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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

Acquino Vimal
Joint Secretary (UNES)
Tel: +91-11-238 8425

M: +91-9599023050 NEW DELHI
Email: jsun@mea.gov.in
No. 5a4/JS(UNES)/2026 April 16, 2026

Dear Sir/Ma'am,

As we commence our consultation process for the next India-United Nations
Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework (Gol-UNSDCF). It was noted that in the
existing framework of engagement with UN entities in India, there are certain structural and
operational gaps which often result in duplication of efforts, lack of clarity and suboptimal
use of resources.

2 In this context, it was felt that we should have a clearly articulated results- and
deliverables-oriented approach to implementation of activities of the UN entities. Therefore,
we have drafted a standardized template for all UN entities in India, which was developed in
line with the following overarching principles:

A. All line Ministries are requested to evaluate the last Country Programme/framework
document before developing SDCF of the UN entity concerned. This Document has
to be developed in consultation with the relevant designated official of the line
Ministry/Department with a copy to UNES Division, MEA.

B. The UN entities concerned should take consent of their primary line Ministry and
MEA for activities which they intend to undertake with other Ministries, Departments,
State Governments or civil society organizations.

C. Al UN entities, through the UNRC, may be advised to adopt a results- and
deliverables - based implementation approach in their relevant Country Programme
Documents as well as in their submissions for the SDCF. These should be in line with
our national priorities/programmes.

D. All line Ministries are advised to take necessary steps so that the UN entities adhere
to the following template while formulating the Country Programme Document as well
as SDCF, or any other cooperation document and for any other annual or joint work
plan or interim projects or projects developed after the agreement of the country

programme:
S. A B. C. D. E E G. H.
No. |Objectives | Request |Specific Quantifiable| Budget | Implementing| Monitoring and | Any other
of the Received| task marker/ allocated | partners Evaluation remarks
project from measurable | and by Methodology

targets whom

(1). The sub-head C. ‘Specific task’ should be categories into oneé of the following; (or any
other activity, which should be clearly mentioned), i.e., whether the task undertaken by
the UN entity is a:

i. Pilot Projects;
ii. Capacity Building Projects;
ii. Financing Projects,



iv.  Policy inputs;
; v. Introduction of new technologies/ system development/
procurement;
vi.  Development of any new monitoring/ evaluation mechanisms:
vii.  Exposure visits within and outside India.

(I). The general guidelines to be observed while preparing this table should be:

1. A clearly articulated description of the nature of work and contribution involved;
[Please note: Non- specific and broad- based comments should be avoided, ]

2. Exact role of the relevant United Nations entities in each project;

3. Clearly defined measurable outcomes of the project due to UN entities direct

support and alignment of the same with the Government of India’s policies/
programmes to ensure accurate representation.

While developing the Country Programme, the following aspectg may also be
ascertained and certified before agreeing to any other cooperation activity:

I.  Technical feasibility and institutional capacity, including whether the UN

entity possesses the requisite technology, expertise, personnel and innovative
capabilities required for effective implementation.

Clarity of project scope and implementation modalities, including
identification of potential risks, challenges, and proposed mitigation measures.
Financial structure and sustainability, including details of financing
arrangements, phasing strategy, and any co-funding requirements.

Alignment with national priorities, policies, and sectoral objectives.

V. Monitoring, evaluation, and adaptive management mechanisms, including
provisions for periodic review and clearly defined performance indicators.

F. Further, it may be noted that all agreements (
between any UN entity and Gol entity/State
society organisation or NGO to be vetted b

standardise the template so that there is better appreciation of expected activities.
Non-specific and generic documents should be avoided as we already have host
country agreements with various UN entities operating in India.

including MoUs/MoAs/Lols/Sols etc.)
Governments as well as with any civil
y MEA before signing. It is advised to

3. We hope that this template will help advance predictability, clarity and uniformity in
our engagement as well as a clear understanding of expectations.

wihe A-y»b,

Yours sincerely,
(Acquino Vimal)
To:
Chief Executive Officer, NITI Aayog, ceo-niti@gov.in
Secretary, Department of Atomic Energy. chairman@dae.gov.in
Secretary, Ministry of AYUSH. secy-ayush@nic.in
Secretary (DARE) & DG (ICAR), Department of Agricultural Research and Education,
Ministry of Agriculture & Farm

ers Welfare. dg.icar@nic.in

Department of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Ministry of Agriculture
€. secy-agri@gov.in

“Secretary (A&FW),
and Farmers Welfar

_



Secretary, Department of Fertilizers, Ministry of Chemical and Fertilizers. fertsec@nic.in
Secretary, Department of Chemicals and Petrochemicals, Ministry of Chemical and

Fertilizers. sec.cpc@nic.in

Secretary, Department of Pharmaceuticals, Ministry of Chemical and Fertilizers.
secretary@pharma-dept.gov.in

Secretary, Ministry of Civil Aviation. secy.moca@nic.in

Secretary, Ministry of Coal. secy.moc@nic.in

Secretary, Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade, Ministry of Commerce

& Industry. secy-ipp@nic.in
Commerce Secretary, Department of Commerce, Ministry of Commerce and INdsutry.

csoffice@nic.in
Secretary, Department of Posts, Ministry of Communications.
secretary-posts@indiapost.gov.in
Secretary, Department of Telecommunications, Ministry of Communications.
secy-dot@nic.in
Secretary, Department of Consumer Affairs, Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution. secy-ca@nic.in
Secretary, Department of Food and Public Distribution, Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food
and Public Distribution. secy-food@nic.in
Secretary, Ministry of Cooperation. secy-coop@gov.in
Secretary, Ministry of Corporate Affairs. secy.mca@nic.in
Secretary, Ministry of Culture. secy-culture@nic.in
Secretary, Department of Defence, Ministry of Defence. defsecy@nic.in
Secretary, Department of Defence Production, Ministry of Defence. sdpns@nic.in
Secretary, Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region. secydoner@nic.in
Secretary, Ministry of Earth Sciences. secretary@moes.gov.in
Secretary, Department of School Education and Literacy, Ministry of Education.
secy.sel@nic.in
Secretary, Department of Higher Education, Ministry of Education. secy.dhe@nic.in
Secretary, Ministry of Electronics and IT. secretary@meity.gov.in
Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change. secy-moef@nic.in
Secretary, Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance. secyexp@nic.in
Secretary, Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry of Finance. secy-dea@nic.in
Secretary, Department of Revenue, Ministry of Finance. rsecy@nic.in
Secretary, Department of Financial Affairs, Ministry of Finance. secy-fs@nic.in
Secretary, Department of Investment and Public Asset Management, Ministry of Finance.
secydivest@nic.in
Secretary, Department of Animal Husbandry & Dairying, Ministry of Fisheries.
secyahd@nic.in
Secretary, Department of Fisheries, Ministry of Fisheries. secy-fisheries@nic.in
Secretary, Ministry of Food Processing Industries. secy.mofpi@nic.in
Secretary, Department of Health Research, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.
secy-dhr@gov.in
Secretary, Department of Health and Family Welfare, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.
secyhfc@nic.in
Secretary, Ministry of Heavy Industries. shioff@nic.in
Secretary, Department of Border Management, Ministry of Home Affairs. secybm@nic.in
Secretary, Department of Home, Ministry of Home Affairs. hshso@nic.in
Secretary, Department of Official Language, Ministry of Home, secy-ol@nic.in




Secretary, Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs,. secyurban@nic.in

Secretary, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting. secy.inb@nic.in

- Secretary, Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation, Ministry of Jal Shakti.
secydws@nic.in

Secretary, Department of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation,
Ministry of Jal Shakti. secy-mowr@nic.in

Secretary, Ministry of Labour and Employment. secy-labour@nic.in

Secretary, Department of Justice, Ministry of Law and Justice. secy-jus@gov.in

Secretary, Department of Legal Affairs, Ministry of Law and Justice. secylaw-dla@nic.in
Secretary, Legislative Department, Ministry of Law and Justice. secyoffice-ld@gov.in
Secretary, Ministry of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises. secretary-msme@nic.in
Secretary, Ministry of Mines. secy-mines@nic.in

Secretary, Ministry of Minority Affairs. secy-mma@nic.in

Secretary, Ministry of New and Renewable Energy. secy-mnre@nic.in

Secretary, Ministry of Panchayati Raj. secy-mopr@nic.in

Secretary, Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs, secympa@nic.in

Secretary, Department of Personnel and Training, Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances
and Pensions, secy_mop@nic.in

Secretary, Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances. Ministry of
Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions. secy-arpg@pnic.in

Secretary, Department of Personnel and Training, Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances
and Pensions. secy_mop@nic.in ;

Secretary, Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas. sec.png@nic.in

Secretary, Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways. secyship@nic.in

Secretary, Ministry of Power. secy-power@nic.in

SEcretary, Railway Board, Ministry of Railways, secyrb@rb.railnet.gov.in

Secretary, Ministry of Road Transport and Highways, secy-road@nic.in

Secretary, Department of Land Resources, Ministry of rural Development. secy-dolr@nic.in
Secretary, Department of Rural Development, Ministry of Development. secyrd@nic.in
Secretary, Department of Biotechnology, Ministry of Science and Technology.
secy@dbt.nic.in

Secretary, Department of Science and Technology, Ministry of Science and Technology.
dstsec@nic.in

Secretary, Department of Scientific and Industrial Research, Ministry of Science and
Technology. dgcsir@csir.res.in

Secretary, Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship. secy-msde@nic.in
Secretary, Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment. secretaryda-msje@nic.in

Secretary, Department of Social Justice and Empowerment, Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment. secywel@nic.in

Secretary, Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation. secretary@mospi.gov.in
Secretary, Ministry of Steel. secy-steel@nic.in

Secretary, Ministry of Textiles, secy-textiles@nic.in

Secretary, Ministry of Tourism. sectour@nic.in

Secretary, Ministry of Tribal Affairs. secy-tribal@nic.in

Secretary, Ministry of Women and Child Development. secy.wcd@nic.in

Secretary, Department of Sports, Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports. secy-sports@nic.in '
Secretary, Department of Youth Affairs, Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports. secy-ya@nic.in
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