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ST [T / OFFICE MEMORANDUM
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Sub : Application of Model Code of Conduct -Bye-elections to three Assembly Constituencies

of Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, and Gujarat - reg.

iETeRt ® IS vy W dRded SRy, YR RER & faAid 06.07.2026 &
FHraferd 0 © 1/41/1/2025-Cab &1 YR Fafer Sman & feid 02.07.2026 & U= Higd 3D
TR, ArfeR 3R SuTaH & o SAfd &= &1 e gen g 1

The undersigned is directed to forward herewith the Cabinet Secretariat, Government of
India, OM No. 1/41/1/2025-Cab dated 06.07.2026 along with Election Commission of India’s
letter dated 02.07.2026 on the above mentioned sub]ect for your information, guidance and

(@ﬁ‘r[ m / Chhering Tﬂé{

gf. Iufaa (Fifd) / Sr. DS (PD)

compliance.

T/ Encl. : TAUR/ As above
yfcferd/ Copy to:

1.0 3118 3R BT T FT TR TRITT S AR HATea /T | o fHe=Ten/veT
The Directors/Heads of all CSIR National Labs./Instts./Hqrs./Units

2) 1.UH.3MTS. 3R, d91%¢/ CSIR Website

3) BRI Wd/Office copy.



MOST IMMEDIATE

No. 1/41/1/2025-Cab.
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA (BHARAT SARKAR)

CABINET SECRETARIAT (MANTRIMANDAL SACHIVALAYA)
New Delhi, the 6" July, 2026
OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: Application of Model Code of Conduct— Bye-elections to three
Assembly Constituencies of Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, and Gujarat -
reg.

The undersigned is directed to enclose a copy of Election Commission of
India Letter No. 437/6/1/INST/ECI/FUNCT/MCC/2026/792 dated 02.07.2026, for

information and necessary action.

Encl.: As above

(Yogesh Gahtori)

Under Secretary

Tele No. 23015344

Email: gahtori.yogesh@gov.in

W LE
ot Rsis 0"-7"0?"2026
e a;}oszx

nggkgawgéuf%?@




&

(//67/-!\4)%

{) /"‘) By Spl. Messenger/Speed Post/E-mail

ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

NIRVACHAN SADAN, ASHOKA ROAD, NEW DELHI-110001

No. 437/6/1/INST/ECI/FUNCT/MCC/2026 / % Dated: 2™ July, 2026
To z

.}/. The Cabinet Secretary, -

Government of India,
Rashtrapati Bhawan,
New Delhi.

2. The Chief Secretaries to the Governments of
(i) Bihar, Patna;
(i) Madhya Pradesh, Bhopal; and
(iii) Guijarat, Gandhinagar.

3. The Chief Electoral Officers of
(i) Bihar, Patna;
(i) Madhya Pradesh, Bhopal; and
(iii) Gujarat, Gandhinagar.

Sub:  Application of Model Code of Conduct — Bye-elections to three Assembly Constituencies of
Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, and Gujarat — reg. '

Sir/Madam,

| am directed to state that the Election Commission has announced the schedule for Bye-
elections in Bihar (182-Bankipur AC), Madhya Pradssh (22-Datia AC) and Gujarat (145- Manjalpur

AC) vide Press Note No. ECI/PN/101/2026, dated 2@ July, 2026, available at the Commission's
website — www.eci.gov.in).

2. With' this announcement, the provisions of the ‘Model Code of Conduct for the guidance
of the Political Parties and Candidates’ have come into force with immediate effect and will remain
in force till the completion of the aforesaid bye-elections. In this regard, Commission’s instructions
issued vide letter No. 437/6/INST/ECI/FUNCT/MCC/2024(BYE ELECTIONS), dated 2"¢ January, 2024
(copy enclosed) and ‘Compendium of Instructions on Model Code of Conduct 2024’ and other
relevant instructions of the Commission available on the Commission's website may be referred.

3. This may be brought to the notice of all concerned.

Yours faithfully,

—

(PRAFULL AWASTHI)
UNDER SECRETARY
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By Speed Post/E=Mail
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Nitvchian Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001

No. 437/6/INST/ECI/FUNCT/NICE/2024/(BYE ELECTIONS}  Dated: 2" January, 2024

To,

(i) TheChiefSecretaries
of all States and Wnion Territories.

(i)

Subject:- Viodél Code of Conduet ~Instriction= Bye-Slection of Parliamentary/Assenbly Constituency

Madam/Sit,

The Commiission fias issued various Instructions from time fo time on ebservance of code of

eonduct diring byesglectioing. Following aré the consolidated nstiuchions T supersession of 4l the

1.

instructions issued vide letters listed above:

I EnforcementofVMIEC

(i In_cage the constituenty is comprised in S‘ta‘te Capital/Metropolitan Cities/Municipal

Corporations, then_aforesaid_instructions, would be _applicable in_the area of concerned

Constitilencyonly.

(i) in_case.of a district in which Corporation/ Metro/Nunicipal Corporation is lgcated, MCC

would be enforced i thie:particilar Assembly Constituenicy: Segment only and not in thewhele: of

the disteict,
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{iiiy  In_all other cases the MEC would be enforced in the enfire districtls) _eovering the

Constituency geiog |

{iy ~ Thesabove instructions shall cover the district in which all or maximum number of polling
stations of constitueney going to bye-election are located. Forthe distriet(s) with: number of
polling statiors fess than £0% of the total polling stations of the censtituency concerned, the
instructions would be applicable only in the area under jurisdiction of these léﬁ‘ﬂfﬁgj shations.

Howwevet; it must be ensured that the otherinstractions regatding deployment of staff, etc, are

ryed i all districts irrespective of number of polling stations situated therein,

Further, it is advised that the poelitical parties nok to orgariize any political attivities

ditectly related tothe bye-electionsevan in the aress adjoining the distriet/constitaency vihere
the bye-electionare being held. The District Election Officers:concermed:will ensure that the MEC
instructions and CQVID guidelines relatiig o thanofiiisof social distancing are followad in the

districts adjoining fo the pell gelng district/constituency.

Publishing of Advertisements

The release /publishi

of advertisements during the periad of operation of Model Code of
Coriduct.in cohnection with bye-elections would be régulatediasfollows: -
iy Advertisement of general pature In zonmection'with specific occasions. of mportance may
Be published. Howéver, siich pubhshmg shisll be restricted to the dates coinciding with the
special occasion anly, and it shallnot be published on other days, The advertisement shall
notbear phistographs of any Minjster and oter palitiesl functionaries.
(i)  No advertisement having any specific/pointed reference «or connotation to the areas
vovered by fhe bys-election constituencies shiall be released/publishied on any date during
" ‘the-period,
Furilien, it.is clarified that no new schermes should be advertised. it the districts where the

hye-electionis betrig.con ducted.

During bye elections from any constituencies, efther Parliamentary or Assemblies; the
following restrictions are applicablewith regard o the tours of Ministers:-
iy All‘Ministers, whether Central 6r State; shall not combine invany ranoerthelr offigial tours

with election work after the announcermient of the bye elections. All and any Visits to the
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district{s) where bye-election isbeing held and where Madal Code of Conduct is, therefore,

in force,have to'be completely private in nature,

(s} where the

(i) In €ase whiere @ Minister travelling on official work transits throughithe dist

bye-glection is being held-en routetoany other district on off isit, he shall not attend
o any political work.

jct{s) whené the bye-election is:being held, shall be called
fo-attend any meeting by-any Minister in any districk, that is to sa’yé evars thother districts
where electionisnot being held.

Further; it is clarified that the Ninisters or persons:holding . equfm..,' ni: Fabk/status conpot

combine their official visit with campaign by-en routing their journey for official purposes fo u

place where MCCisnotin force and then proteeding from that place to-the aren Where MEC isin
force for election campaign. in tase it is done, the entire journey expense shall be treuted as
election expense.

Transfer/Posting of Officers

1. Bye=election tathe Assembly Constituency (igs)

{1.1) The Commission, in supersession of existing instructions; has decided that no officer

connected directly with the conduct of Bye-elettions, should be allowed to continue inthe present

Pposting within the Assembly Constitueney limits-

{i) If shie/he is posted i her/his home Assem bily Constituency fitit;

{ii} 1f she/he has completed three years during last four years or would be complefing 3
years on or before the last day of the sikth fionth fiom thee date of oseurrehes of the casual

vacancy.

Such officers shall be shifiecdh bt oFthie Assetibly Constitueney limit,

Officer located in Assembly Constituency:

Its- however dlarified that officers appointed as ';'E‘i’el:‘tdr ‘Officers, though directly involved in

election dufies will not be covered under these mstructtdns as their dutles aresuch that they are
deployed ‘in field diities where théir kaowledge of the araajterramn is crucial fo their effective
performance, The, CEQ, DEQ and RO should, however, k-_a.&z-p 2 close watch ©n them durihg the

election period to ensure that theirperformance is strictly impartial:

g




(if} As Tar as officer in the: Police Department are: concerned, these instructions shall be
applicable to the Sub-Divisional Head of Police, Dy:SPs/Circle Officers, Inspectors, Sub-Inspectors
arequivalent rants posted in thefield within the Assembly Constitueney timit,

1.3} The Commission further desires thata detailed review may, fﬁi&ﬁ_ef;? re, be undertaken
andall such officers be posted outoftheir home-constituerey limits where they have completed or

will complete, ot the aforesaid date, tenure of-three years Tn Assernbly corstituaiiey it outof

the last four years, immediately. Fu

ver; for uniformity, the three year period shall be reckoned

2. Bye-glactiori to the Pacliamentary Constitueney {ies):
(2:1) The Coramission; in supersession of existing instructions, has decided thatyo vificer

~connected  directly with the conduct of Bye-elections to the Parliamentary

Constituency going for bye-glection; shall be allowed to continue in fhe present

' postitigwithinthe Parliamentary Constituency limits-

G} If she/he s posted in her/bis home distriet within the cohcerned

Conistitaentcy limit:

[ii); If she/he has completed three years dusing [ast four years or would be
completing 3 'years on or before the {ast day éf-fh“?e sixth menth from the date of
accurrence of the casual vacancy.

Such officers shiall be shiffed out ofthe Parlfamentary Constitueney limilt.
(2.2} (i) These instructions cover Returning Officers and Assistant Returning Officers of the

Parliamentary Constituencies: golrig for bye-elections. These instructions will cover

only that District Election Officer who: 5 designated as Réturning Officer, Other

District Election Officers, even if some part of their district falls in the Parlismentary

Constituency going for bye-elections $hall nothe covered under these instructions.

The instructions:will however cover othier officersviz: Additional Collector, Additiotial

District Magistrate, Deputy Colleetors, Assistant Collectors, Sub-Divisional

Magistrates, Tehsildars and Block Bevelopment Off
ey Limmit,

icer located In Patliamentary
Coristituer

ft is however clarified that officers appointed as Sector Officers, though
directly involved Tn election dities will not be covered under these fnstrictions as
their dutiés are such that they are deployed in field duties where their knowledge of

the: area/terrain fs crucial to thelr effective performance. The CEQ; DEO and RO



should, however, keep a close watch-on them during the election period to ensure

that

i performance is strictly inipartial.

(i) As far as officer in the Palice Departinent are concerned, these instructions :

be applicable to the Superintendent of Police: located in the District whose District

Election Officer is also the Retuming Officer. Other Saperintendent of Rolice, even if

some part of their district. falls in the P

driiamentary Constituenty goivg for bye-

élections: shall not be ecovered undér these instructions, These instruction will

Inspectors, Silb-lnspectors of eguivalent ranks posted if the field Wwithin the

Parliamentary Constituer

{2.3) The Commission further desires that & detailed review tay, therefore, be tindertaken

and all such; officers be posted out of their home constitueney linits where they have

3, The Comniission also desires that the officers/officials against whom Commission has

recommended disciplinary action or who fave been charged for any fapse i

elections related workin the past, shall not be assigned any election related duty.

4. The Commission further desires that no officer/official against whem a ciminal case is
pending inany Court of Law be associated with the election work or election related duty.

5 The ‘Conimission has it the past received compldints that while the State Government

the Commission,

‘tranisfers offich

Is:in the above categories in pursuance of the direction issued by

the individuals try to: :c‘iiﬁcfu,m}ue;g;t the objective by prosesding o lesve and physically not mioving

outof the district from which they stand fransferred: The Gommission has viewed this seriously

guideline immediately after occurrence of @ casual vacaney in a constituency sothat last moment

dislocation: ofefficers can be avoided.
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5 7. Moy officer who is due to retire within coming six menths will be.exempted fram the
purview of the aboyesmantioned directions of thie Commission. Futther officers falling ifr category
{home/3+ criteria) shall not be engaged for performing alection duties during the elections, if they

are dite to retire within g months. |

Tis policy the DEQ/RO should take care thatiin caseof deployment of
any officer from au’csuie heenstltueucy for any election related duty, shall also confort to fhie
transfér policy of thé: Comtnission.

V. Anrouncement of D.A.

The Commission has decided thatarnouncement of DiA, by the state government may be

done asaroutine affair butitshould not ba publicized as the'Government's achievamsht.

. VI, Promises made by the Ministers/sitting MPs/MLAs on religious/communal grounds in those

areas where MEC s riot inforce

I has come to the notice of the Commiission that during the Bye-elections, the party in

power as well as the sitfing MPs/MLAs tend to take promises/appeals on religious/communal

grounds in those parts of the districts/areas in their State/UT where Model Code of Conduct
(MEc) is not in operation so as to avoid the viglation of MIEC. This has, however, indesd far-
reaching finplications as it would certainly influence the minds of electors of the Assembly
Constituency/Parliamentary Con

the free and fair elections inthat Constitusneyfies).

I view of The above, it is ditscted that as soon a3 Bye- election(s) to any Asseinbly

Constitiiency/Patliamentary Constituency is announcéd in & State/UT, the CEO concerned. shall

and sitting MPs/MLAS riot to make promises or staternients on religiots or comm irfal ground even

it areas where MCC is not in farce and during the Bye-elections period so that the purity of

clection process is maintairied and ne il feeling is générated dmorg the gengral public

vhich. is

essential for condicive atmosphere for conducting freeand fair elections.

The abéue instriictions of the Cammission shall be brought to- inotice of all concerned for strict

coraplianee.




