry
leaders and innovators to explore one of India’s
most promising yet underexplored marine
resources — seaweed. A key highlight was the
strong emphasis on institutional research and
policy support. In his keynote address, Dr
Kannan Srinivasan, Director of CSIR–
CSMCRI, underscored India’s growing
scientific commitment to the sector.

Read More: New Indian Express

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/kochi/2026/Jan/31/seaweed-steps-into-the-spotlight-2


CSIR-CDRI 31st January, 2026

Vital Role of  Scientific Institutions: Engines of  Research and 
Innovation
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At the forefront of this ecosystem stands the Central Drug Research Institute (CDRI),
established in 1951 as one of the earliest laboratories of the Council of Scientific and Industrial
Research (CSIR). CDRI has been instrumental in shaping India’s pharmaceutical research
landscape. From developing the country’s first indigenous anti-cancer drug in the 1990s to
creating the world’s first non-steroidal oral contraceptive, Centchroman (marketed as Saheli),
the institute has consistently combined public health priorities with cutting-edge science. During
the COVID-19 pandemic, CDRI emerged as a national asset, conducting molecule screening,
drug repurposing and antiviral studies. Its new GMP-compliant pilot plant and ongoing
research on anti-diabetic and neuroprotective molecules have, in recent years, attracted strong
collaborations with global pharmaceutical companies….

Lucknow, the capital of Uttar Pradesh, has long been admired for its Nawabi elegance, historic
architecture and cultural refinement. Yet, behind this celebrated heritage lies a quieter but
equally powerful transformation. Over the last several decades, Lucknow has evolved into one of
northern India’s most important centres of scientific research and technological innovation.
Anchored by a dense network of nationally significant institutions, the city today plays a crucial
role in strengthening India’s scientific self-reliance and knowledge economy.

Read More: The Lucknow Tribune

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://thelucknowtribune.org/vital-role-of-scientific-institutions-engines-of-research-and-innovation/


CSIR-NAL 01st February 2026

Who is Dr. Shubha V Iyengar? Meet the unsung Indian hero who guides 
thousands of  flights through fog every day by giving runways 'Drishti'
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Read More: Times of India

Delhi has been covered with fog lately, making visibility extremely low, so much so that even
traffic comes to a halt amid the harsh winter conditions, but have you ever wondered how do
planes manage to make a safe landing even when the visibility is next to negligible?

Surprisingly, this is no magic, it was made possible by the decades of relentless hard work put in
by an unsung hero - Dr. Shubha V Iyengar, who also won a Padma Shri award for her unique
contribution to aerospace technology.

Dr. Shubha’s ‘drishti’ that helps thousands of planes land safely
Drishti, India's first homegrown runway visibility system, was Dr. Shubha's crowning
achievement. Partnering with the Indian Meteorological Department, she created a device
measuring down to four meters.

Who is Dr. Shubha V Iyengar?
Dr. Shubha V Iyengar, 71, is a former distinguished scientist from CSIR-National Aerospace
Laboratories (NAL) in Bengaluru. The youngest of nine siblings, she topped her BSc and MSc at
Central College, then earned a PhD. Her father pushed her into science when few women
ventured there. Joining National Aerospace Laboratories or NAL in 1974, she dedicated over 40
years to aviation technology, retiring but still advising. Her Padma Shri honours a life of quiet
service to India's skies…

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/etimes/trending/who-is-dr-shubha-v-iyengar-meet-the-unsung-indian-hero-who-guides-thousands-of-flights-through-fog-every-day-by-giving-runways-drishti/articleshow/127795400.cms


CSIR-NEERI 1st February, 2026

Does Delhi need more facilities to treat industrial wastewater? 
NEERI to begin study from Feb 6
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With industrial effluents continuing to find its way into Delhi’s drains and Yamuna river, the
National Environmental Engineering Research Institute (NEERI), beginning February 6, will
start a study to figure out whether the Capital needs more facilities to treat industrial
wastewater.

Experts from NEERI, a body under the Union Ministry of Science and Technology, will
conduct a field study to map industrial wastewater generation in Delhi’s 27 non-conforming
industrial areas. They would assess whether additional common effluent treatment plants
(CETPs) – shared facilities that treat wastewater from clusters of small and medium industries
– are required.

The study, awarded last December by the Delhi State Industrial & Infrastructure Development
Corporation (DSIIDC), comes in the wake of the Union government – via an official gazette
notification on January 28 – easing norms to fast-track the setting up of CETPs by exempting
them from requiring environmental clearance…
Read More: Indian Express

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/delhi/delhi-facilities-industrial-wastewater-neeri-study-10506318/
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/delhi/delhi-facilities-industrial-wastewater-neeri-study-10506318/


CSIR 1st February, 2026

Union Budget 2026: Centre pushes to strengthen tech education, 
capacities
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Highlighting the potential of India’s “orange economy”, Sitharaman noted that the country’s
animation, visual effects, gaming and comics (AVGC) sector is expanding rapidly and is projected
to require two million professionals by 2030. To meet this demand, the Budget proposed
supporting the Indian Institute of Creative Technologies, Mumbai in setting up AVGC Content
Creator Labs in 15,000 secondary schools and 500 colleges….

Upgradation of India’s technology capabilities and infrastructure featured prominently in
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman’s speech for the Union Budget 2026-27. Finally,
the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research, which oversees the Council of Scientific
and Industrial Research (CSIR), was allocated Rs 6,765.62 crore, up from Rs 6,657.78 crore in
the 2025-26 BE. The increase is largely directed towards strengthening national laboratories
under CSIR, reinforcing the focus on enhancing existing capabilities.

Read More: Down To Earth

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/science-technology/union-budget-2026-centre-pushes-to-strengthen-tech-education-capacities#google_vignette


CSIR-NGRI 1st February, 2026

Govt. to resume soon SLBC tunnel work aided by heli-borne AEM 
survey report: Uttam Reddy
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This was stated by Minister for Irrigation and Civil Supplies N. Uttam Kumar Reddy at a high-
level meeting held here on Sunday on SLBC tunnel project and rehabilitation of the Medigadda,
Annaram, and Sundilla Barrages of the Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Project (KLIP)….

The State government has received the aerial (heli-
borne) electromagnetic (AEM) survey report on the
Srisailam Left Bank Canal (SLBC) tunnel work that
came to a standstill on February 22 last year
following its collapse near 14 km from the mouth
from the Srisailam reservoir side and based on the
report work on the tunnel excavation would be
resumed soon.

Read More: The Hindu

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/telangana/govt-to-resume-soon-slbc-tunnel-work-aided-by-heli-borne-aem-survey-report-uttam-reddy/article70579270.ece


CSIR-NBRI 1st February, 2026

देश की पहली मशीन बनाएंगी 'फूल से भ�':लखनऊ म� �आ शुभारंभ, 
कम कीमत पर िमलेगा भ�
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पालन िकया गया। मु� अितिथ डॉ.एन कलाइसे�ी ने भगवान भोलेनाथ का िविध-िवधान से पूजन िकया।
उ�ोनें इस पहल की प्रशंसा करते �ए कहा िक यह आ�ा और िव�ान का एक मह�पूण� सम�य है।इस
प�रयोजना म� रा�� ीय वन�ित अनुसंधान सं�ान (NBRI) ने तकनीकी सहयोग प्रदान िकया है।
एनबीआरआई के वै�ािनकों की सहायता से तैयार की गई यह मशीन मंिदर म� चढ़ाए गए फूलों को
वै�ािनक प्रिक्रया से भ� म� बदलेगी। महंत दे�ािग�र ने बताया िक यह देश का पहला मंिदर है जहां फूलों
से भ� बनाने का काय� �व��त और वै�ािनक तरीके से शु� �आ है…

प्राचीन श्रीमनकामे�र मंिदर म� शिनवार को देश की
पहली 'फूल से भ�' बनाने वाली मशीन का शुभारंभ
िकया गया। इस पहल के तहत मंिदर प�रसर म� एक
भ� िबक्री क� द्र भी खोला गया है, िजससे श्र�ालुओं को
कम मू� पर शु� भ� उपल� हो सकेगी। मशीन
का उद्घाटन मंिदर के महंत दे�ािग�र और वै�ािनक
एवं औ�ोिगक अनुसंधान प�रषद (CSIR) की
महािनदेशक डॉ.एन. कलाइसे�ी ने संयु� �प से
िकया। इस दौरान वैिदक मंत्रो�ार के साथ सनातन
परंपराओं का

Read More: Dainik Bhaskar

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://www.bhaskar.com/g/local/uttar-pradesh/lucknow/news/lucknow-flower-to-ash-machine-launch-temple-137096932.html


CSIR-CIMAP 2nd February, 2026

NDRI signs pact with Lucknow medicinal plant institute to 
strengthen agri research
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Dr Dheer Singh, Director, ICAR–NDRI, and Dr Prabodh K Trivedi, Director, CSIR- CIMAP,
signed the MoU in the presence of Dr N Kalaiselvi, DG, CSIR, in Lucknow….

The Indian Council of Agriculture Research
(ICAR) — National Dairy Research Institute
(NDRI) has signed a memorandum of
understanding with the Council of Scientific &
Industrial Research (CSIR)-Central institute of
Medicinal and Aromatic Plants (CIMAP),
Lucknow, to strengthen collaboration in research,
value addition, and entrepreneurship in the
agriculture and livestock sectors. It was signed
during a two-day Kisan Mela organised at CSIR-
CIMP, Lucknow.

Read More: The Tribune

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/haryana/ndri-signs-pact-with-lucknow-medicinal-plant-institute-to-strengthen-agri-research/


CSIR-CSMCRI 2nd February, 2026

IIT-Gandhinagar & CSMCRI team builds precise sieve for industry 
with molecular ‘donuts’
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Imagine trying to filter sand from pebbles using a fishing net: it won’t work because the holes
are too big and uneven. In chemistry, separating molecules that are almost the same size is just
as difficult. However, a new study from IIT-Gandhinagar has offered a solution: a synthetic
membrane capable of distinguishing between molecules with sub-nanometer precision.

At the heart of the solution is a type of cluster called a polyoxometalate (POM). The
researchers focused on a cluster named P8 that has a crown-like structure. Imagine it to be a
small, rigid donut. The hole in its middle is exactly 1 nm wide.

“These membranes are flexible, stable across different acidity levels, and can be manufactured in
large sheets,” CSIR-Central Salt and Marine Chemical Research Institute principal scientist and
study co-author Ketan Patel said in a release. “This combination is essential if the membranes
are to be adopted widely in industry…
Read More: The Hindu

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/iit-gn-team-builds-precise-sieve-for-industry-with-molecular-donuts/article70559625.ece


CSIR 2nd February, 2026

Centre promotes modern processing technologies to boost food 
sector competitiveness
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Under the Pradhan Mantri Kisan SAMPADA Yojana (PMKSY), MoFPI has extended grant-in-
aid support to educational and research institutions, including those recognised by the Council
of Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR) and private sector R&D units, for demand-driven
research projects in food processing technology. As of December 31, 2025, 257 research projects
have been approved with a total subsidy of Rs 102.47 crore, signalling an increased emphasis on
innovation and science-led solutions. Institutions such as the National Institute of Food
Technology, Entrepreneurship & Management (NIFTEM) at Kundli and Thanjavur are also
actively engaged in sector-focused R&D…

The Ministry of Food Processing Industries (MoFPI) has underscored its commitment to
modernising the food processing ecosystem by supporting adoption of advanced processing
technologies. The initiative aims to enhance productivity, quality and competitiveness of Indian
food products in domestic and global markets.

Read More: FnBnews

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://www.fnbnews.com/Top-News/centre-promotes-modern-processing-technologies-to-boost-food-sector-competitiveness-85943


CSIR-IIIM 2nd February, 2026

IIIM Jammu hosts Grant Writing & Startup Funding Workshop to 
boost innovation
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The programme was organised by the IIIM–Technology Business Incubator (IIIM-TBI) and the
BioNEST Bioincubation Centre at CSIR-IIIM Jammu in collaboration with the BioNEST
Bioincubation Centre at IBTP Kathua and the Mission Yuva J&K Govt…

The CSIR–Indian Institute of Integrative Medicine
(IIIM), Jammu, organised a workshop on grant
writing and startup funding to strengthen the
region’s innovation and entrepreneurship
ecosystem, bringing together scientists, incubator
leaders, government representatives and aspiring
entrepreneurs.

Read More: Jammu Links News

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://www.jammulinksnews.com/iiim-jammu-hosts-grant-writing-startup-funding-workshop-to-boost-innovation/


CSIR-CRRI 3rd February, 2026

Enemy at Delhi school gates: Street design may fix most dangerous 
walk of  day

15

A familiar yet edgy script unfolds every morning outside most Delhi schools. Children deboard
their buses or are dropped off by parents before they stream towards the gates, balancing heavy
bags and tidying their uniforms even as cars and two-wheelers barely squeeze past them through
narrow lanes. The scene is repeated once more during afternoon dispersal. For thousands of
these students, the short walk from vehicle to classroom is often the most dangerous part of
their day.

A pilot project by Central Road Research Institute (CRRI) is trying to rewrite that script. It
aims at demonstrating what a properly designed ‘school-safe zone' should look like on Indian
roads and, crucially, how such areas can be created in dense and chaotic urban settings…
Read More: Times Of India

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/feel-nervous-dodging-traffic-in-frontof-your-school-crri-has-a-solution/articleshow/127869621.cms


CSIR-CLRI 3rd February, 2026

ITPO Chairman visited CSIR–CLRI Stall at IILF 2026
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The exhibit featured a wide range of technologies and prototypes, including sustainable
tanning agents, specialty chemicals for upholstery and automotive leathers, eco-friendly
finishing formulations, and solid waste management solutions such as recovery of value-added
materials from tannery waste streams, highlighting CLRI's commitment to environmental
stewardship and resource efficiency…

CSIR-Central Leather Research Institute (CSIR-
CLRI) participated in the India International
Leather Fair (IILF) 2026 with a well-curated and
visually engaging stall, showcasing its diverse
research capabilities and industry-oriented
innovations. Amb.Jawed Ashraf, IFS (Retd.)
Chairman, Indian Trade Promotion Organisation
and Shri. R.Selvam, IAS, Executive Director,
Council of Leather Exportersvisited the Stall.

Read More: PIB

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
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CSIR-NGRI 3rd February, 2026

NGRI survey yields valuable info to aid SLBC tunnel project: 
Officials
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review meeting held to discuss resumption of construction work on the tunnel, which was
abandoned after it collapsed on February 22, 2025, killing eight people, including two project
engineers.

“The results are encouraging, providing valuable geological data about the shear zones present
in the tunnel area. The report would help the engineers identify any potentially adverse
geological zones in advance and assess the required tunnel support systems,” an official familiar
with the matter said…

The National Geophysical Research Institute’s
(NGRI) Versatile Time-Domain Electromagnetic
(VTEM) survey in Telangana’s Nallamalla forest
range, where the Srisailam Left Bank Canal
(SLBC) tunnel is under construction, has yielded
vital information on the geographical fault lines in
the area, people aware of the matter said on
Monday. Scientists with NGRI on Sunday
presented the survey reports to state irrigation
minister, N Uttam Kumar Reddy, at a high-level

Read More: Hindustan Times

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/ngri-survey-yields-valuable-info-to-aid-slbc-tunnel-project-officials-101770063529124.html


CSIR-CLRI 3rd February, 2026

LERIG CONCLAVE 2026 concluded at CSIR – CLRI
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valuable insights on the theme - Sustainability and Circular Approaches for the Leather
Economy (SCALE).

Dr P Thanikaivelan, Director, CSIR-CLRI welcomed the gathering and highlighted the
significance of 59th edition of LERIG Conclave emphasizing the indispensability of
sustainability and circularity in the leather and leather chemicals & products industries. In his
presidential address Padma Shri M Rafeeque Ahmed, President, All India Skin & Hide Tanners
& Merchants Association (AISHTMA) and Chairperson, Farida Group, stated that product
industry market is steered by consumer preference to buy sustainable products. He emphasised
that lasting and responsibility makes the leather industry to gain space in the circularity…

The 59th Edition of the Leather Research
Industry Government (LERIG) Conclave, hosted
by CSIR-Central Leather Research Institute
(CSIR-CLRI) was organised on 2nd February
2026 at the Chennai Trade Centre,
Nandambakkam, Chennai. The event brought
together key stakeholders from the leather and
leather chemical & product industries with
informative technical sessions that offered

Read More: PIB

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
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CSIR-CSMCRI 3rd February, 2026

CSMCRI develops membranes that will improve industrial water 
reuse, energy efficiency

19

These membranes will be a game changer for several water-intensive and energy-hungry
industries. "Industrial processes such as purifying medicines, cleaning textile dyes and
processing food, rely on separation. These processes are incredibly energy-hungry currently.
Most factories still use older methods such as distillation and evaporation to separate
ingredients, which are expensive and have a heavy carbon footprint. Treated water from such
processes is used in agriculture and may pose a risk to human health.“ said scientists…

Scientists from the Central Salt and Marine Chemicals Research Institute (CSMCRI) in
Bhavnagar, in collaboration with IIT Gandhinagar, have developed a new class of ultra-selective
membranes that promise to significantly improve water reuse and reduce energy use in
industrial separation processes.

Read More: The Times Of India
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CSIR-NIIST 4th February, 2026

CSIR–NIIST and Noritake Co. Ltd. Forge Strategic Indo–Japanese 
Partnership for Advanced CO₂ Capture Technologies
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Japanese scientific cooperation aimed at addressing global decarbonization challenges.

M/s Noritake Co. Ltd., a member of the Morimura Group and a global leader in advanced
ceramics and porcelain manufacturing, brings strong industrial expertise to this partnership.
Through sustained collaborative research, the two institutions have successfully developed
jointly patented ceramic sorbent formulations capable of capturing CO₂ from industrial point
sources at elevated temperatures of 300–400°C, eliminating the need for cooling…

The CSIR–National Institute for
Interdisciplinary Science and Technology
(CSIR–NIIST), Thiruvananthapuram, and
M/s Noritake Co. Ltd., Aichi, Japan, have
entered into a sponsored research agreement
to demonstrate advanced ceramic sorbents for
high- and intermediate-temperature carbon
dioxide (CO₂) capture. The collaboration
marks a significant milestone in Indo–

Read More: PIB
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CSIR-CDRI 4th February, 2026

"Crucial moment for pharma industry": CSIR-CDRI Director 
Radha Rangarajan on 'UP Pharma Conclave 1.0'
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"This pharma conclave is a crucial moment for the pharmaceutical industry because this
conclave sends the message that the state is ready for big investments for the development and
expansion of the pharmaceutical industry. Such a conclave plays a very important role in the
industry's growth and how this industry can contribute, as well as in becoming a part of Uttar
Pradesh's economy," she told ANI on Tuesday…

Council of Scientific and Industrial Research -
Central Drug Research Institute (CSIR-
CDRI) Director Radha Rangarajan stated that
the 'Uttar Pradesh Pharma Conclave 1.0' is
one of the most crucial moments of the
pharmaceutical industry and plays a major
role in the industry's growth and expansion in
the State.

Read More: Aninews
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CSIR-IIIM 5th February, 2026

Awareness & Oncology Research are unified actions against cancer: 
Dir. IIIM
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enthusiastically took part in the awareness activities and the scientific interactions aimed at
promoting cancer education, prevention and research awareness.

Dr. Zabeer Ahmed, Director, CSIR-IIIM who led the event, has reiterated the institute’s
commitment to strengthening science education and community health awareness. He urged
students to remain curious, ask questions, spread the awareness about cancer in the society and
also be a part of the fight against cancer…

In its resolute for a unified action to fight
against Cancer, the CSIR-Indian Institute of
Integrative Medicine, Jammu has observed the
World Cancer Day here on Wednesday
marked by the awareness lectures and the
demonstration of the oncology research to the
more than 350 students drawn from different
schools across Jammu. A spokesperson
informed that during the event the students

Read More: Statetimes
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CSIR-IMMT 5th February, 2026

Telangana Media Delegation Explores Critical Minerals at CSIR-
IMMT

23

During interactions with scientists, the delegation explored research in mineral processing ,
extractive metallurgy , materials engineering , and sustainable technologies . Established in
1964, the institute has published over 925 research papers , secured patents, and completed
multiple technology transfers. Its innovations in iron ore beneficiation , pelletization , chromite
processing , and graphite purification are already in commercial use across India…

A media delegation from Telangana, organised
under the Press Information Bureau (PIB) ,
visited the CSIR-IMMT in Bhubaneswar as
part of an exposure tour aimed at
strengthening science and development
reporting . The initiative seeks to give
journalists direct insight into national
scientific institutions of strategic importance.

Read More: Tmv
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CSIR-CRRI, IIP 5th February, 2026

Bio-bitumen from agri waste can help save Rs 4k cr/yr: MoS

24

processing and blended/modified to produce a bio-binder suitable for use in bituminous roads.

Union minister of state for science and technology Jitendra Singh, in a written reply in Lok
Sabha on Wednesday, said bio-bitumen developed indigenously has the potential to partially
replace conventional petroleum-based bitumen without compromising pavement performance.
"Studies and pilot-scale evaluations indicate that bio-bitumen can replace up to 30% of
conventional bitumen. Even at a conservative blending level of 15%, the adoption of bio-
bitumen across road projects is estimated to result in foreign exchange savings of Rs 4,000
crore per annum through a reduction in petro-bitumen imports," he added…

Council of Scientific and Industrial Research
(CSIR) constituents Central Road Research
Institute (CRRI) and Indian Institute of
Petroleum (IIP) have jointly developed an
indigenous technology to produce bio-bitumen
from agricultural residue, mainly rice straw, by
pyrolysis. The process converts crop residue
into bio-oil via pyrolysis, which is
subsequently upgraded through chemical

Read More: Times of India
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CSIR-IIIM 5th February, 2026

Yuva Kaushal Karyashala 3.0 on Hands-on Fermentation Training 
Commenced at CSIR-IIIM, Jammu
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The programme, titled Yuva Kaushal Karyashala 3.0, is being organised by CSIR-IIIM in
collaboration with its Technology Business Incubator (TBI) and BioNEST Bioincubation
Centre. Students from Lovely Professional University and other institutions are participating in
the training, which will continue till February 12. Dr. Zabeer Ahmed, Director, CSIR-IIIM, Dr
Asha Chaubey, Chief Scientist, Fermentation and Microbial Biotechnology, Dr Saurabh Saran,
Senior Principal Scientist, Fermentation and Microbial Biotechnology Division and Principal
Investigator at IIIM-TBI, Er. Anil Kumar Katare from the Quality Management and
Instrumentation Division, and Dr Kanhaiya Kumar from the Fermentation and Microbial
Biotechnology Division were present on the occasion…

CSIR–Indian Institute of Integrative
Medicine (IIIM), Jammu on Wednesday
launched a week-long hands-on training
programme on upstream and downstream
processing in fermentation technology under
its “One Week One Lab” initiative, bringing
together young biotechnology students for
practical exposure in advanced bioprocessing.

Read More: Jammulinksnews
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CSIR-IHBT 5th February, 2026

Growing Hope : Farmers Embrace Apples, Mushrooms, and 
Medicinal Plants

26

Government of India.

During their visit, the scientists met farmers in Durtlang and Sihphir villages, distributing low-
chill apple saplings of Anna and Dorset Golden cultivars—varieties suited to Mizoram’s
climate. They also organized a training and awareness programme on apple cultivation, shiitake
mushroom farming, and aromatic and medicinal plants. The event drew more than 25 tribal
farmers, state officials, scholars, and scientists, reflecting strong community interest in
diversifying agriculture…

A team from the CSIR–Institute of Himalayan
Bioresource Technology (CSIR-IHBT),
Palampur, Himachal Pradesh, visited Aizawl,
Mizoram, from February 2–4, 2026, to
strengthen ongoing research and extension
activities under the project “Inter-Institutional
Programme Support on the Development and
Sustainable Bioresources of Mizoram”, funded
by the Department of Biotechnology,

Read More: Himachalheadlines
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CSIR-IGIB 5th February, 2026

About 40 pc of  participants in Phenome India Cohort may be 
affected by MASLD: Study

27

Nearly 40 per cent of participants in the Phenome India-CSIR Health Cohort could be affected
by metabolic-dysfunction-associated steatotic liver disease (MASLD), according to a study
published in The Lancet Regional Health Southeast Asia journal.

The study examined more than 7,700 adults recruited from 37 laboratories of the Council of
Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) across 27 Indian cities, including permanent staff
members, employees, retirees, and their spouses.

Significant fibrosis, defined as liver stiffness measurement, was found to be more frequent in
MASLD cases compared to those without MASLD.

Researchers from CSIR institutes, including the CSIR-Institute of Genomics and Integrative
Biology, reported that the overall age-adjusted prevalence of significant fibrosis was 2.4 per
cent, clustered in older adults aged 60 and above, as well as in those with diabetes or obesity
(BMI 35 to under 40)…

Read More: Newindianexpress
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CSIR-CFTRI 5th February, 2026

Experts call for shift to healthier cooking oils at NIN panel 
discussion

28

At a panel discussion called “making healthier oil the default choice,” hosted by the National
Institute of Nutrition (NIN), experts from science, regulation, and public health sounded the
alarm for a nationwide shift toward healthier fats. Instead of sticking to the old “good oil vs. bad
oil” debate, the conversation explored how technology, education, regulation, and big-picture
change must work together to transform India’s food landscape.

Dr. Usharani Dandamudi from CSIR-CFTRI set the tone by correcting a common
misconception. “There is nothing called oil that is unhealthy,” she stated, explaining that food
preparation methods are often the culprit. Deep-frying at high temperatures can generate
harmful processing contaminants. The technological solutions lie in selecting appropriate oils
for specific uses and improving food processing methods. Usharani also introduced two fresh
ideas. For frying, she recommended high oleic oils like sunflower or canola, which stand up to
heat and keep snacks safer. For baking and sweets, she suggested innovative fats like oil gels.
CSIR-CFTRI has even created a budget-friendly blend, 80% rice bran oil and 20% soybean oil,
to replace butter, ghee, and vanaspati in cakes and pastries…

Read More: Hyderabadmail
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CSIR-NIIST 7th February, 2026

Kashmiri Journalists Explore India’s Frontline Scientific Innovation 
at CSIR NIIST, Kerala
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professional reception by the institute’s leadership and scientific community.

The visit featured an extensive interactive session with senior scientists, led by CSIR NIIST
Director Dr C Anandharamakrishna, who outlined the institute’s mandate, national relevance
and contributions to cutting edge research across diverse scientific domains…

A 12-member delegation of Kashmiri
journalists, on the concluding leg of their
Kerala tour, felicitated by the Press
Information Bureau, Srinagar, visited the
CSIR National Institute for Interdisciplinary
Science and Technology at
Thiruvananthapuram, one of India’s premier
multidisciplinary research institutions. The
delegation was accorded a warm and

Read More: Onlykashmir
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CSIR-IMMT 7th February, 2026

Secretary, Ministry of  Earth Sciences Visits CSIR-IMMT
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Chief Guest, and Dr. Vijay Kumar, Scientist-G, Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES),
Government of India, as the Guest of Honour. The event was presided over by Dr. R. Ramanuj
Narayan, Director, CSIR-IMMT, and was coordinated by Dr. Kali Sanjay, Chief Scientist and
Head, Business Development.

As part of the programme, Dr. M. Ravichandran delivered the Institute Lecture of Eminence
on “Role of Earth Sciences in India’s Growth, Prosperity and Security,” emphasising the
contributions of Earth system sciences to national priorities, sustainable development, and
strategic decision-making…

The CSIR–Institute of Minerals and
Materials Technology (CSIR-IMMT),
Bhubaneswar, hosted the CSIR-IMMT
Institute Lecture of Eminence on “Critical
Minerals from the Deep Seabed,” highlighting
the strategic role of Earth and Ocean Sciences
in India’s development and resource security.
The programme was graced by Dr. M.
Ravichandran, Secretary, Ministry of Earth
Sciences (MoES), Government of India, as the

Read More: Kalingavoice
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CSIR-CCMB 7th February, 2026

How to stop dangerous fungal infections? Researchers at CSIR-
CCMB, Hyderabad have answers

31

severe infections worldwide, contributing to rising hospitalizations and deaths.

At the same time, fungal diseases are devastating crops, reducing yields, and worsening food
insecurity—making this a dual crisis for both public health and agriculture. Yet, our ability to
fight back is weakening.

Antifungal medicines are far fewer than antibiotics, can be toxic, and even their efficacy in
treating fungal infections is declining rapidly due to antimicrobial resistance…

Researchers from Dr Sriram Varahan’s
laboratory at CSIR-Centre for Cellular and
Molecular Biology, Hyderabad, have
uncovered a striking new insight into how
fungi become dangerous and how to stop
them. Fungal infections are quietly becoming
one of the most dangerous and
underestimated threats of our time. Often
overshadowed by viruses and bacteria, fungi
are now responsible for a growing number of

Read More: Newsmeter
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CSIR-SERC 7th February, 2026

CSIR-SERC and CSIR Madras Complex Organise Jigyasa ATL 
Workshop for School Students in Coimbatore District

32

Social Responsibility (SSR) by connecting students with scientists. It was launched during
CSIR’s Platinum Jubilee year and is inspired by the vision of Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi to build a scientifically aware and innovative India. The programme helps
extend classroom learning into real-world scientific experiences through interactions with
research laboratories and hands-on experiments…

CSIR-Structural Engineering Research Centre
(CSIR-SERC), Chennai, in association with
CSIR Madras Complex (CMC), jointly
organized a two-day Jigyasa ATL Workshop
(Student–Scientist Connect Programme) from
5th –6th February 2026 in schools located in
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu.

The Jigyasa programme is a national initiative
of CSIR aimed at strengthening Scientific

Read More: Pib
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CSIR-IHBT 8th February, 2026

CSIR-IHBT team reviews progress on bioresource project in 
Mizoram

33

The team interacted with farmers in Durtlang and Sihphir villages of Aizawl district. To
promote climate-resilient horticulture in the region, low-chill apple saplings of the Anna and
Dorset Golden

varieties were distributed among farmers, offering new livelihood opportunities suited to
Mizoram’s agro-climatic conditions…

A team of scientists from the CSIR-Institute
of Himalayan Bioresource Technology (CSIR-
IHBT), Palampur, visited Aizawl in Mizoram
to review progress on research and extension
activities under the project titled “Inter-
Institutional Programme Support on the
Development and Sustainable Bioresources of
Mizoram,” funded by the Department of
Biotechnology (DBT) of the Union
Government.

Read More: Tribuneindia
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CSIR-IIIM 8th February, 2026

Kashmir Beekeepers Get Agrotech Solution From CSIR-IIIM For 
Harsh Winters

34

for four to five months, apiculture struggles. To prevent colony losses, beekeepers traditionally
migrate hives to warmer regions, which is a costly, risky and stressful affair for bees.

In this backdrop, scientists at the CSIR-Indian Institute of Integrative Medicine (CSIR-IIIM),
Srinagar, have introduced a research-based agro-technical solution, which focuses on
maintaining optimal hive temperatures during winter…

In a significant development, scientists in
Kashmir have developed a new scientific
winter management protocol that could
transform beekeeping in the Valley by
allowing honeybee colonies to safely
overwinter in sub-zero temperatures for the
first time.

During harsh winters, when temperatures
often plunge below minus 10 degrees Celsius
in Kashmir, and little floral availability lasts

Read More: Etvbharat
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CSIR-CIMFR 8th February, 2026

Dhanbad's CIMFR To Play Major Role In Making India Self  
Reliant In Critical Minerals And Rare Earths

35

The Central Institute of Mining and Fuel Research (CIMFR) at Dhanbad is set to play a major
role in helping the country achieve self-reliance in critical minerals and rare earths.

CIMFR director, professor Arvind Kumar Mishra told ETV Bharat that the Centre has
launched the 'National Critical Minerals Mission' to identify, map and research critical and rare
earth minerals. The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) has also initiated
several projects in mission mode in this direction.

He disclosed that the government has approved Centres of Excellence for Critical Minerals that
are conducting extensive research and mapping of critical minerals available in the country.
Four major CSIR research centers including CIMFR, Institute of Microbial Technology,
National Metallurgical Laboratory and Central Electrochemical Research Institute are jointly
working on this project.

He further stated that waste from mines, refineries and beneficiation plants is also being mapped.
In this regard, an agreement has been signed with National Thermal Power Corporation
(NTPC) under which waste samples are being collected from all the NTPC power plants…
Read More: Etvbharat
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CSIR-CSIO 8th February, 2026

Graphene-engineered interfaces enable stable, high-efficiency 
flexible perovskite solar cells

36

Researchers from India's CSIR-Central Scientific Instruments Organization have reported a
systematic study on the role of graphene-based interfacial engineering in flexible all-inorganic
perovskite solar cells.

The team incorporated reduced graphene oxide (rGO) into SnO₂ and TiO₂ electron transport
layers, forming graphene-modified metal-oxide interfaces that enhance interfacial conductivity
and suppress trap-assisted recombination. This approach also mitigates hysteresis and improves
mechanical resilience, contributing to a power conversion efficiency of 19.2% and retention of
over 90% efficiency after 1,000 bending cycles at a 5 mm radius.

The results highlight how graphene-derived interfacial modification can systematically improve
electronic contact quality and mechanical reliability in flexible optoelectronic architectures,
providing a pathway toward scalable and environmentally compatible perovskite photovoltaics…

Read More: Graphene
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CSIR-IHBT 9th February, 2026

Tulip Garden in Palampur Set to Dazzle Visitors from February 10

37

Nature lovers in Himachal Pradesh are in for a treat—the Tulip Garden developed by CSIR–
Institute of Himalayan Bioresource Technology (IHBT), Palampur will open its gates to the
public on February 10, 2026.

This year, the garden is bursting with life, showcasing 50,000 tulip bulbs across six vibrant
varieties. Visitors can expect a breathtaking display of colors—rows of red, yellow, pink, purple,
and white tulips painting the landscape like a living canvas.

For tourists, students, and locals alike, the garden offers more than just flowers—it’s an
immersive experience. Strolling through the pathways, people will be greeted by the crisp
mountain air, the backdrop of snow-capped peaks, and the gentle sway of tulips in the breeze.
Families often come here to picnic, photographers capture the kaleidoscope of colors, and
students find inspiration in the harmony of science and nature…

Read More: Himachalheadlines
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CSIR-NBRI 9th February, 2026

Medicinal smoke may help reduce airborne bacteria, study finds

38

For thousands of years, smoke from medicinal plants has been used across cultures to treat
illness and clean living spaces. A scientific study by Indian researchers now examines this
ancient practice through modern microbiology. Conducted by scientists from the National
Botanical Research Institute, Lucknow, the research looks at how medicinal smoke affects
airborne bacteria.

Using controlled indoor environments, the study finds that smoke generated from burning wood
and a mix of medicinal and aromatic herbs may sharply reduce bacterial presence in the air, with
effects lasting well beyond the ritual itself.

KEY FINDINGS ON AIRBORNE BACTERIA
Within 60 minutes of smoke exposure, airborne bacterial counts dropped by over 94 per cent.
More importantly, the cleaner air effect lasted up to 24 hours in closed rooms…

Read More: Indiatoday
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CSIR-CIMFR 10th February, 2026

धनबाद िसंफर म� ROCKNUM-2026 का आयोजन, िवशेष� वै�ािनक
और माइिनंग कंपनी के प्रितिनिध �ए शािमल

39

जैसे-जैसे खनन का काम गहराई म� जा रहा है, वैसे-
वैसे सुर�ा और ��रता की चुनौितयाँ भी बढ़ती जा
रही ह�. भूिमगत खदानों म� च�ानों का �वहार
समझना और वै�ािनक तरीके से खदान का
िडज़ाइन तैयार करना आज समय की सबसे बड़ी
ज�रत बन चुकी है. खनन म� छोटी सी चूक भी बड़े
हादसे का कारण बन सकती है.

Read More: Etvbharat

ऐसे म� आधुिनक तकनीक और वै�ािनक समझ के ज�रए खदानों को सुरि�त बनाना बेहद ज�री है. इसी
िवषय पर िवशेष�ो,ं वै�ािनकों और खनन कंपिनयों के प्रितिनिधयों ने अपने अनुभव और िवचार साझा िकए.
सीएसआईआर–क� द्रीय खनन एवं ईंधन अनुसंधान सं�ान (CSIR-CIMFR), धनबाद म� पांच िदवसीय
काय�कारी िवकास काय�क्रम “रॉक मेकैिन� और �ूमे�रकल मॉडिलंग (ROCKNUM-2026)” आयोिजत
िकया गया है. इसम� देशभर से खनन कंपिनयों 34 प्रितिनिध शािमल �ए. इनम� Adani, Vedanta, Tata
Steel, BCCL, SCCL सिहत कई प्रमुख कंपिनयों के प्रितिनिध शािमल ह�. यह आयोजन सुरि�त और
वै�ािनक खनन को बढ़ावा देने के उ�े� से िकया जा रहा है…

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
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CSIR-IIIM 10th February, 2026

Comm Secy ST&IC, Director CSIR-IIIM hold joint review of  
Biotech Parks

40

Commissioner Secretary, Science and
Technology Department, Dr. Shahid Iqbal
Choudhary, today convened a review meeting
of Industrial Biotech Park, Ghatti, Kathua,
held at CSIR-IIIM, Jammu. Director, CSIR-
Indian Institute of Integrative Medicine
(IIIM), Jammu, Dr. Zabeer Ahmed, was
present in the meeting among other senior

Read More: Dailyexcelsior

officials.

The main objective of the meeting was to discuss the future roadmap for operationalisation of
Industrial Biotech Parks. Dr. Zabeer Ahmed presented an overview of the Biotech Parks,
infrastructure and ongoing activities. He highlighted that IBTP houses specialised facilities
including fermentation units, phytopharma extraction systems, plant tissue culture laboratories,
quality testing and analytical labs besides pilot-scale processing units. These facilities are
enabling startups and researchers to carry out product development, validation and scale-up
under scientific guidance…
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CSIR-NIScPR 10th February, 2026

CSIR-NIScPR organised International Symposium on Human-
Centred AI and Energy Security

41

CSIR-National Institute of Science
Communication and Policy Research (CSIR-
NIScPR), New Delhi, organised an
International Symposium on “Human-Centred
AI and Sustainable Development: Holistic
Pathways for Energy Security” as an official
pre-summit event of the India-AI Impact
Summit 2026 at Vivekananda Hall, CSIR-
NIScPR, Pusa. The day-long symposium
brought together leading experts from India

Read More: Pib

and abroad to deliberate on people-centric artificial intelligence approaches for securing
sustainable and inclusive energy futures.

The inaugural session featured a welcome address and opening remarks by Dr. Geetha Vani
Rayasam, Director, CSIR-NIScPR, who set the context for the symposium. Emphasising the
need for safe and trusted AI, Director, CSIR-NIScPR, said that India AI Impact Summit 2026
will be organised by the Government later this month and this international symposium is part
of the official pre-summit events leading up to that conclave…

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
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CSIR 11th February, 2026

About 40% of  Bengalureans may have MASLD: Study

42

nationwide study published in The Lancet Regional Health Southeast Asia found nearly 40% of
Indian adults — about 4 in 10 people — have metabolic dysfunction-associated steatotic liver
disease (MASLD), commonly known as non-alcoholic fatty liver disease.

The study also noted a concerning trend: Four per cent of the individuals, particularly older
adults with diabetes, hypertension, abnormal cholesterol, or obesity, already show liver fibrosis,
increasing the risk of cirrhosis.

The research analysed 7,764 adults across 37 Council of Scientific and Industrial Research
(CSIR) laboratories in 27 Indian cities. Obesity emerged as the strongest driver, with many
participants also having three or more cardiovascular risk factors. In metropolitan areas such as
Bengaluru, age-adjusted MASLD prevalence ranged between 37% and 42%, according to the
study…
Read More: Times of India
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CSIR-CCMB 11th February, 2026

On the latest developments and research in cancer care, busting 
stress to protect health, advances in reproductive health, in-

country innovations, and more

43

For years, for humans, cancer has remained an elusive beast, with conquest of the disease
hinging on a number of variables. While, our understanding of cancer has slowly improved over
the years, primarily aided by technology, our ability to tame the monster has not scaled the same
dizzying heights. With World Cancer Day falling on February 4, we naturally prioritised cancer
stories, besides regular event coverage, across the country. Some of the stories you can stop by
include:

In addition, researchers at the CSIR–Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB) in
Hyderabad have uncovered a significant insight into how fungi become dangerous in the first
place - pointing to a promising new pathway for developing antifungal therapies. Read here…

Read More: The Hindu
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CSIR-IIIM 11th February, 2026

CSIR–IIIM Srinagar Branch Concludes Three-Day Skill 
Development Programme on qRT-PCR

44

The CSIR–Indian Institute of Integrative Medicine (CSIR-IIIM), Srinagar Branch, successfully
concluded its three-day Skill Development Training Programme on quantitative real-time PCR
(qRT-PCR). The programme brought together around 20 participants from across India,
including students, research scholars, and laboratory professionals, intending to strengthen
practical competencies in advanced molecular biology techniques.

The training was meticulously designed to provide participants with comprehensive, bench-level
proficiency in gene expression analysis—from sample preparation to result interpretation. Over
three intensive days, participants were guided through the complete experimental workflow. The
programme commenced with detailed sessions on RNA isolation, focusing on high-quality
extraction, contamination control, and yield optimisation. Participants were also trained in Good
Laboratory Practices, with special emphasis on reproducibility, contamination prevention, and
quality assurance protocols…
Read More: Kashmirdespatch
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CSIR-CSIO 11th February, 2026

DRDO signs agreement with Council of  Scientific and Industrial 
Research for collaborative research

45

Read More: Newsonair

Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has signed an agreement with
Council of Scientific and Industrial Research for collaborative research, technology development
and resource sharing to advance human sustenance and performance in extreme environments.

In a social media post, DRDO said that the partnership will leverage complementary expertise
to drive innovation for the design and development of instruments for high altitude survival,
human performance restoration, off-grid energy systems and managing waste in challenging
terrains…
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CSIR-NIScPR 11th February, 2026

INSA and NIScPR Signed MoU to Advance Science 
Communication and Policy Research

46

Indian National Science Academy (INSA) and
the National Institute of Science
Communication and Policy Research (CSIR-
NIScPR) signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) on 10 February 2026 at
INSA, New Delhi, to promote collaborative
activities on science communication and
evidence-based science policy research and
strengthen evidence-based policymaking in
India.

Read More: Pib

The programme began with welcome remarks by Dr. Brajesh Pandey, Executive Director, INSA.
Dr Akhilesh Gupta, Former Senior Advisor, Department of Science and Technology (DST),
outlined the genesis and rationale of the MoU and emphasised the importance of sustained
institutional collaboration for advancing evidence-based STI policy research…
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CSIR-IHBT 11th February, 2026

CSIR-IHBT Empowers Kusunpur Villagers Under CSIR “Smart 
Village” Mission

47

A scientific team from CSIR-IHBT, Palampur
(HP) visited Kusunpur village in Kendrapara
(Odisha) from February 8–10, 2026, under the
CSIR Smart Village Mission Mode Project.
This initiative, aligned with the Hon’ble Prime
Minister’s vision of “Viksit Bharat”. During
the visit, the team engaged in extensive
interaction with villagers, anganwadi workers,
Gram Panchayat officials, Nature’s Club
members, teachers and students to understand

Read More: Himachalheadlines

and identify strategic opportunities for technology deployment for improving livelihood
opportunities. The visit featured technical lectures and exhibition-cum-demonstrations of
CSIR-IHBT’s translational technologies. To kick-start local adoption, the team distributed high-
quality flower seeds and nutritionally enriched products to the community…
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CSIR-CIMAP 11th February, 2026

Chintan Shivir on medicinal plants charts roadmap for sustainable 
growth and global leadership

48

The National Medicinal Plants Board (NMPB), under the Ministry of Ayush, on Wednesday
organised a one-day Chintan Shivir at Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi to outline a forward-
looking roadmap for the sustainable development of India’s medicinal plants sector. The event
marked 25 years of the NMPB and brought together senior government officials, subject
experts, industry representatives, and state stakeholders to deliberate on policy, research, and
implementation strategies.

During the inaugural session, Jadhav released a commemorative souvenir marking 25 years of
NMPB, along with a Terrace Garden Booklet aimed at promoting medicinal plant cultivation.
He also launched a new variety of Anacyclus pyrethrum developed by CSIR-CIMAP, Lucknow.
The event witnessed the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between NMPB
and the Agharkar Research Institute to strengthen collaborative research and innovation in the
sector…
Read More: Ddnews
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CSIR-CRRI, NEERI 11th February, 2026

Mechanized Road Sweeping: A New Dawn for Air Quality 
Management

49

The Commission for Air Quality Management has introduced rules for utilizing mechanized
road sweeping machines in the NCR to reduce air pollution from road dust. This initiative aims
to lower PM10 and PM2.5 levels significantly by ensuring effective and uniform road cleaning
to combat harmful particulate matter.

In a bid to combat escalating air pollution in the National Capital Region (NCR), the
Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM) on Wednesday outlined new directives for
deploying mechanized road sweeping machines. These measures, targeting road-owning and
maintenance agencies, seek to minimize particulate matter stirred up by road dust.

Recommendations from studies by CSIR-CRRI and CSIR-NEERI were pivotal in formulating
these rules. They include fitting machines with effective dust-filtration systems and restricting
them to CNG or electric versions for eco-friendliness. Public schedules for road cleaning should
also be released in advance to optimize convenience…
Read More: Devdiscourse
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CSIR-CCMB 12th February, 2026

Study reveals surprising rise of  lion-tailed macaques in human-
dominated landscapes

50

In the fragmented ancient rainforests of
Anamalai Hills, an unlikely conservation
paradox is unfolding. The lion-tailed macaque
— one of India’s most endangered primates
— appears to be thriving not in the deep,
undisturbed forests, but amid bustling human
activity: plantations, tourist trails, hydel
projects and expanding road networks. This
growth beyond the forest’s protective
boundaries might seem like a rare

Read More: The Hindu

conservation success for a species already grappling with habitat loss. But scientists warn that
rising populations in non-protected areas could turn into a long-term threat rather than a
victory.

Researchers from three institutions, including the CSIR–Centre for Cellular and Molecular
Biology (CCMB), caution that the increase is driven largely by easy access to food associated
with human presence. Yet this dependence, they say, also exposes the macaques to higher risks
— from road accidents and electrocution to intensifying tourism and logging…
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CSIR-CSMCRI 12th February, 2026

CSIR-CSMCRI to host int’l catalysis conference

51

Bhavnagar-based Central Salt & Marine Chemicals Research Institute (CSIR-CSMCRI) will host
the International Conference on Catalysis for Industry, Environment and Economy (ICCIEE-
2026) on Feb 12 and 13.

The two-day conference will bring together leading scientists, researchers and industry experts
to deliberate on advances in sustainable technologies and their industrial applications.

CSIR-CSMCRI director Kannan Srinivasan said the event aims to strengthen collaboration
between academia and industry while promoting technology transfer to support a greener
economy.

The conference will commence with an inaugural lecture by Padma Shri Prof G D Yadav,
followed by plenary talks by noted experts, including Prof Ajayan Vinu and R V Jasra. Key
sessions will focus on hydrogen production, carbon dioxide utilisation and innovative catalyst
design to support global net-zero goals…
Read More: Times of India
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CSIR-CBRI 12th February, 2026

सीएसआईआर–सीबीआरआई, �ड़की ने मनया 80वाँ �ापना िदवस

52

गलवार को सीएसआईआर–क� द्रीय भवन अनुसंधान
सं�ान (सीबीआरआई), �ड़की ने अपना 80वाँ
�ापना िदवस मनाया। इस अवसर पर सं�ान
प�रसर ��त रवीदं्रनाथ टैगोर सभागार म� आयोिजत
काय�क्रम म� सं�ान के वै�ािनको,ं िश�ािवदो,ं
अिधका�रयो,ं कम�चा�रयों और छात्रों ने उ�ाहपूव�क
भाग िलया, जहाँ सं�ान की आठ दशकों की यात्रा
और रा�� ीय िवकास म� उसके योगदान को रेखांिकत
िकया गया।

Read More: Liveskgnews

इस अवसर पर मु� अितिथ के �प म� सीएसआईआर–सीबीआरआई के पूव� िनदेशक डॉ. एन.
गोपालकृ�न तथा िविश� अितिथ के �प म� सीएसआईआर के पूव� मु� लेखा अिधकारी (CoFA) एवं
वत�मान म� क� द्रीय िव�िव�ालय, ओिडशा के िव� अिधकारी दुय�धन सेठी उप��त रहे। डॉ. एन.
गोपालकृ�न ने अपने संबोधन की शु�आत म� सीबीआरआई तथा इसके वै�ािनकों के योगदान की सराहना
करते �ए कहा िक सं�ान ने भवन िव�ान, आपदा �ूनीकरण और अनुसंधान-आधा�रत नीित िनमा�ण के
�ेत्र म� उ�ेखनीय काय� िकया है।…
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CSIR-SERC, CLRI, CECRI 12th February, 2026

Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh to Inaugurate CSIR’s RISE Conclave 2026 in 
Chennai; Reaffirms ‘Whole-of-Government for Whole-of-Society’ Innovation 

Vision

53

Union Minister of State (Independent Charge)
for Science & Technology and Earth Sciences,
Dr. Jitendra Singh, will inaugurate the
Research, Industry, Start-up and
Entrepreneurship (RISE) Conclave 2026 on 14
February 2026 at the Chennai Trade Centre,
Chennai. The two-day conclave (14–15
February) is being organised by the Council of
Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR)

Read More: Pib

through its Tamil Nadu-based laboratories, CSIR-Structural Engineering Research Centre
(CSIR-SERC), Chennai; CSIR-Central Leather Research Institute (CSIR-CLRI), Chennai; and
CSIR-Central Electrochemical Research Institute (CSIR-CECRI), Karaikudi.

The RISE Conclave 2026 is aligned with the Minister’s vision of taking innovation and start-up
promotion to the grassroots through a “Whole-of-Government for Whole-of-Society” approach,
fostering closer integration among research institutions, industry, academia, and young
entrepreneurs…
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CSIR-CSMCRI 12th February, 2026

These Molecular Filters Thousands of  Times Thinner Than a Human Hair 
Could Change How the World Cleans Water

54

Scientists from the CSIR-Central Salt and Marine Chemicals Research Institute (CSMCRI), the
Indian Institute of Technology Gandhinagar, Nanyang Technological University in Singapore,
and the S N Bose National Centre for Basic Sciences have teamed up to build a new kind of
filtration membrane designed for unusually sharp molecular sorting. Reported in the Journal of
the American Chemical Society, the approach could cut the energy cost of industrial purification
and make large-scale water reuse more achievable.

A huge share of manufacturing depends on “separations.” That single word covers everything
from removing unwanted byproducts during drug making to stripping color from textile
wastewater to refining ingredients in food processing. Today, many of these steps still lean on
distillation and evaporation, which work well but burn vast amounts of energy and add
significantly to industrial carbon emissions.

Membrane systems are often viewed as a cleaner alternative because they can separate chemicals
without repeatedly heating and cooling large volumes, but common polymer membranes have a
persistent weakness: their pores vary in size and can change as the material ages. When the pore
landscape shifts, selectivity drops, and that is a deal breaker for precision work…
Read More: Scitechdaily
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CSIR-IHBT 12th February, 2026

Scientists make villagers aware of  farm technology

55

A team of scientists from the CSIR-Institute
of Himalayan Bio-resource Technology
(CSIR-IHBT), Palampur, visited Kusunpur
village in Kendrapara district of Odisha from
February 8 to 10 under the CSIR Smart
Village Mission Mode Project. The initiative
aligns with the Prime Minister’s vision of
“Viksit Bharat” and aims to promote
sustainable development and self-reliance in
rural areas.

Read More: Tribuneindia

Dr Sudesh Kumar Yadav, Director, CSIR, told reporters that during the visit, the team engaged
in extensive interactions with villagers, anganwari workers, gram panchayat representatives,
members of the Nature’s Club, teachers and students. The objective was to explore
opportunities for strengthening rural livelihoods and identify strategic avenues for the
dissemination of advanced scientific technologies at the grass-roots level…

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/himachal/scientists-make-villagers-aware-of-farm-technology/


CSIR-CSMCRI 12th February, 2026

India Advances Green Hydrogen Initiatives with Major Breakthroughs

56

The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) is leading the charge in India’s green
hydrogen sector with significant indigenous innovations across its value chain. Through focused
mission-mode projects and collaborations with industry, CSIR has successfully developed Proton
Exchange Membrane (PEM) fuel cell stacks, which power India’s first indigenous hydrogen fuel
cell bus and an inland waterway vessel. Their ongoing work also includes progress in Anion
Exchange Membrane (AEM) and Electrolyzer technologies, which aim to enhance efficiency and
reduce costs in hydrogen production and storage systems.

In addition to these advancements, CSIR has pioneered a solar-assisted bio-electrochemical
process to generate green hydrogen from wastewater, promoting decentralized production while
simultaneously treating the wastewater. This innovative method demonstrates a commitment to
sustainable practices and underscores the potential environmental benefits of green hydrogen…
Read More: Observervoice
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CSIR-NEIST 12th February, 2026

Hands-on Training Under Cluster Development Scheduled to be Held in Wokha

57

In continuation of the ongoing activities under the Cluster Development Programme in
collaboration with CSIR-NEIST Jorhat, Assam, a Hands-on Training Programme will be held
on February 17, 2026, at 10:30 AM in the Deputy Commissioner’s Conference Hall, Wokha.

The training will focus on two key themes: Medicinal, aromatic and floriculture crops —
scientific plantation, post-harvest management, and handholding support, and Beekeeping
(apiculture) — scientific farming practices, post-harvest management, and allied activities.
Following the training, quality planting materials will be distributed to selected farmers and
beneficiaries. Officials, farmers, entrepreneurs, and selected beneficiaries have been requested to
attend the programme positively. The initiative aims to promote scientific farming practices,
enhance productivity, and provide practical support to local farmers under the Cluster
Development Programme. (DPRO Wokha)…
Read More: Ipr

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://ipr.nagaland.gov.in/HANDS-ON-TRAINING-UNDER-CLUSTER-DEVELOPMENT-SCHEDULED-TO-BE-HELD-IN-WOKHA


CSIR-CSMCRI 12th February, 2026
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India with a coastline of 11,099 km has immense potential for seaweed cultivation. The site
identification and mapping are carried out by research institutes namely ICAR–Central Marine
Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI) and CSIR–Central Salt and Marine Chemicals Research
Institute (CSMCRI). As on date, total of 384 potential sites covering 24707 ha area have been
identified for seaweed cultivation across the Coastal States/UTs including Andhra Pradesh. The
details of the potential area under active seaweed cultivation including Andhra Pradesh is given
at Annexure-I.

The Department of Fisheries, Government of India is promoting seaweed cultivation, value
addition and market linkages through its schemes, initiatives and policy measures. Under the
Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY) (implemented during 2020-21 to 2025-26)
seaweed cultivation is supported as an priority activity and assistance is provided towards
installation of rafts, monolines and tubenets, establishment of seaweed seed banks and
hatcheries, setting up of a Multipurpose Seaweed Park, and support for training, capacity
building, research and pre-feasibility studies…
Read More: Pib

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2225765&reg=3&lang=2
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CSIR-IIIM hosts Industry-Academia meet
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CSIR-Indian Institute of Integrative
Medicine (IIIM) hosted a two-day Industry-
Academia Meet (IAM-2026) in Jammu,
bringing together scientists, industry leaders,
and regulators to accelerate
phytopharmaceutical research and strengthen
lab-to-market linkages. Aligned with the
Viksit Bharat@2047 vision, the meet aims to
transform traditional knowledge and natural
product research into evidence-based,

Read More: Statetimes

commercially viable drugs.

Padma Shri Prof. V.K. Singh, Institute Chair Professor at IIT Kanpur and Mentor of CSIR-
IIIM, attended as Chief Guest, while Dr. C.K. Katiyar, former CEO of Emami, was the Guest of
Honour. Also present were CSIR-IIIM Director Dr. Zabeer Ahmed, Er. Abdul Rahim, Chief
Scientist and Head of RMBD & IST, Organising Secretary Dr. Qazi Naveed Ahmed, CDSCO
representatives, members of the Phytopharmaceutical Mission, industry delegates, and
academicians. The inaugural session featured the release of the Institute Compendium and
signing of MoUs with industry partners…

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://statetimes.in/csir-iiim-hosts-industry-academia-meet-2026-to-accelerate-biotech-and-pharmaceutical-innovation/
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RISE Conclave 2026 Concludes on a High Note, Reinforcing 
Research–Industry–Startup Synergy
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The Research, Industry, Startup and
Entrepreneurship (RISE) Conclave 2026
concluded with remarkable energy and
purpose at the Chennai Trade Centre, marking
two days of vibrant dialogue, strategic
networking, and forward-looking
collaborations. The conclave stood as a
powerful testament to India’s collective
resolve to transform research excellence into
real-world impact, in alignment with the
national vision of Viksit Bharat 2047.,

Read More: PIB

The event brought together thought leaders from academia, premier research laboratories,
industry, and the startup ecosystem to deliberate on strengthening partnerships that accelerate
innovation-led growth. A central theme that resonated throughout the sessions was the urgent
need to translate research outcomes into scalable technologies and commercially viable solutions
that can drive national development…

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6815996365127/WN_t2qjzSqvQhWdIiVolT2jXg
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2228457&reg=3&lang=2
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